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MASTERMAN READY; 

OE, THE WRECK OF THE PACIEia 


CHAPTER I. 

It was ui tlie inontli of October, 18 — , that tlie Pacific, a large 
slup, was running before a heavy gale of wind in the nuddle of 
the vast Atlantic Ocean She had but httle sail, for the wind 
was so strong that the canvas would have been spht into pieces 
by the furious blasts before which she was driven through the 
waves, which were very high, and following her almost as fast as 
she darted through their boiling waters , sometimes heaving up 
her stem and sinking her bows down so deep mto the hollow of 
the sea, that it appeared as if she would have dived down under- 
neath the waves 

The captain stood before the nheel watching the men vho 
n ere steering the ship , for v hen you are running before a heavy 
gale, it requires gi*eat attention to the helm and as he looked 
aroimd him and up at the heavens, he sung in a low voice the 
words of a sea song • — 

‘ Ono wide water all around us, 

All above us one black skj ’ 

And so it was with them , — they were in the nuddle of the 
Atlantic, not another vessel to be seen, and the heavens u 
covered wnth black clouds, which were borne along funousl} j 
the gale , the sea ran mountains high, and broke into large w u o 
foaming crests, v hile the fierce wind howled through the nggiUo 

of the vessel , . , 

Besides the captain of the ship and the tv o men at t c v ee 

1 
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th.^^'re%e^gttw•o otlj^personages on deck onewns a yonngJaa 
and tlie other a weather-beaten oldscamaii, 
iilws^lis^'^ocj^were streaming in the wind, as ho paced aft 
and l^^ov^tbe taffrail of the vessel. 

The y^ig iad, oh emng a heavy sea coming np to the stem 
of the vessoj; caught hold of the old man’s arm, crjmig out— 

‘ Won't thaf great wave come into ns. Beady V 
^ ‘Bq, Master Wdham, it iviU not don’t you see how the ship 
lifts her quarters to it ?— and now it has passed underneath us ’ 

‘ I don’t like the sea much. Beady , I wish n e were safe on 
shore agam,’ rephed the lad. ' Don’t the wa\ es look as if they 
wished to beat the ship all to pieces V 
‘Yes, hut I am used to them. Master Wdly, and mth a good 
ship hke this, and a good captam and crew, I don’t cate for them ’ 
‘But sometimes ships do sink, and then everybody is 
drowned’ 

‘Yes, Master Wdliam, and very often the \eiy ships sink 
which, those on board think ate most safe We can only do 
our host, and after that we must submit to the nill of Heaven ’ 
‘"What little birds are those fljmg about so close to the 
•water 1’ 

‘Those are Mother Carey’s chickens, Master Wdham, as ne 
sadoin call them. You seldom see them except in a storm, or 
■\ihen a storm is commg on.’ 

The birds which Wilham referred to were the stonny petrels. 
‘Were you ever slupivrecked on a desolate island, like 
Bobmson Crusoe?’ 

‘Yes, Master William, I have been slupivrecked , but I ncier 
heard of Bobmson Crusoe. It’s not very likely that I should ha; o 
known that one man you speak of, out of so many ’ 

‘ Oh 1 but rfs all m a book which I have read. I could tell 
yon all about it — and so I will when the ship is quiet agaui , 
but now I 'Wish jou would help mo down below, for I promised 
mamma not 'to stay up long.’ 

‘ Tlien always keep your promises bke a good lad,' rephed the 
old man , now give me your hand, and PU answer for it that 
we will fetch the hatchway vnthout a tumble , and when the 
weaker IS fine agam, PU tell you how I was wrecked, and yon 
shall tell me all about Bobmson Cmsoe.' 



TJIL U'n^CE OP Tfir PACino ^ 

$cm Master WHIiam sife to tlio cnbui door, tho old 
pcaunn relumed to Ibc declc, for it "n-os Ins ivatcli. 

Mn-dcriran 3 U nly, for sueli was Ins naiue, had been more than 
fift <• 5 e at m i, hitx nn^ been b<nind npprculico to n collier n Inch 
billed from .South Mnekls, when ho onb ten yems old Jlia 
r re was hrounod from Ion« KVpOoairc, and there were deep fur* 
row^ on hw cltccka, hut lie wa-i stiil a halo and active man Ifo 
Itad ficrrcd inanj on hoard of a inan-of»nar, and had been 
in ertrv climate • lie had many strange stones to tell, and ho 
might ho holu^cd c%'cii wlton his stones were Etnngc, for ho 
wcmhl not tell an untruth lie could nas fgalo n s cssel, and, of 
course, he could rend aiul u-ntc , he had read his Bible over and 
<ner again The iiamo of Beady was ver} well stufed to Inm, for 
ho was seldom at a loss , and in cases of difficulty and danger, 
the captain v.ould not hesitate to a'-k Ins opinion, and frequently 
take his ndiicc Tic u.as on hoard ns second mate of tho vessel 
Tho Pacific uas, ns uc ha\o before observed, a very fine ship, 
and well able to contend with tho most violent storm She was 
of more than four hundred tons bnrtlicn,nnd inis then mnlanga 
passage out to New South Wales, mth a aalnablo cargo of Eng- 
lish hard-uaro, cutlery, and oilier manufactures The captam 
was a good navigator and seaman, and moreover a good man , of 
a cheerful, happy dLsposition, alwaj-s making tho best of every- 
thing, and when accidciiLs did happen, alwaj’S more luchncd to 
laugh than to look grave Hia name was Osborn The first 
male, ulioso name was Jfackintosh, was a Scotchman, rough and 
ill-tempered, but pajong strict attention to his duty— a man that 
G.iptam Osborn conld trust, but whom ho did not hko 
Bendy v o liavc already simkon of, and it ivill not bo necessary 
to s,i3' anj thing about tlie seamen on bo.ard, except that there 
were tliirleon of them, haidly a sufficient number to man so 
large a vessel , but just as they were about to sail, five of tlio 
seamen, who did not like the ticatmcnt thej' had received from 
l^Iackmtosh, tho first mate, had left tho ship, and Captain Oshoni 
did not choose to wait uutii he could obtain ofcliers in their 
stead. This piovcd unfortunate, ns tlio events which wo sliall 
horoaftcr relate will show 
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CHAPTER n 

Master Wieuam, "wliom ■wc have introduced to tbo reader^ 
was the eldest hoy of a family who were passengers on hoard, 
consisting of the father, mother, and four children his fallicr 
was a hlr Scagrave, a very well-informed, clever man, who 
havnng for many years held an office under goi ernuicntat Sydney, - 
the pnncipal town in New South Wales, was now returning 
from a leave of absence of three years His property had been 
well managed by the person who had charge of it dunng his 
absence in England, and ho was now taking out with bun a 
vanety of articles of every dcscnption for its improvement, and 
for his own use , such as furniture for Ins house, im]>lcineuts of 
agnculture, see^, plants, cattle, and many otJier things too 
numerous to mention 

Mrs Seagrave was an amiable woman, but not in very' strong 
health The family consisted of Wilham, who was the oldest, a 
clever, steady hoy, hut, at the same time, full of mirth and 
humour , Thomas, who was six years old, a very thoughtless 
but good-tempered boy, full of miscluef, and always in a 
scrape , Caroline, a httle girl of sovon years , and Albert, a fine 
strong httle fellow, who was not one year old he was under the 
charge of a black girl who had come from the Capo of Good Hope 
to Sydney, and had followed Mrs Scagi-ave to England Wo 
have now mentioned all the people on board of tlie Pacific , 
perhaps we ought not to forget two shepherd’s dogs, belonging 
to Mr Seagrave, and a httle teraer, which was a great favounto 
of Captain Osborn, to whom she belonged And now we will 
proceed It was not until the fourth day from its comuience- 
meut that the gale abated, and then it gradually subsided until 
it was nearly a calm The men, who had been watching nigut 
after night during the gale, now brought all their clothes ivhich 
had been drenched by the ram and spray, and hung them up in 
the nggmg to dry the sails also which had boon furled, and 
had been saturated by the wet, were now loosened and spread 
out, that they might not be nuldewed The wind blew mild and 
soft, the sea had gone down, and the ship was running through 
the water at the speed of about' four miles on hour Mm 
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Seagrave, wrapped up in a cloak, was seated upon one of the arm- 
chests near the stem of the ship, her husband and children were 
all with her epjojnng the hne weather, when Captam Osbom, 
Mho had. been taking an observation of the sun witn his sextant, 
came up to them 

‘ Well, blaster Tommy, you are verj' glad that the gale is over 1 ’ 

‘I didn’t care,’ replied Tommy, ‘only I spilt_^ my, soap 
But Jiuio timibled o£ her chair, and lolled away with the baby 
till papa picked them both up ’ 

‘It was a mercy that poor Albert was not killed,’ observed Mrs 
Seagrave 

‘ It is 12 o’clock by the sun. sir,’ said Llaclantosh, the first mate, 
to the captain 

‘ Then brmg me up the latitude, Iilr Mackintosh, while I work 
out the longitude from the sights m hich I took this morning In 
five minutes, Mr Seagrave, I shall be ready to pnck oflf over our 
place oil the chart.’ 

‘Here are the dogs come up on deck,’ said Wilham, ‘I 
dare say they are as glad of the fine weather as we are Come 
here, Eomulus > Here, Remus '—Remus ' ’ 

‘ I should like to go dov n now, my dear,’ said Mrs Soagi-ave , 
‘perhaps Ready wdl see the baby dovm safe ' 

‘That I will, ma'am,’ said Ready, putting his quadrant on the 
capstem • ‘now, Juno, give me tlie child, and go down first, — 
stem foremost, you stupid girl ! how often do I teU you that 1 
Some day or another you will come down with a run ’ 

‘ And break my head,’ said Jiuio 

‘Yes, or break your arm , and then who is to hold the child?’ 

As soon as they were aU down in the cabin, the captain and 
Mr Seagrave marked the position of the vessel on the chart, and 
found that they were one hundred and thirty miles from the 
Cape of Good Hope 

‘If the wind holds, vfo shall be m to-morrow,’ said Mr 
‘ Seagrave to his wife ‘Juno, perhaps you may see j^our father 
and mothei.’ 

Poor Juno shook her head, and a tear oi two stole down her 
dark cheek With a mournful face she told them, that her 
father and mother belonged to a Dutch boor, ivho had gone with 
them many miles into the mtenor she had been parted from 
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them -nhen quxlo a little child, and hnd hccn left at Capo Toaii 
‘But you are free norv, Juno,’ Raid Mn Scnrprai. c ; 'jou hn\o 
been to England, mid Trhnor cr puta )m foot on shore in England, 
becomes from that moment free,' 

‘ Yea, IkBssy, I free , but btiU I have no fader or mmlor,' rephtd 
Juno, u eeping But httlo Albert pal ted her chceh, and she was 
Goou smiling again, and plaxung -with the little boy 


CHAl'TERTJT 

The next morning the Pacific utnr ed at the C ipe, and anchored 
at Table Bay 

‘ WTiy do they call this Table Bay, Beadj ? ’ said '\Yilbam 
'I suppose if a because they that rreat nioniitaiu the 
Table Mountain,’ Master Wiihani , ‘ yon see hou flat the luoun- 
tarn IS on the top ’ 

‘Tes, it IS (luito ns flat as a table,’ 

‘Tes, and somotimcs jou ■will see the mIuIo clouds mlling 
dovra over the top of it in a very cunous minncr , and ih vt the 
sailors call spreading the tablecloth , it is a sign of Kad wcaUior’ 
'Then I hope they muII not spread the lahkdoth uhilo no - 
are here, Beady, said IVillnm, ‘for I shall cerlmuly huio no 
appetite "Wchave had bad iveathcr enough alroadj , and inamnn 
suffers so much from it MTiat a pretty place it is !’ 

‘WeshallromainherotnodnjSjeir,’ said Captain Osborn to Mr 
Seagrave, ‘ if you and hire tSeagrave ivould like to go ou shore ' 

‘I mU go down and ask Mis Seagrave,’ sajd herhu^bvid, nho 
went down the ladder, followed by \Yilbam 
Upon the question bemg put to Mrs Seagrai e, she rophed 
that she was qmte satisfied with the ship having no motion, and 
did not feel herself equal to going on shore , it w as thoreforo 
decided that she should remain on board ^v^lh tlic tn o j oungor 
cMdren, and that, on the follomng day, Mr Songrave should 
take M imam and Tommy to see Capo Town, and return on 
board before mght 

morning, Captain Osborn lowered down one of the 
,^ooata, and Mr Seagrave, accompaiued by Captain Osborn, 
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went on store -witli 'William and Tommy As soon as they 
landed^ they wont up to a gentleman’s house, with whom Cap- 
tain Osborn was acquainted They stayed for a few minutes to 
drink a gloss of lemonade, for it was very warm, and then it 
was proposed that they should go to the Company’s Gardens, 
and see the wild beasts which were confined there 4 
' ^'^lat are the Compan3^8 Gardens, papal’ inquired "Wilham. 

‘ They were made by the Dutch East-India Company, at the 
time that the Cape of Good Hope was in their possession ’ 
What shall we see 1 ’ said Tommy. 

‘ You will see lions. Tommy, a great many m a large den 
together You must not go too near them, recollect,' said 
Captain Osborn 



‘ No, I won’t,’ said Tommy 4. 

An soon as they entered the gates, Tommy escaped from 
Captain Osborn, and ran away in his hurry to see the hons , but 
Captain Osborn caught him again, and held bun fast by the hand. 

They continued their walk until they came to the den of the 
hons It was a large place enclosed with a strong and high wall 
of stone, with only one window to it for the visitors to look at 
them, as it was open above This window was wide, and with 
strong iron bars running from the top to the bottom , but the 
width between the bars was such that a hon could put his paw 
out with ease , and they were therefore cautioned not to go too 
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near It was a fine sight to see eight or ten of thc“e noWc- 
loolung aiimials lying (Invm m vnnoas attitntlc’i, <iwte indifiorcnt 
apparantly to the people ontsido— basking in the sun, and plorlj 
moving their tufted tails to and fro 'SVilliam cxnmmcd them ut 
a respectful distance from the bars , and so did Tonimy, who Juid 
Ins month open with nstonishnicut, m which there was at first 
not a little fear nuxed , but ho soon got boldci The gcalloman 
who had accompanied them, and wlm Ind liecn long at the CaiH?, 
w'os relating to :Mr Sengnivo and Captain O'Shoni ‘'Omc lerj 
curious anecdotes about the lion William and llicj wore so 
interested that they did not perceive that Tonimj had slipped 
bach to the grated windoiv of their den Tommy loiikcd at the 
lions, and tlicn he ivantcd to make them nioi c alxuil there was 
one ime full-gromi young lion about three years old, who was 
Ijang dowai nearest to the mndow , and Tommy took nji a stone 
and tlirow it at lum the lion appeared not to notice it, for ho 
did not move, although lie fixed his eyes upon Tommy, so 
Tommy became more brave, and threw another, and tlicn an- 
other, approaching encli tune nearer to the bars of the window 
AU of a sudden the lion gnic a tremendous roar, and sprang 
at Tommy, boundmg against tho iron bars of Uic cage with sucli 
force that, had they not been ^ory strpng, it must bale broken 
them As it w as, they shook and rattled so that pieces of mortar 
fell from tlie stones Tommy shrieked , and, fortunately for 
lumself, foil back and tumbled head over hods, or the lion's 
pawT? would have reached lum Captain 0=:bom audMr vSoagrave 
ran up to Tommj^, and picked lum up he roared w itli fngUt as 
soon as ho could fetch lus breath, while the lion stood at tlie bars, 
laslunglus tail, snarling, and showing his oiioimous fangs 
‘ Take me away — take mo on board the ship,’ cnod Tommy, who 
was tembly fnghtened 


‘What did you do, Tommy V said Captain Osborn 
‘I won’t throw any more stones, Mr Lion , I won’t indeed,’ 
cned Tommy, looking temfaed towards the animal 
Mr Beagrave scolded Tommy well for his foohsh conduct, and 

w de^ 


When they had seen everything, they went back to the 
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gentleman's 
liottse to din- 
ner , and, after 
dinner, they 
returned on 
board, Tvlien 
Tommy's ad- 
venture inth 
the bon was 
told to Ins 
mother, who 
declared that 
she never 
should be able 
to trust him 
out of her 
sight 

CHAPTER lY 

The foUou ing morning the fresh water and provisions were 
received on board, and once more the Pacific stretched her 
broad canvas to the winds, and there was every prospect of a 
rapid voyage But this did not contmue it fell cahn, and 
remained so for nearly three days , aU nature appeared as if m 
repose, except that now and then an albatross would drop down 
at some distance from the stern of the vessel, and as he swam 
lazily along with his wings half furled, pick up the fragments 
of food which had been thrown over the side 
' YTiat great bird is that, Ready V inquired William. 

‘ It IS an albatross, Master TVilham, the largest sea-bird we 
have I have seen them shot, and they have measured eleven 
feet from the tip of one wmg to the tip of the other ' 

‘ Papa/ said Wilham, turmng to Mr Seagrave, who stood by, 

‘ why IS it that one bird can swim and another cannot ? ’ 

* Because a sea-bird, Wdham, is provided with a sort of oil, 
on purpose to anomt the outside of its feathers, and this oil 
prevents the water from penetratmg them. Have you not 
observed the ducks on shore dressmg their feathers with their 
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bills 1 They ivoro tben using this oil to ninhe their feathers 
waterproof ’ 

On the third day of the calm, tho barometer fell fio low ns to 
induce Captain Osborn to bebovo that thej nhovild have n sticro 
gale, and every preparation woA made to meet it, should it t orno 

on NorMSishoimstakon towards midiuglit the chnulsgiitborod 

np fast, and ns they gaihorod up in tluch lules, heaped one user 
the other, tlio lightning darted through tlicm in 01*013 dtroctiou , 
and as tlic clouds rose up, bo did the wond, but at first onl> 111 
heavy gusts, and then lulling ogam to a calm 
‘Tloadj,’ said Captam Osborn, ‘hou do jou think wo sLull 
liave tho i\ind 1 ’ 

‘Why, Captain Oabom, ♦’o tell ^ou tho truth, I don’t think 
it ivxll bo steady to one iwint long It may at first blow hard 
from tho north, but if s my idea it 'will Hluft soon to Rome other 
quarter, and blow still harder ’ 

‘ 'Wliat think you, Mackintosh 1 ' 

‘We’ll have plenty of it, ond a long stcadj gale, lhafs my 
notion and the sooner wo ship the dead lights tho bettor ' 

Mr Scagravc, with Wilham, happened to lie standing by at 
the tune of this conversation, and at the term dead hghts WilVa 
face expressed some auxietj Ready perceived it, and said, — 
‘Thafs a fooUsli name they give to the shutters uhich go 
over tho cabui-svindons to pi event the water from breaking into 
the cabin u Lon a vessel sails before tho u ind , \ ou know w 0 
had them on tlio last time that wo had a gale, so don’t 5 ou go 
down to frighten yoiu motlior bj tolling her that tho dead lights 
arc shipped. 

‘I was not afraid. Ready, but I was thinking of my mother 
1 acknowledge , she has been so very Aveak tlieso last two dnjs ' 
‘ But, Beady,’ said Captam Osborn, ‘wh> do you think that 
wo shall have a shift of wind I’ 

‘ Well, I don’t know' , perhaps I was WTong,’ replied tho old 
man, ‘ and Mr Mackintosh is nght tho wind does seem to come 
steady from tho north-east, thafs cortam , ’ and Ready walked 
away to tho bmimcle, and looked at tho compass. Mr Sengrave 
and Wilham thou went below, and Mr Mackintosh went forward 
to give his orders. As soon as they wore all gone, Ready went 
up again to Captain Osbom, and said — 
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‘ dapton Osliorn, it’s not for mo to contratlict 3tr Jlnckintoslt, 
but that’s of little cousequonco m a time like I should 
i^bave held to my opimon, had it not been that the gciitlemuu 
passenger and his son ivcie standing byj but non", as the const 
IS clear, I tell you that ive shall have something •vrorso tlvui a 
gale of ivind. I have been in tlicso latitudes before, and 1 am 
an old seaman, as 3 on know. There’s soinotbmg in the air, 
and there has been something during the last throe days of calm, 
which reminds roe too ivoU of 'wlmt 1 ha^ c seen hero before , and 
I am sure that vro shall have little hotter than a hurncane, as 
far as wand goes — and worse in one liOuit, that it will last much 
longer than hnrncancs generally do I have been ■watching, and 
even the birds toll me so, and they arc told by their nature, 
which is never mistaken ’ 

‘ Well, and I am inckned to agree with you, Koady ; so we 
must send top-gallant j-ards dowai on dock, and all the small 
sails and lumber out of the tops Got the try-sad aft and bent, 
and lower dowm the gaff I wall go forward/ 

They had no tune to lose . their preparations wore hardly 
complete before the wand had settled to a fierce gale from the 
north-east The sea rose rapidly; top-sail after top-sad was 
furled , and hy dusk the Pacific was fljang through the w uter 
•with the wmd on her quarter, under reefed fore-sail and storm 
stay-sad It w’as with difficidty that three men at the wheel 
could keep the helm, such were the blows which the vessel re- 
ceived from, the heaiy seas on the quarter Not one seaman in 
the ship took ad-vtintage of his watch below to go to sleep that 
night, careless as they generally are , the storm was too dread- 
ful About three o’clock m the morning the -wind suddenly 
subsided . it was but for a mmnte or two, and then it again 
burst on the vessel from another quarter of tlie compass, as 
Peady had foretold. Captain Osborn was standing by the 
weather gunnel , holding on bj' one of the belaying pms, when 
he said to Mackmtosh, w ho was near lima, 

‘ How long wdl this last, think j-ou 1 ’ 

‘Longer than the ship -wdL,’ rephed the mate, gravely 
‘I should hope not,’ rephed the captain ; ‘ stdl it cannot look 
w'orse, IVhat do you think, Heady V 
‘Par more fear from above than from below just now,’ rephed 
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Ready, pointing to tlio yard-ams of tlio chip, to eacli of vrliich 
were httlo balls of electric matter attacbed, Haring out to a 
point ‘Look at those tno clouds, sir, ruslung at each other , 
if I 

Heady had not tunc to fhnsli what he as ould have said, heforo 
a blaze of bglit, so c lar/liiig that it left tliom all in utter dark- 
ness for some seconds afterwards, burst upon tbeir nsion, 
accompanied Mitb a peal of tbnndcr at wbich the whole ic'-set 
trembled foro and aft A crash — a rushing fonvnrd — and a 
slmek were heard, and when they had recovered their ojcsight, 
the foremost had been rent bj the lightning ns if it had licen n 
lath, and the ship was in {lames the men at the wliccl, bliudecl 
by the Iightmng, as well as appalled, could not steer , the ship 
broached to— away went the mainmast oier the side — and all 
was wreck, confusion, and dismay 
Fortunately the heaiy seas which ivourcd o\ct the forecastle 
noon extingmshed tlio flames, oi they all must bar o iwrished , 
but the ship lay now helpless, and at tlio mercy of the waves, 
beating violently against the wrecks of the masts winch floated 
to leeward, but were still hold fast to the vessel by their rigging 
As soon as they could recover from the shock, Rendj and the 
first mate hastened to the wheel to trj’ to get the ship before the 
wind, but this they could not do, as, the foremast and nuiuimast 
being gone, the mizonmast prev ented her pajmg ofi and answer- 
ing to the helm. Ready, having persuaded two of the ineu to 
take the holm, lundo a sign to Mackintosh (for now the wind 
was so loud that they could not hear cacli other speak), and, 
going aft, they obtained axes, and cut away the mizcn-ngging , 
the mizen-topmast and head of the mizonmast went over the 
Bide, and then the stump of the foremast was sufficient to get 
the ship before the wind again Shll there was much delay and 
much confusion before they could clear away the wreck of the 
masts j and, as soon as they could make inquirj’^, tliey found 
that four of the men had been kiUed by the bghtning and tlio 
fall of the foremast, and there were now but eight remaining, 
besides Captam Osborn and Ins two mates ' 
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CHAPTEK Y. 

SmOES arc no\cr discouraged by danger aa long as they Lave 
finy cLancc of relieving themselves bj' their own exertions Tlie 
loss of their shipmates, so nistantnncoiisly summoned away— the 
wreclced slate of the vessel — the ivild surges burying them 
boneatli their angr}’ waters— the howhng of the wind— the 
dnarling of the lightning, and the pealing of the thunder, tbd 
not prevent them from doing ■nhat their necessity demanded. 
i^Inclvintosh, the first mate, rallied tlie men, and contnved him- 
self to fix a block and strap to the still smoking stump of the 
foremast , a rope was ro\ e through the block, and the main-top- 
gallant sail hoisted, so that the i essol might nm faster before 
the g-.Ue, and answer her helm better than she did 
The ship was again before the wind, and comparatively safe, 
notw itbstambng the heavy' blows sbo now received from the 
pursiung w ai es Night again came on, but there was no re- 
pose, and the men wore w oni out with exposure and fatigue. 

The countenance of Captain Osborn showed great anxiety 
he had a heavy responsibility on Ins shoulders— he might lose a 
valuable sbip, and st’Jl more valuable cargo, even if they did 
not all lose their hies, for they were now approaching where 
the sea was studded with low coral islands, upon w Inch they 
might be throwm by the waves and wind, without ha^nng the 
slightest poiver to prevent it m their present disabled condition. 
Ready was standing by him wlien Captmn Osborn said, — 

‘I don’t much hko tins, Ready, we are now miming on 
danger, and have no help for ik' 

‘ That’s tme enough,’ repbed Ready , ‘w'e Lave no help for it, 
it 13 God’s will, sir, and Ins will bo dona’ 

‘You are right, ’ replied Captain Osborn, ‘but hold hard, 
Ready, that sea’s aboard of us.’ 

Ready had just time to cling wuth both hands to the belajung 
pins when the sea poured over the vessel, with a voliuue of 
water which for some tame sw'ept them ofi" their legs, they 
' clung on firmly, and at last recovered their feet 

‘ She started a timber or two with that blow, I rather think,’ 
said Ready, as he took off his hat to shake the water from it 
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‘I’m nfitud 80 , tho best iosboI oor bmlt could not Htai.d Bucb 
shocks long,’ replied Captain Osborn , ‘ and nt present, wtli 
our Aveak crow, I do not sec Hint v,o can got more eail upon tier 
All that mghfc tho slup flcn in darkness before the gale At 
daybreak tbo \nnd abated, and tbo sea A\cnt down the Bhip 
was, bon ever, still kept before tbo uind, for sbolnd fiitfTered tito 
much to Tonturo to put licr broadside to tho sea 3’rcpai.itions 
were now made for getting up jnry-roasfs, and the uom-out 
seamen were busily employed, under the direction of Captain 
Osboni and his two mates, uhoii j\fr SeagraAo and ^\ilbnm 
came upon deck, 

‘ Father,’ said Willy after a pause, ‘ how shall \io cier get to 
Sydney without masts oi sails 1 ’ 

‘3Vhy, Master Wilbnm,’ replied Heady, ‘v-o imist do what 
we can wo sailon arc never mudi at a los"’, and I dare 
before night you inU find us under some sort of sad agauu o 
have lost our great roasts, so wc must put up juri -masts, as \so 
call them, that is, little ones, and bttlc sods upon them , and, if 
it pleases God, uo shall see Sidnej yet Hou is madam, sir?’ 
continued Heady to Mr Scagrave , ' is she better 1 ’ 

‘I fear she is verj’- weak and ill,’ replied Jfr Scagraioj 
‘ nothing but fine weather will do her any good Do jou tlnuk 
that it will be fine uou ? ’ 

‘■WTiy, sir, to toll you tho truth, I fear wo shall ha\o more of 
it yet I have not given my thoughts to tho captain, as I might 
be mistaken , but still I tlmik so— I've not been fifty j cars at 
sea without leammg something I don’t like the gathcruig of 
that bank there, Mr SGagiuve, and I sboiddn’t w ondor if it uero 
to blow agam from the very same quarter, and that before dark,’ 
‘ God’s will be done,’ rephed Mr Seagravo , ' but I am v-ory 
fearful about mv poor wife, ubo is completely n ora to a shadow ’ 
‘I shouldn’t think so much about that, sn, ns Ireallj never 
knew of people djung that nay, although they sufTor much 
Master Wilhain, do you biow tliat no have bat some of our 
men since you were down belon ? ’ 

‘No~I heard the steward say something outside about tbo 
foremast , but I did not like to ask, os mamma nas so fnaht- 
ened ’ ^ 

^ ‘ You wei-e a land boy for that, blaster Wilham , but hear me, 


to: WRECK of THE tAOlStO 


16 


liavs lost five of our smartest ana best men , Wilson was 
w'aslied overboard— Fennings and Jlastcrs struck dead witktbe 
bghtmng— and Jones and Emery crnsbed by tbe fall of the 
foremast Mastei Wilbam, did any of these men imagine, 
■when they left the Capo, or indeed the day or the hour before it 
happened, that their souls were to be reqiured of them, and 
■their bodies should be now floating hundreds of miles from the 
land 1 You are young, Master Willy, but you cannot think too 
early of your hlalcer, or call to mind what they say m the 
Burial Service, — “ In the midst of life we are m death 


CHAPTER YI 

Mr SeaQRAVE and William went do^wn below mto the cabin, 
and, m the mean tune, they were not idle upon deck , the 
carpenter was busy fixing a step for one of the spare topmasts 
instead of a mammost, and the men ■were fitting the ngging , 
the ship unfoitunately had sprung a leak, and four hands at the 
pumps inteifered ■very much with their task. As Ready had 
prophesied, before ni^t the gale blew, tbe sea rose agnm ■with 
the gflle, and tlie lealang of the vessel mcreased so much, tliat 
aU other labour was suspended for that at the pump Eor two 
more days did the storm continue, during which time the crew 
were worn out with fatigue — they could pump no longei , the 
ship, as she rolled, proved that she had a great deal of water in 
her hold — u hen, melancholy as w ore their prospects alre idv, a 
new clisastoi took place, which nas attended "mth most serious 
results Captain Osborn -was on tbe forecastle giving some 
orders to the men, when the strap of the block wlncli hoisted 
up the mamtop-gallant yard on the stump of the foremast gave 
•way, the jard and sail came do-wn on the deck and struck him 
senseless As long as Captain Osborn commanded them, tho 
sailors had so high an opimon of his abilities as a seaman, and 
were so encouraged by his cheerful disposition, that they 
performed their work wall and cheerfully , but now that ho w as 
if not killed, at all events senseless and mcapable of action, 
they no longer felt thomseli es under control Mackintosh waj> 
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too much dmhked by tho seamon to alien his nords to ImTC any 
weight with them They nerc regardless of hia injunctions or 
requests, and they non consulted among thcmfcHcs 
‘ Tlie gale is broke, my men, and nc shall haio hne ucatlicr 
now,’ observed Eeady, going up to tlio sailor* on the fonensth; 

‘ The uTJid IS going doivn fast ’ 

‘Yes,’ rophed ono of the men, ‘and the slup is gouig douii 
fast, that’s quite as ccrtaui ’ ^ 

‘ A. good spell at the pumps would do us some good non, 
rephed Heady ' YTiafc d’j c say, nij lads ? ' 

‘ A glass of grog or two would do us more,’ replied tho sea- 
man ‘ YThat d’ye saj, mj bop 1 I don’t tlunk that the captain 
would refuse us, poor fcllon, if ho could spook.’ 

‘^Vhatdoyou mean to do, inj Indsl’ inquired Mackintosh, 

‘ not get drunk, 1 hope 1 ’ 

‘ Wiy not I ' obsen cd another of the men , ' tlio ship ninot go 
down soou ? ’ * 

‘Perhaps she may— I nail not deny it,’ said Mackintosh, 
‘ but that IS uo reason why w o should not be sai cd non , if y ou 
get drunk, there is no chance of any ouo being &i\cd, and my 
life IS precious to me, I’m ready to join mth you in anything 
you please, and you may decide what is to be done, but get 
drunk jon shall not, if I con help it, that’s certain ’ 

‘ And how can you help it?’ replied ono of the seamen, sur- 
hly 

‘ Because tivo resolute men can do a great deal— T mnj say' 
three, for m this instance Heady will bo of my side, mid I can 
call to ray assistance tho cabm passenger— rccoUect tho fire-aniis 
are all m the cabm 


As Mackintosh’s courage and determination were well known, 
the seamen agam consulted together, and then asked him what 
he proposed. 


^Ve have one good boat left, tho now y awl on tho booms . 
the others, os yon know, are washed away, with tho exception of 
the httlo boat astern. Which is useless, a.s she is knocked almost 

of lalmds, 

mdMd 1 think we are among them now Let us fit out tho 
ferytlMg which we roqmre, go about our work 
teadily and quietly, dnuk as much grog now as wiU not hurt 
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US, and take a good provision of it with ns Ready, do I give 
good ad^'lco or not ? ’ 

‘Yon giTo very good advice, Mackintosh — only what is to 
become of the cabin passengers, the women, and children ? and 
are you going to leave poor Captain Osborn, who lays there 
, abaft, breathless and insensible ? or what do you mean to do ? ’ 

‘Wo non’t leave the captain,' said one of the seamen. 

‘No — no •' exclaimed the others, 

‘ J\nd the passengers i ’ 

‘ Very sorry for them,’ rephed the former spokesman, 'but 
n e shall have enough to do to save our own hves , the boat is 
not o\ er large ’ 

Ready knew that it was in vain to expostulate They uow 
set about preparing the boat and provicLmg for their wants 



Biscuits, salt pork, two or three small casks of water, and a 
barrel of rum were collected at the gangway , Slackintosli 
brought up his quadrant and a compass, some muskets, powder 
and shot , the carpenter, wath the assistance of another man, 
cut away the ship’s bulwarks down to the gunnel, so as to 
enable them to launch the boat overboard, for they could not 
of course hoist her out now that tlie masts were gone In an 
hour everything was prepared As the ship wus brought to the 
wind, Mr Seagrave came on deck and looked around him 
He perceived the boat ready for launchuig, the provisions 
and water at the gangway, the ship brought to the wind, ami 
rolbng slowly to the heave of the sea , at last he saw Ready 
sitting down by Captain Osborn, who was apparently dead 
‘ What IS all this, Ready 1 ' inquired Jlr Seagrave, ‘Axe they 
going to leave the ship ? have they killed Captain Osborn 1 
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‘No, 8ir — not quite bo bad as that. Poor Captaia O-ibora 
was struck down by the fall of Ibo ■varrl, and lias been inFciisiblo 
ever since , but, as to tbo other matlor, T fear that is decided , 
you see they arc launching Iho boat ’ 

‘ But mv poor infc, she uill never l>o able to go— sbe cannot 
move — slio is so ill 1’ 

‘Pm afraid, Mr ,Soagmvc, that lliey have no idea of taking 
either you, or jour wife, or jour children, inih them 
‘A^Tint ' leave us here to penshi Merciful IJoavcn ' how 
cruel— how barbarous ' ' 

‘Well, Mr Scagravc, if I must sponlc, I confess to jou lliat there 
IS not a harder heart among them llian tJiat of Mr Jlackuitosh, 
and it’s useless speaking to him or anj one of them, and joa 
must not bo too severe upon them neitlitr the boat is sm dl, 
and could not bold more people with the provisions v bicli thrj 
take uatli tbem — that is the fact Jf thej wore to take jou and 
your family mto the boat, it iniglit be t)io cause of all jicnsliing 
together, if I thought othemasc, I would tn what I could do 
to persuade them, hut it is useless ' 

‘ What must be done then, Picady 1 ’ 

‘ Wo must put our trust in a merciful God, hir ,Scagrvvc, who 
will dispose of us as he tlunka fit’ 

‘ We must IWint I do not you go widi them V 
‘No, Mr Seagrave I have been tlunking about it tins last 
hour, and I have made up my mmd to remain watli j ou Thej 
intend to take poor Captain Osboni wath them, and gi\ o Imu a 
chance, and have offered to take me , but I sliall slay here.’ 

The sailors came aft, and lifted up the still lusensihle captain 
As they were going away, one of them said, ‘Come, Eeadv, 
there’s no time to lose.’ 

‘ Never mind me, Wilbams , I sliall stick to the ship,’ replied 
Ready ‘I vnsh you success with all my heart, and, Air 
Mackmtosh, I have but one promise to exact fium vou, and I 
hope you wiU not refuse me, which is, that if jou are saved 
you will then not forget those yon leave lierc on board, and take 
measures for their bomg searched for among the islands ’ 

‘ No^nse, Ready 1 come into the boat,’ rephed the first mate. 

I shall stay here, Mr Jlackintosh , and 1 oifii beg that vnu 
will promise me what I ask Acquamt Jlr Seagrave's fnonds 
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with what has liappenecl, and where it i§ mogt likely we maj’’ be 
found, if it please God to save ns that is all th it is necessary. 
Bo you promise mo tliat 1 ’ 

‘ Yes I do, Kcncly, if you aro determmod to stay ; but,' con- 
tinued he, going up to Beady, and whispering to him, ‘it is 
madness — pome away, man I ' 

‘ Good-b} e, !^^r A^^aekmtosh,' replied Ready, extending Jus 
hand ‘ You will kpop your promise J ' 

After much furl hei expostulation on the part of ifackintosh 
and the seamen, to wdiich Beady gave a deaf ear, the boat was 
pushed ofl, and they made sail to the nortli-oast 


CHiVPTER VU 

For somo tune after the boat had shoved oft from the ship, 
old Beady lomamed with his arms folded, watching it m silence, 
JCr Scagraso stood by him , Jus heart w.is too full for utterance, 
for lie imagined that as the boat increased her distance from the 
vessel, so did every ray of hope depart, and that his wife and 
children, himself, and tlie old man who w as by his side, were 
doomed to perish. His countenance was that of a man m utter 
despair At last old Beady spoke 

‘ If I thought our situation hopeless, I would candidly say so , 
but tlicre nlwa3'8 is hope, even at tlie very worst, — and there 
alwajTs ought to be trust in tliat God without whoso knowledge 
not a sparrow falls to the ground But, hli Seagrave, I shall 
speak as a seaman, and toll you what our probabihties are The 
ship IS half-full of water, from her seams having opened by the 
stiwining in the gale, and tlie heavy blows wluch she received , 
but now that tlie gale has abated, she has recovered herself very 
much I liavo sounded the well, and find that she has not made 
nuny inclies witlmi the last twm hours, and probably, ns she 
closes her scams, will make less If, therefore, it pleases God 
that tliG fine weather should continue, there is no fear of the 
vessel sulking under us for some little tune , and ns we are now 
amongst the islands, it is not mipossible, nay it is very probable, 
that we may be able to iiui liei ashore, and thus save our lives. 
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I thought of all this -when I refused to go jn the boat, a«cl 1 
thought also, Mr SengraTe, that if yon Tveroto liave heen 
deserted by mo as sveU ns bj aU the rest, you would have Hen 
uiiablo yourself to taho advantage of any chances winch might 
turn up in jour favour, and therefore I have remained, hojung, 
under Gods providciuo, to bo the means of assisting you and 
your family in tins sore position, i tlunk now it would bo 
better that j ou should go down into the cabin, and with a cheer- 
ful face encourage poor Mrs Saigravo svitli the change m the 
weather, and the hopes of amvuig in some place of safety. If 
she does not know that the men liavo quitted the ship, di> not 
tell her , aay that the steward is with the other men, which will 
be true enough, and, if possible, lonio bcrih the dark as to nliat 
bas taken place , Master William cau be trusted, and if you wall 
sand him hero to me, I wall talk to bun Wmt do yani think, 
Mr Seagravc ? ’ 

‘ I hardly know what to think. Heady, or how suIHclcntly lo 
thank you for your self-devotion, if I may so term it, in this 
exigency ’ 

' Do not speak of that, sir , I am an old man wath few wants, 
and whoso life is of little use now All I wish to feel is, that I ' 
am trjang to do my duty in that situation into wluch it has 
pleased God to call me Tliank you kindly, Mr Seagravc, never- 
theless now' I tluuk you had better go down, and I will look 
about mo a bttle ’ Mr Scagravo pressed the hand of Tlcadv, 
and went down without making any reply Juno and M’lllmra 
were the only two who were sitting up 
■\Villiam made a sign to lus father that his motlicr was asleep, 
and then said in a whisper, ‘ I did not like to leave the cabin 
while you wore on deck, but the stmvard has not been hero these 
two hours lie went to milk the goat for baby, and bas not re- 
turned We have bad no breakfast, none of us ’ 

‘ Wilham, go on deck,’ replied his father ‘ Heady wishes to 
speak to you— I wall stay here ' 

William went on deck to Heady, who soon explained to him 
the position in which they were placed , he pointed out to him 
the necessity of his doing all ho could to assist his father and 
hm, and not to alarm his mother in her precanous state of health 
WiHiam, who, as it may be expected, looked very grave, did. 
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liowoYor, muuediately enter into Ready's Adeivs, and proceeded 
to do Ins Ixist. ‘Now, Ready,' said lie, ‘ you know tlio steward 
lias loft witk the other men, and when my mother wakes she 
will ask why the children ha\ c had no breakfast I^Tiat can I do 1’ 
' I don’t know , but I thmlc jou can milk one of the goats if 
I sliow j on hoiv, w hile I go and get tlie other things readj' , and, 
!Mastcr William, I haie sounded the well just befoie you came 
up, and I don’t think she makes much w ater , and,’ contuuied 
he, looking round lum, and up above, ‘we shall have fine 
weather and a smooth sea before mght ’ 

Bj' the muted exertions of Ready and Wilhain, the breakfast 
was prepared, wbde ilrs Seagi-ave stdl contmuod in a sound 
sleep The motion of the slup was now very httle she only 
rolled very slowly from one side to the other, for she wais heavy 
with the water which had leaked into her, the sea and wind 
had gone down, and the sun shone bnghtly over their heads , 
the boat had been out of sight some tmic, and the ship did not 
go through the water faster than three imles an hour, for she had 
no other sad upon her than the inamtop-gaUant-sad hoisted up 
on the stump of the foremast Ready, who had been some tune 
down in tbo cabm, proposed to Mr Seagrave that Juno and all 
the childien should go on deck ‘They cannot be e'qiected to 
be qmet, sir , and, now that Madam is m such a sweet sleep, it 
would be a pity to w ake her ’ Mr Seagrave agreed to the good 
seuso of this proposal, and went on deck with Juno and the 
chddren, leaving Wdham in the cabm to wntch his mother 
Poor Juno was A'cry much astonished when she came up the 
ladder and perceived the condition of the vessel and the absence 
of tbe men , but Jlr Seagrave told her what had happened, and 
cautioned her agamst saymg a word to Mrs Seagrave Even 
Tommy and Caroline coidd not help asking where the masts and 
sails w ere, and what had become of Captain Osborn 
‘Look there, sir,' said Ready, ‘do you see those birds hover- 
ing over the waves 1 ’ 

‘Ido’ 

‘ Well, sir, those birds never go far from land, that's all , and 
now’, sir, m go down for my quadrant , for, although I cannot 
teR the longitude just now, at all events I can find out the lati- 
tude we are in, and then by looking^ at the chart shall be able to 
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give souio kind of giicss 'ulierejilwutAso luv, if Mfi J'W laud Eoott 
‘It IB nonily noon iiovr,’ obBcrvcd Kuidj, rc<vd»)g off liin 
quadrant ‘I’ll Jitstgo down niid work tlio htitudo, nnd tlien 
m bting up tliG cliarl ’ 

i\IrScagiaic rcuiaiued on dbck IJo was booh in duc}j aqci 
solemn tliouglit , nor iwiB it to bo wondoicd lit , ilic t-bip n 
wreck and deserted— left alone on tbo wide wiUtr i itli Ins wife 
and helpless family, 111111 but one to assist hmi bad timt ono 
deserted him as well ns tlio rest, iihat would haic lietn bis 
position then 1 Utter bclplcssiic-sS ’ And now .ilmt had they 
toe-cpectl It was not until some tinlo .dter these rdloctions 
had passed through his mind, that Sir fcengruc could rociill 
lumsolf toiiSbiibO of tliauUnliic's to the jVhnighty for having 
hitherto presen ed them, or could saj with hmuibty, ‘ 0 Lord 1 
thy will, not nunc, be done’ But, having ouco Kuccceded in 
repressmg his munuura and lus donbU of the goodness of 
Promdenco, he thou felt that he had cunrago and faith to 
undergo every tnal which might be imposed njion hnn 
‘Here is the churl, su,’ Mid Bciulv, ‘and I haio drawn a 
poned hue through our lalitudo jou pirccuc that it jtOBJ-cs 
through this clustei of islands , and I think we imud be nluong 
them, or very near Now I mustimt sometUmg on for thnnhr,' 
and then look slmrp out for the land IViU you take a look 
round, Mr Seagmie, especially ahead und on the bows 1 ’ 

Ready went down to see what ho could procure for dinner, us 
the feeamcn, when they left the slup, had collected almost nil 
which came first to hand Ho soon jjrocurcd a piece of salt 
beef and some potatoes, wludl lie put into the saucepan, and 
then returned on deck 

ilr Scagiave wils forward, loolcmg o\a:r the bows, and Ready 
w ent there to him. 

‘ Ready, I think I Bee eometluug, but I can liardiy tell what 
It IS it appears to bo m the air, and j ot it is uot clouds. Look 
there, where I point my finger ’ 

‘ You're right, sir,’ rephed Ready , ‘ there is something , it is 
not the land w Inch yon see, but it is the trees upon the land, w Inch 
are refracted, as they caU it, so as to appear, as J on say, as if 
they were m the aw I will go dowm and get my glass.’ 

It IS the land, Mr Beagrave/ said Ready, alter examining it 
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AviUi Jns glnss , ‘^es, jt is so/ coutiimod Le, miismg, ‘I -uasli 
that Mo Ind socii it e^rllcr ; find yet mO must bo tlitmkful ’ 

‘ Wiy so, Iieadj ? ’ 

^ Only, sir, as the slap forges so slowly through tho water, I 
fear that MO shall not rendi it beforo dark, and I should havo 
M ished to havo had daylight to h.ivo laid her mcoly on it.’ 

' There IS vor3 little wind ilow' ' 

' WdU, let us hope that there will be more,* lOphod Eeady, 
‘if not, M e must do our Ixist , — but I must now go to the helm, 
for M e must steer right for tho island , it m ould not do to pass 
it, for, Jlr Scagrave, although tho ship docs not leak so much as 
she did, j et 1 must imu* tell you that I do not think that she 
could bo kept more tlmn twenty -four Lours above water I 
thought othorwaso this monimg when I sounded the well , but 
M'hon I M ent down in tho hold for the beef, I tbeu perceived 
that Me Mere in more danger than I had any idea of' 

Ecady M*eut to tho helm and steered a course for the land, 
which Mas not so far distant as he had imagined, for the island 
was very low by degrees tlie wind freshened up, and they 
went faster thiuugh tho M'ater, and now the trees, which 
liad appeared as if in the air, joined on to the land, and they 
could make out that it Mas a low coral island covered with 
groves ot cocoa-nuts Occ.isionaUy Eeady gave the helm up to 
]&£r Seagravo, and aveut forward to examine IVhon they were 
Muthm three or four miles of it, Eeady came back from the 
forecastle, and said, ‘I think I see my way pretty clear, sii you 
see wo arc to tho A\indMard of tho island, and there is always 
deep M’-ater to the Mundu ard of these sort of isles, and reefs and 
shoals to leeward, mo must, tlicrofore, find some little cleft in 
tho coral lock to dock her in, as it were, or she may fall back 
into deep water after she has taken tho ground, for sometimes 
these islands run up lilce a m aU, -with forty or fifty fathom of 
water dose to the W'eather sides of them ; but I do see a spot 
whore I tlnnk she may be put on Shore wath safotj' You see 
those three cocoa-nut trees close together on the b«ich i Now , 
sir, I cannot well see them as I steer, so do j ou go forward, and 
if I am to steer more to the right, put out your right hand, and 
if to the left, tho same Math yonr left , and, when the ship’s head 
13 .13 it ought to be, then drop the hand ivhich you have raised 
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‘I peifectly underatand you, Ready,' lephed Sir Seagrave, 
•\\Jio then uent forward and directed tlio steering of tlie vessel 
as they neared the island When they uere intliin half a mile 
of It, the colour of the uater changed, very much to the satis- 
faction of Ready, iiho Imow thatj,he ueathcr side of the island 
u ould not bo so steep as was usually the case, still it uas an 
agitating moment as tliey ran on to the beach Tliey were now 
within a cable’s length, and still the ship did not ground , a 
little nearer, and there nas a grating at her bottom - it nos tlic 
breaking off of the coral-trees, -whieli grew below like foicsts 
under uator, agaui she grated, and moie harshly, tlion struck, 
and then agam , at last she struck violently, as the swell lifted 
her farther on, and then remained fast and quiet Ready lot go 
the hebn to ascertain the position of the ship Ho looked over 
the stem and around the ship, and found that she uns firmly 
fixed, fore and aft, upon a hod of coral rocks 


CHAPTER \TIL 

‘ Aii’s weR so far, sir,’ said Ready to hir Seagrave , ‘ mid now 
let us return tlianks to Heaven ' 

Beady faieeled down on the deck, took off Ins hat, and 
remained a short time m prayer Mr Seagrave did tlic same 
the children at first looked on and uoudered, and then knelt 
doivn by the side of them, foUmving the evaniifie of Juno 
As they rose, WiRmm came up and said,— ‘ Father, my 
mother has sent me to you, she was awakened by the noise 
under the ships bottom, and is frightened — will you eo down 
to her!’ 

‘Yes, my cluld, directly,’ said Mi Seagrave 
What IS the matter, my dear — and v here have you all been 1 
exclaimed JIra Seagrave, u hen hei husband went dou u below 
I have been so fnghtoned — Z nas m such a sound sleep, and I 
was awakened with such a dreadful noise.’ 

‘ htuch took place, dearest, before you went to sleep, which 
was concealed from you , but now, as I expect we shaR all go 
on shore m a short time — ’ 
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‘ Go on sliore, my dear ? 

les, on sliore Now be calm, and bear Tsliat has happened, 
' MO reason to bo grateful to Heaven.’ 

ilr Seagrave then entered into a detail of aU that had passed 
I rs Swgmvo hoard him without reply , and when he had 
ini'j she threw herself in his arms and wept bitterly 

^ Seagrave remained with his wife, usmg all his efforts to 
‘Conso e her, untd Juno le-a^ipeared with the children, for it ivas 
now getting late , and thou Sir Seagrai e returned on deck to 
consult with Heady 

Heady, he asked, 'how are we to get on shore ?— and when 
on shore, how are we to exist 1 

‘I have thought of that too, sir, and I must have your 
hssia aiK^ and even that of Master Wilham, to get the httlo 
V hoard to repair her her bottom is stove in, it is true, 

n 1 am carpenter enough for that, and with some w ell-tarred 
^ iQake her sulficiently water-tight to land us all in 
safety, until I hare an opportunity of puttmg her m better 
order, "JYe must set to at dayhght ’ 

^ And when we get on shore ? ’ 

Why, BIr Seagrave, where there are cocoa-nut trees m such 
plenty as there are on that island, there is no fear of starvation, 

ship’s provisions I expect a httle 
duBcidty wuth legard to water, for the island is low — very low 
and small , but we cannot expect to find everything exactly ns 
w e rnsh ’ 


‘ Can we do anytiung to-mght 1 ' 

I can do a httle, Mr Seagrave , but you cannot assist me till 
to-morrorv morning, except indeed to help me to drag these two 
and then I can rig a pair of sh^^, and have them 
^aU ready for hoistog up to-morrow mommg to get the boat iim!^ 
lou see, wit£r little strengtli on board and no luaste, we 
shall be obliged to contrive ’ /c 

Seagram o assisted Heaay m getting the two spars aft, and 
laid on the spot which was required ' There now, Mr Seagrave, 

J on may go dowm below Blaster Wilham had better let loose the 
two dogs, and give them a little victuals, for we have quite for- 
got them, poor things I shall keep watch, to-night, for I have 
plenty to do, and plentj’^ to think of, so good night, sir 
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Mr Seagrava ^\'lslled Heady good night, and went beloiV 
Heady remamed on deck, la^ng the heads of the spare, and 
ftnng lus tacl^ ready for ffie moriow When all n as done, he 
sat down llpo’iTone of the hen-coops aft, and reniained in deep 
thought At last, tired with watching and exertion, the old man 
fell asleep He n as an akenod at daylight by the dop, who had 
been set at hberty, and who, after walking about the ship and 
finding nobodj , had tlicn gone to sleep at the cabin door At 
daybreak they had lousod np, and going on deck had found old 
Headj asleep on the hencoop, and were hcking his face m their 
joy at having discovered him. ‘Ay,’ said the old man, as he got 
off the houcoop, ‘ you’ll all three be useful, if I mistake not, by 
and by Down, Yixen, down — ^poor croatm’e, you’ve lost a good 
master, Tin afraid.’ 

‘ Stop — now let me see,’ said Heady, talking to himSelf , ‘ first 
— but I’ll get the logboard and a bit of chalk, and write them 
down, for my memory is not qmte so good as it was ’ 

Heady placed the logboai-d on the hencoop, and then wrote on 
It mth the chalk — ‘ Three dop, two pats, and Billy, the kid 
(I think, there’s five pip) , fowls (qmte onongh) , three or four 
pigeons (I’m sure) , the cow (she has lam down and won’t get up 
again, I'm afraid, so we must laU her) , and there’s the Menno 
ram and sheep belongmg to ilr Seagiave — plentj’’ of live stock. 
Non n hat's tlie first thinp we must get on shore after we are 
all landed 1 — a spai and top-gadant-sail for a tent, a coil or two 
of rope, a mattress or tno for Madam and the children, two 
a.\es, hainnier and nails, somethmg to eat — j'cs, and sometlung 
to cut it with There, that will do for the present,’ said old 
Beadj, getting up ‘Now I’ll just light the fire, get the water 
on, and, whdo I think of it, boil tu o or three pieces of beef and 
pork to go on shoiu with them , and then I’ll call up Mr Sea- 
graro, for I reckon it ivill be a hard day’s work and may we 
have God’s blessing on it ! ’ 


OHAPTER IX 


As sooii as Heady had executed his mtcntions, and had fed 
the ammnls, he vent to the cabm. and called Mr Seagrave and 
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^mtoL ^ With te 'btit, as 

Bfetfuiad iti tiieii- place , -the hoat ^ ‘ and ijA- 

ok pmsn iva re^airod lo tear it cltar of tho - 

rail, they could not hoist it ui ^ ^ to 

-‘Wet Wilham,^ yoh tun donni ^ ^anU 

edine 'oh deck to assist us— ne must a - stiong girl, and, 

Wilhaui soon mtiuiied nrith w o 
-with her assistance, they succeeded in gettoo 
then they sent Juno don-n again in o e ^ork , 

' The boat ivastnhied over, and Ready con 

ivhile Mr Seagrave, at Itis request, pu it naS nailed 

galley file, tdl ready for pitching the ^ worked 

Wht n^S not till dinnef-tMe tha and^ 

hard, could patch Jip the hoat, ho le B_A— , in&ide and out 

, the seaihs which he had cal^^ u ‘ we’ll drag her to 

‘I think ne shall do now, six,’ Said Ready , ^vell drag 

slic ,Ttis {lieu launclicd over dbe .EObb?. ^ , sn befaotioii she 

o! Mr Seagiavo aud Beady, and to tlieir great sabefact 

appealed to leak vcr>^ httle a w fired— take some 

•Neiv, eixrSid Eeddy, ‘vrtel sWl db 
things on shore, or some of the elnldl en 

‘What do yon say, Ready r , T tfimk as the water 

' Why then, sir, ^vlth submission ^ -> tpatyon and I 

is as sffiOotb as giasS, and we tad land an:^ , liundred yards 
bad better go first to reconnoitre, -it is not tiNO u 
_ to tbo beacb, and a\ e shall lose but htt e i , 

' Veiy well, Ready I wiU first ’^un dovm an t ^ ^ ^ 

Aul m tiie beau vMe. TU put tlio ■ 

one or two otJiel things , it mtU he So inu cord Mi 

Ready pUt tbe sad m, an aie, u jnus ' , 

; Seagnive came up ngaiu . they hoEh got into 

pulled ou Shorn ,1.1,4. fUpv could see nothing o 

When they landed they found that so thick 

the interior of the iSbUid, the ^a-nut of a md 

but to their right they petce^’Cd, a „Q.^g m front of th 

- off, usmoR sandy cove, with bmshwuodgrotnng 

^ cocoa-nut trees p 
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‘Tlmt'^aid Beady, pointing to it, ‘must be our l ocatio n, as 
tbe Amencans caU it. Let ua get into the boat again, Mr Sea- 
grave, and pidl do it , it is but a bttle way to pull, but a long 
way to carry the things in the boat ’ 

In a few minutes they arrived at the cove , the water ivas 
shallow and as dear as ciystal Beneath the boat's bottom they 
could see beautiful shells, and the fish about in every 

direction ' 

The sand extended about forty yards from tbe uater, and 
then commenced the brushwood, which ran back about forty 
yards further, intermmg^d ivith single cocoa nnt trees, until it 
joined the cocoa-nut grove They pulled the boat m, and landed. 

‘IVell, Beady,' asked Mr Seagrave, 'now that we are in tlie 
grove, u hat do j ou think 1 ' 

‘I uas lookuig for a place to fix a tent up for the present, sir, 
and I think that on that httle nso would be a very good place 
till no can look about us and do bettor , but we have no time 
now, sir, for wc have plenty of taps to make before lughtfall 
If you please, we’U haul the sail and other articles on to the 
beach, and then retinru on board.’ 

As they were pultiug the boat back, Beady said, ‘I've boeu 
thinking about what is best, Mr Seagrave Would htiu Sea- 
gra\c miud >our leaviug herl — ^if not, I should say w'e should 
liave Juno and Muster WiUiaui ou shore first, as they can be of 
use.' 


‘ I do not think that she will mind being left on board with 
William and the ehildreu, provided that I return ior her when 
she 15 to come on shore herself with the baby ' 

‘ Well then, lot JIastor William remam on board if you please, 
sir m laud you and Juno, Master Tommy, and the dogs, this 
time, for Biey mil be a protection in case of accidents You and 
Juno can be domg sometlimg while I return by myself for the 
other articles we shall require ’ 

As ^ou ns they amved on board, hlr Seagrave went doun to 
cheer his -svifo with the account of what they had seen, and he 
obtained her consent to the arrangement made by Beady 
Wlulc ho domi below. Beady had cast off the lashings of the 
had formed the sheers, and draggmg them for- 
Nard, had launched them over the gujmel, with lines fast to 
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them, ready for Rowing on shore In a few minutes Juno and 
Tommy made their appearance on deck , Heady put some tools 
into the boat, and a couple of shovels, which he brought up when 
he went for the dogs, and once more ‘they landed at the sandy 
cove 

‘hfow, Mr Seagrave, PU remain on shore with you a httle 
First, we’U load the musket in case of need We will take up 
the sad. between us Jimo, you can carry the tools , and then 
wo can come back again for the spars, and the rope, and the 
other things Come, Master Tommy, you can carry a shovel, at 
all events, and that will make you of some use We must aU 
work now ' 

Having taken all these things to the little ^lolj which Ready 
had pointed out before, they returned for the spars , and m two 
tnps they had earned everything there, Tommy with the second 
shovel on his shoulder, and very proud to be employed 

‘ Here are two trees which will answer oui piupose pretty weU, 
said Ready, ‘ as they are far enough apart , we must lash the 
spars up to them, and then throw the sml over, and bring it 
down to the ground at both ends , that will be a beginning, at all 
events j andlwdlbrmg some moie canvas on shore, to setup 
the other tent between these other trees, and also to shut up 
the two ends of both of them , then we shall have a shelter for 
Madam, and Jimo, and the younger children, and another for 
ilaster Wilham, Tommy, and ourselves How, sir, Til just help 
you to lash the spars, and then I’ll leave you to finish while I go 
on board again ' 

‘ But how can we reach so high, Ready 1 ^ 

‘ Why, sir, we can mauage that by first lading a spar as g 
as wo can conveniently reach, and thou standing on that w eve 
lash the other in its proper place I shall bring another spar 
on shore, that we may do 'the same when no set up the other 

Having by this plan succeeded in lashing the spar high enough 
and throwing the sad over the spar, Ready and j It ea^vc 
spread it out, and found that it mado a very' good-sized tent 

‘How, su, I’ll return on board, in the mean time if yon win 
cut pegs from the brushwood to fasten the sad ovai 
ground, and then with the shovel cover the bottom of it witn 
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Eand'to keep it dovm, it wU bo closo cnougU ’i'^iicn i« all 

fim-ilied There’s my knife, mr, if jou bavrii t got niie.’ 

'I shall do %Dry i\cll,’ replied Mr Seigravo , ‘ (Tmm emi hcip 
mo lo pull the canvas out tight yrhen I tun rcadi ' 

‘ Yes , and m the mean tune, Jiino, take n slmvcl nml leael 
the inside of the tent pice and smcKith, ind tlir.m out nit tho-o 
old cocoa-nut Icaies, niul look if yon see any aonnin l«L’'i!ZS. 
amonsthein It mn\ beasuoUloKi>,MrH* ignive, linf’^lmuid 
anything happen, and j ou require my ai * istaneo, j on had better 
fire oil the gnn, and I mil coino on shore tp jou immrdiitelj 


OnAlTER X 

WiitN Ready loturntd on boinl, he firitMciil doini mto llm 
cabin to acquaint Mrs. he.ignivc and William mth vhat liny 
had done. Mrs Seagraic uituralH felt nuvious nbont her 
husband being on shore alone, and Kcadj informed her tl at 
they had agreed that, if anj thing should occur, ilr Stignno 
would fire the musket Jlc then i, cut domi into tlio fiail-roimi 
to got some cam as, a new top gallant sail winch was there, and 
a palm and needles \ntli twmo , and li.aiang put into the bo it 
the soilmaker’s bag uith palm and needles, tuo mattrusso^, and 
blankets from the captain’s state mom, the saucepan wath the 
beef and pork, and a spar uhicli he toned lestcni, he found that 
he had ns much as he could carry , but, n.s there was nolH'dy 
but himself in it, he came on shore vorj ucll Iliivmg, wath 
the assistance of ilr Scagnivo and Juno, got ad the things tip 
to the IvDoll, Ready lashed the spar up for the Bccnnd tent, and 
then leaving them to fix it up like the other, ho returned again 
on board Juno had cleaned the tent out verj nicclj , and snul 
that she had not found any animals or insects among the Iciues. 
Refore he went, Ready gave Toinmj a stick, and told him to 
natch the beef and pork, mid not allow the dogato cal it nil up, 
and Tommj’', who was on his good behaviour, “dood sentrj m or 
it as grave as a judge Ready made two other trips to tho 
ship, bnngmg with him more liedduig, a hag of ship’s biscuits, 
another of potatoes, plates knives and forks, spoons, frj uig pans, 
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and other cooking utensils, and a variety of other articles He 
then showed Juno how to fill up the ends of the first tent with 
the canvas and sails 
he had brought on 
shore, so ns to en- 
close it all round , 

Juno took the 
needle and tuune, 
and worked very 
v ell Ready, satis- 
fied that she would 
be able to get on 
without them, now 
said, ‘Mr Seagrave, 
wo have but two 
hours more day-^ 
hght, and it is right 
that iMrs Seagrave should come on shore now, so, if you 
please, we’ll go off and fetch her and the children ’ 

As soon as they arnved on board, Mr Seagrave went down to 
his wife to propose her going on shore She was much agitated, 
and very weak from her illness, but she behaved courageously 
notwithstanding, and, supported by her husband, she gamed 
the declc, Wilhara following with the baby, and his httle sister 
Caroline carried by Ready With some dilBculty they were aU 
at last placed in the boat and shoved off, but Mrs Seagrave 
was so dl, that her husband was obhged to support her m his 
arms, and William took an oar They landed very 'safely, and 
earned Mrs Seagrave up to the tent, and laid her down on one 
of the mattresses She asked for a httle water 
‘ And I have forgotten to bnng any with me , well, I am a 
stupid old man , but I’ll go on board directly,’ said Ready 
Ready returned ns fast as he could, and brought on shore 
two kegs of fresh water, and Mrs Seagrave, having drunk 
some, declared that she was much better 
‘ I shall not return on board any more to-mght,’ said Ready, 

‘I feel tired — ^very tired mdeed, and I haven’t touched food 
this day, or even quenched my thirst ’ 

Poor old Ready was indeed quite tired out, but he ate some- 
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tlung, and folfc mucli revived Juno 'was very 1‘ “1 

given the cbldron some of tlio rnlt meat and bificnit to cat 
Tlio baby, and Tommy, and Cnroluio bad been put to bexl, and 

the second tent nas aearlj' ready 
‘It ^viU do \er} mcII for to-niglit, Jutio/ caid Mr Stngrive, 
‘ we bniodonc%vorl cnongli for this day’ 


ciiAPTJ^R xr 

Mr SrAORA-T*}. nas tbo fir-t nbo av obo and rtisa from Inn iK-d 
on Ibo ensiling morning He stepped out of Ibu tent, nrul looked 
aiound bnn. Tbo sky nas clear nnd bnlliant A liglit breeze 
rufiled o’er the surface of tbo w iter, and tlio tm\ waiM rippled 
one after another upon the nbitcsandof (boeny^ T<> the left 
of the cove tlie land rose, forming small bilb;, behind whicli np- 
licared tbo continuation of tbe cocoa-iml groi cs To tbo right, 
a low ndge of coral rooks rose nbaost ns n nail from tbesen, 
and joined tbo herbage and bnisbnood at nbmil a binidrcd pTCC’;, 
while the wreck of the Pacific, lying like soiuc liuge strand*l 
monster, fonned the pnmmicnt feature m the landatape 
lYben Jlr Sengravc relumed to the tent the tlog®, ■i\ ho had 1 ud 
themselves down upon the mattresses by the side of ^\ dlinm 
and Tommy, famied upon bun. 'Williain woke up with their 
wbimng, andbaTing rounicda caution from bus father not to 
wake old Beady, be dressed himself and came out. 

‘ Had I not bettor call J uiio, fallier ? ’ said Willnm , ‘ I think 
I can Vvntbont is aking mamma, if she is asleep ' 

'Then do, if you can, inj boy , and I ■nill see what cooking 
utensils Beady has brought on shore.’ 

Wilbnui soon returned to lus father, stating that lus mother 
was m a sound sleep, and that Juno had got up without waking 
her or the tu o children 

'Well, we’ll see if wo cannot get some breakfast ready £oi 
them, Wdhnm. Those dry cocoa-nut leaves will make an excel 
lent fire.’ 

‘ But, father, how are wo to light the fire 1 we have uo tmder- 
box or matches.’ 
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‘ No ^ but there ate other WiUiam, although, in most of 
them, tmder'13 necessary The savages can produce fire by 
rubbing a soft piece of wood against a hard one I m afraid 
that we should be a long wlule doing that, but we have gun- 
powder, and can make tinder by wetting it and rubbing it on a 
rag or piece of paper, or indeed a piece of soft wood , and we 
have two ways of igmtmg gunpowder— one is by a flint and 
steel, and the other by collecting the sun’s rays into one focus by 
a magnifying glass ’ 

‘ But, father, when we have bghted the fire what have we to 
cook 1 we have no tea or cofiee ’ 

' No, I do not think we have,’ rephed Mr Seagrave 

‘ But we have potatoes, father ’ 

‘ Yes, Wilbam, but don’t you think it would be better if we 
made our breakfast off the cold beef and pork and ship’s biscuits 
for once, and not use the potatoes 1 We may want them all to 
plant, you know , but why should we not go on board of the 
ship ourselves ? You can pull an oar pretty well, and we must all 
learn to work now, and not leave everything for poor old Beady 
to do Come, William ’ 

Mr Seagrave then went down to the cove the httlo boat v as 
lying on the beach, just lifted by the npphng waves , they pushed 
her off, and got mto her ‘ I toow where the steward kept the 
tea and coflee, father,’ said Wilham, as they pulled on board , 

‘ ^Mamma would like some for breakfast I’m sure, and BU milk 
the goats for baby ’ 

Although they v ere neither of them very handy at the oar, 
they were soon alongside of the ship , and having made the boat 
fast, they climbed on board 

William fii-st v ent down to the cabin for tlie tea and coffee, 
and then left his fatlier to collect other tlungs wlule ho went to 
■nulk the goats, which he did in a tin pan He then poured the 
milk into a bottle, uluch ho had washed out, that it might not be 
spilt, and went back to his fatlier 

‘ I have filled these two baskets full of a great many things, 
Wdliam, uhich null bo verj'' accepbible to your mamma. YTiat 
else shall ue take ?’ 

‘Let us take the telescope, at all events, father, and let us 
take a whole quantity of clothes — ^they will please mamma the 
' 3 
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dean onea are all in the draivora— ire can bnng them up in a elieet , 
and then, father, let us bnng some of the boolca on shore , and 
Pm sure mamma will long for her Bible and Prajer-book hero 

they are’ , 

In a short tune everything was put luto the boat, and they 
pulled on shore agam. They found Juno, who had been vinsh 
ing herself, n aiting for tliem at the cove to assist to take up, Uio 
things 

‘ Well, Jiuio, lion do you fiud youraolf tlus morning 1 
‘ Quite well, niassa,’ said Juno and then pointing to the clear 
water, she said, ‘ Plenty fish licro ’ 

‘ Yes, if we only had Imos,’ repbed Mr Seagraro. ‘ I thmk 
Beady has both hooks and hues Bomewhetm Come, J uno, take 
up this bundle of linen to your tent wo can manage all the rest 
‘ Then, Juno, yon may as wcU take this bottle of milk, which 
I got for httle Albert’s breakfast.’ 

‘ Yankee, Jlassn Wilham , dat very good of you ’ 

YTieu they arrived at the tent they found that ery ono was 
awake except old Beady, who appeared still to sleep very souud 
Airs Seagrave had passed a very good night, and felt herself 
much refreshed. Wilham made some touch-paper, which he 
lighted with one of the glasses from the telescope, and they soon 
had a good fire Air Seagrave went to the beach, and procured 
three large stones to rest the saucepan on , and m half an hour 
the water was boiling aud the tea made 


CHAPTER XU 

Juno had taken the children doivn to the cove, and, walking 
out into the water up to her knees, had dipped them m aU over, 
ns the shortest way of washmg them, aud had then dressed them 
and left them with their mother, while she assisted William to 
get the cups and saucers and plates for breakfast Everything 
laid out nice and tidy between tlio two tents, and theh 
\\ lUiam went and pushed Beady on the shouldei 

‘Ready, have you had sleep enough P said Wilham, as the 
old man sat up ’ 
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‘ Yes, Master 'William I Iia\ e Iind a good nap, I expect , 
and now I will get up and see what I can get for breakfast for 
you all ’ 

‘ Do/ replied 'William, laughing 

Beady was soon dressed, for he had only taken off his jacket 
when he had lain down He put it on, and came out of the 
tent y when, to his astomshnient, he found the whole party 
(hlrs Seagrave having come out with the cluldren) standing 
round the breakfast, which was spread on the ground 
*Qood inormng. Beady/ said Mrs Seagrave, extending her 
hand. j\rr Seagrave also shook hands with him 
‘ You have liad a good long sleep, Beady/ said Mr Seagrave, 
‘and I would not waken you after your fatigue of yesterday ’ 
"Whila they were at breakfast, 'Wilbnm told Eeady how they 
had gone on board, and what they had brought on shore, and he 
also mentioned how Juno had dipped nil the cluldren ni the sea 
‘But Jimo must not do that again/ rephed Eeady, ‘ until I 
have made aU safe , you know that there are jilenty of sharks 
about these islands, and it is very dangerous to go into the 
water’ 

‘ Oh, what an escape they have had ! cned Sirs Seagrave, 
shuddenug 

‘It’s very true/ continued Beady , ‘but they don’t keep so 
much to the windward of the islands, where we are at present, 
but stiU that smooth cove is a very likely place for them to 
come uito , so it’s just as well not to go in agam, Juno, until I 
have tune to make a place for you to bathe in in safety , but 
we have plenty to do before we think of that, and as soon as n e 
can get as much as we nant from the ship, we must decide 
whether we shall stay hero or not ’ 

‘ Stay here or not, Eeady ! — what do you mean 1 ' 

‘ "Why, wo have not vet found any water, and that is the first 
necessary of hfe — if there is no water on this side of the island 
we must pitch our tents somewhere else ’ 

‘That’s very true,’ rephed Mr Seagrave, ‘I wish we could 
find tune to explore a little ’ 

‘So we can, sir, hut ve must not lose this fine weather It 
may be rough to-morrow, and then we shall not be able to get 
anything from the ship We had better go non You, sir. 
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William, and mo. You and "WjHiaTn <^n rom-iln on lioird t<i 
collect tlio tlungp, aud I will Inml tltcm tm tho for Jnn<j In 
bnng tij) ’ 

Tllc^\holo daj wai apent m Jntiding cveta vintfj o( ariiclc 
■wliicli thej tlimigltl could l>e iionful, j\ll tli« p'(nUr,ail' cord* 
age, t\Miio, cninas, fimdl casbi;, i--m\ cliiwju, ai d 1 n o JillK 
and elm and oik ])1 ink, verc bro ight on fboro Wfort dnmer. 
After they had taken i hearlj dnon r tlmv istn* to iro k ramin, 
The cabin (abki and chain, ill their cloth'' mme box*' of 
c.indlcs, tMO Ing^^ of cofTce, t”ii of rice, two rtmro f>3 bi'miti, 
hcvcral jntecs of liccf and pi-ir)', mid Insn of Jlunr, for they 
could not ninnngo to get n ulmlo ca^k out, fmm iiioro inter, tt o 
grinditoue, nid JIrs .Scagraie’s iitfilicmr-cl tMe.-tlh* ii kindcvk 
When Ileidj c.imc off ngiin he ftiid, ‘ Our faHir twit v* t'>'ltiug 
lury leak}, and mil not take much nmre on 'iifo wj'honl 
being repaired , and Juno lia'< not been able to p’t lialf the 
things up— they arc too heiiy for one jurgon — I llniik we Ahtsll 
do pretty well now, Mr fioigraic ; and nc liadf I'Otlcr, lieforr it 
18 dark, get all tlic auimils on ehor«'* I don’t much like to triKt 
them to smin on shore, but Uiei are nukn.ird lliincs in n bmt, 
Yell trj a pig, at all cients, and, iilnlo I get one up, tlo jou 
and Master Mhlbam tie the legs of the foub, niid p>iiL th‘'ni into 
the bolt , M for the cow, aho cannot bo brought on rhorc, slit is 
still lying down, and, I oTpcot, won’t got up agam anj more— it 
13 Uio wiy widi those aninmk , howcier, 1 Imc given her 

plenty of hnj, and, if she don't nsc, why I will kill her, and uc 
can salt Lor down ’ 


^Wlow and the squealing of (he pig was 

tho lund legs aud llircw it into the ec.i over the ruimol the 
pig floundered at first, but after n few seconds tiinS its liLd 
aw ay from the ship and sw am for the shore 
A minute afterwards, Heady cxcliuncd,- 
I thought as much— wre’ve lost him V 
How?’ rephed Mr Scagravc 

ttog-tlsre, 1* e„t him I' Lid E^rl T **" ‘””1 

midor the ..hm ™h a he.,, .p,„h 
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the pig than your httle children, Mr Seagrava We’ll go down 
now and tie the legs of 
the other four pigs, 
and bnng them np ’ 

As soon as the pigs 
were in the boat, Ready 
I culled it on shore, 
ivhile Mr Seagrave and 
iVilham brought up 
/he goats and sheep 
ready for the next 
trip Ready soon returned. 

They then all got into tlie boat, which was very deeply laden, 
for the corn was heavy, but they got safe on shore, although 
they leaked very much Having landed the goats and sheep, 
Wilham led them up to the tent, wheie they remamed very 
quietly , the pigs had run away, and so had the fowls, but this 
■nns to be expected The beach was quite covered with the 
quantity of things they had brought on shoie 

‘That’s what I call a good day’s work, Mr Seagrave,’ said 
Ready , ‘ the httle boat has done its duty well , but we must 
not venture in her agam until I have put her mto a httle bettor 
condition ’ 

They were not at all sorry, after thou hard day’s work, to find 
that Jimo had prepared coffee for them, and while they were 
drmking it they narrated to hire Seagrave the tragical deatli of 
the poor pig by the shark hire Seagrave embraced her httle 
boy, who was m her arms, when she heaid the tale , and when 
she hRcd up her head again there was a tear of thankfulness 
roUing down her check. Poor Juno appeared qmte fnghtened 
at the danger which the children had been in, even now that it 
was all over 



CHAPTER Xni 

We shall, for the future, omit the regular daily routmo of our 
party on the island, as we shall have qmte enough to do to 
narrate the various incidents which eadi day brought forth. 





Whcu brcnkfist -mR o\cr tho w'xt nmnnnr obo^,fc4. 

‘Nov, MrFc)ifrrr\fi, m nuHt Imldn tojuiril of yuw, mn fiKnw 
upon nn cxpJonnR pirlj for (ojnorrow. TJio brrt nuc^tooi is 
of \\lio 5 n is llic pirt} to co)isr^t 1 4io<l tlmt J x i td 
jouropimnii* 

]lcnd\,’ rcpl)C<\ Mr firicrno, 'U opHsr-f fo »’0 mt 
jTMi nnd 1 RhowUI Ro’ 

‘Surdy not both of ^ml, m% dCAr,' jntf rniptrd Mri >^*rr{V>c, 
‘Yovi cnn do witbout mj IvudKind, cnn ym nut, lU I'H f* 

‘I ccrtonily sbonld Imo bird to h^^o Imd Mr f.Kjn«vc to 
nd\nso ^^ltb, nia’ im,’ rc]ibcd Rtadv, ‘but fill J lu^o tlioupht 
upon il, and do not tbink tlint Mnsti r Y'llinin voaM b-' fjniia 
suniuciit protection for you.’ 

‘Y’'ould jou gonlono, tben,Iloadj V i^nd Mr 
‘No, wr, 1 do not tlnnb Unit xvould V n",bl ouber'-^omu 
ucciduit ungkt huppen 1 elioulil bki, tbcaforcsj to lin%e friTuJ 
one with mo , the question ib, sshclhor it lie Mivsltr M lUmiu or 
JwuoV 

‘ And wluch would lou prefoi, Heady 1’ rud Mrv ^{-agruve. 
‘Mastoi Mhllmin, cortamlj, ina’mu, if jou will let him go 
with me, as JOU could all simro the pirl 1 wtw onlj''afrmfl joii 
would rai-RC pome objection.’ 

‘Indeed, I do not bko at, 1 would nitlicr lo«e Juno for o 
time,’ replied Jilm Scagrai o. 

‘ My dear wife,’ said Mr Scaprwc, ‘ wlmt did Heady ja.*t imw 
pay ?— that wo wctc in the bauds ol Pros idciico ' 

‘■Well, then, 'Wilbain shall go inlh jon, Hendi,’ said Jlr^ 
Scagraia 

‘ The noi-t thing is to prepare for our journey tVe must b'kc 
some proviBions and water with us, n gun and somo ainmmu- 
tion, a large axe for me, and one of the IntchtU for Master 
■William, and, if jou please, Koimilus and Hemus had Indtcr 
come with us, and Viseu sliall remain wath jou Juno, jmt a 
piece of beef and a piece of pork into the pot. ifastcr 'Wilbam, 
wall you fill four quart bottles wath water, wbjlo I sew up a 
knapsack out of cainau? for c.ich of us ? ’ 

‘ And what shall I do, Headi V smd Mr Scagmie, 

‘■Wby, sir, if you waU have the kindnass to aharpen tho nxo 
aud the hatchet on the gnndstono, it would be of great service, 
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and Master Tommy can turn it, he is such a strong httle man, 
and so fond of ■work ’ 

- Tommy jumped up directly , he "was quite strong enough to 
turn the gnndstone, but he was much fonder of play than ■v\mrk, 
but, as Beady had said that he was fond of it, he mshed to 
prove that such was the case, and Tommy did woik very hard 
foi Beady, who was making the knapsacks, sat bv them, and 
when Tommy was inchnod to leave off he praised him for 
behaving so well, and pomted out to hlrs Seagrave what a clever 
boy he was , so Tommy, who bleed to lie praised, turned the 
handle of the gnndstone until the pcrspimtion ran dorni his 
forehead Before they went to praj^ers and retued for the night, 
the axe was sharpened, the knapsacks made, and everything eke 
ready 


CHAPTER X[V 

Beady was up befoie the sun had appeared, and he auakened 
Wilham , they dressed themselves in sileuce, because they did 
not "Wish that Mrs Seagrave should be disturbed The knapsacks 
had been already packed, with tuo bottles of water in each, 
wrapped round with cocoa-nut leaves to prevent then breakmg, 
and the beef and pork dl^udcd between each knapsack. Bead/s, 
■u'hich'Was larger than WiUiam’s, held the biscmt and several 
other things ivluch Beady had prepared in case they might 
require ■them , and round his \v aist he tuisted tu o cords, to tie 
the dogs if required. 

As soon as the knapsacks ivore on, Beady took the axe and 
gun, and asked Wilham if he thought he could carry a small 
spado on his shoulder, which they had brought ou shore along 
■with the shovels Wilhnm rephed that he could , and the dogs, 
who appeared to know they w ere going, were all ready staudmg 
by them, when Beady -nent to one of the small vater-casks, 
took a dnnk himself, gave one to Wilham, and then as much to 
the dogs as they would dnnk. 

‘ Now, Master Wilham, do yon know,' said Beady, stoppmg 
after they had walked t\\ent3' yards, *by what means -uo may 
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‘ Because among these islands tlio mods almost always blow 
one way wo landed on tbo wandward side, the wind is at our 
back , no-w put up youi finger, and you will feel it eveu among 
the trees ’ 

' ITo, I cannot/ replied Wilham, as be bold np bis finger 
‘Then wet jom fiiigei, and try again ’ 

Wiibam wet bis finger iii bis mouth, and held it up again 
‘ Yes, I do feel it now/ said ho , ‘ but why is that ?’ 

‘Because tb6 wind blowrs against the wet, and yon feel the 
cold.' 

As Beady said this the dogs growled, then started forward, 
and barked 

‘ ^Tiat can be there 1 ' cried "William. 

‘ Stand still, ^faster "William,’ ropbed Rcadj’-, cocking his gun, 
‘and I wall go forward to see ’ Beady advanced cautiously watb 
the gun to his hip The dogs barked more funousl}' , and at 
last, out of a heap of cocoa-nut leaves collected together, out 
burst all the pigs which had been brought on sboi-e, gi untmg 
and galloping away as fast as 'they could, with the dogs in pur- 
suit of them. 

‘ It’s only tlio pigs, Master William,’ said Ready, smihng , ' I 
never thought I-should be half frightened by a tame pig Hei-e, 
Romulus 1 here, Remus * come back ! ’ continued Ready, calling 
to the dogs ‘Well, blaster William, tlus is our first adventui-e ’ 
‘I hope wo shall not meet wuth any one more dangerous,’ 
rejilied '(^'"iliiara, laughing, ‘but I must say tliat I was alarmed ’ 
‘No w^ouder, for, although not hkely, it is possible there may 
be wald animals on tlus island, or e^ on savages '\ATule I think 
of it, Master Wilham, as you may have to carrj" one very often, 
never by any chance leave your gnu cocked , recoUcct, until you 
want to fire, neier cod ^ovr gun Now I must look at the 
compass, for we hai e turned about, so that I do not know w hich 
w’ay we are to go AR’s nght now — come along, dogs •’ 

Ready and 'Wilham continued their w’ay through the cocoa-' 
nut grove for more than an hour longer, maikiug the trees as 
they went along , they then sat down to take their breakfast, 
and the two dogs lay dowm by them, t 

‘Don’t give the dogs any water, Master Wilham, nor any uf ^ 
the salt meat, give them bisciut only ' 
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' ]Jut iJio}' aio 'vcrv thirst) , mi) not I f;i\c ihrm n littlol' 

‘No A\o shall A\aiitit nil oun'cNr-^, m the firrt pH''-c ; ami, 
m tbo next, I msli them l^i Im thirsty Ami, -Mast; r Willuitn, 
tnko mj adneo, nncl onlyflnnk n <iiinl1 ijnanUt) of Avnf'>r nt n 
tune it iH quito suflicinit to qotitrh the thin-t , and tlic inora 
jou dnnk, the inoro >ou wniiL’ 

‘ But we have our axes, mul can nlunxH cut doun a co* oa-iiut, 
and get the milk from the yoimg nntf' 

‘ Verv-^ true , and fortunato it is tint wo hovo thrl to rt'osd to ; 
but still we could not den cr) well otuocoi nntmttklih'{)ti,e\cii 
if it wore to be procured nil the vear round Now, Mmter 
William, we will go on if \ou do not feel tirfsl ’ 

‘Not intlio least, I amtirr-d of seeing nothing but tlici'cioA 
of the cocou-nut trcLs, and Hhall be ver) glad when we nro 
through the wood ’ 

Heady and William recommenced their journey 
The ground now becamo more nnduliliiig, nlthough i=tdl 
covered with cocoa-nut trees, even thmker tryictlicr limn Inforc, 
They contim ed their march, ocwioualh looking nt the coinpas.'* 
until William showed sj-mptoms of weariness, for the wood Ind 
become more diflicidt to get through linn at first 
‘How many miles do jon think w>o liave w died, Hcidy ?' 
said Willy 

‘About eight, I should tlunic ' 

‘Not more than eight'?’ 

‘ No , I do not think that, allogt then, w e have made more tlmn 
two miles an hour its slow work, trar oiling hj compass, and 
marking the trees , but I think the wood looks lighter before rm, 
now that w'o are at the lop of tins hill ’ 

They now descended into a sinuli hollow, and then went up- 
luU ngmin As soon as tiicy arrived at tho top, WiUiam cned 
out, Tho sea, Ready 1 there’s the ee-i ' * 


CHAPTER SA" 

^Oh ! how beautiful I’ exclaimed William 

Perhaps a more lovely scone could scarcely bo imapued Tho 
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cocoa-nut gro% c terminated about a qini ter of a imlo from tlie 
bcacli Tory abruptly, for tboro urns n rapid descent for about 
tlurty feet from a hero they stood to the laud below, on which 
■was a mnhiro of little grass knolls and brushwood, to about fifty 
jards from the water's edge, uheie at was met with dazzhng 
"vvlnte sand, occasionally dnided by narrow ridges of rock which 
ran inland. 

The u ater u as of a deep blue, except whore it was broken into 
white foam on the icefs, which extended for imlos from the 
beach, and the locks of which noiv and then showed themselves 
above water On the rocks wore perched crowds of gannets and 
men-of-v ar birds, whilo others wheeled m tho air, every now and 
then darting dow n into the blue sea, and bnngmg up m tbeir 
bills n fish out of tho shoals, W'luch nppled the water, or bounded 
clear of it in their gambols The form of tho coast was that of a 
horse-shoe bay-two pomts of land covered with shrubs ex- 
tending far out ou each side Tho liuo of the horizon, far out at 
sea, wms clear and unbroken 

Ready cut two wide marlcs m tho stems of the cocoa-nut trees, 
and then descended with Wilbam to tho low ground, where they 
sat down to eat their dinner As soon as thoir meal was finished, 
they first walked doivu to the water’s edge, and Ready turned 
Ills eyes uiland to sec if he could discover any httle ravine or 
hollow which might ho likel3’- to contaui fiesli water ‘There 
are one or two pLices there,’ observed Eeadj% pomting to them 
with his finger, ‘whore the water lias run down in the romy 
season we must exammo them carcflilly, but not now , to- 
morrow' will be time enougli, I want to find out whethei there 
IS any means of getting our httle boat through this reef of rocks, 
or otlierwise we shall have very hard wmrk (if we change onr 
abode to this spot) to bring all our stores through that wood , it 
would take us wrecks, if not mouths , so we will pass the rest of 
this day m examimng the coast, Master Wilham, aud to-niorrow 
w'e will tiy for fresh water ’ 

‘How beautafnl the corals are — look here, they grow like 
little trees under the water, — and look here, here is really a 
flower lu bloom growmg on that rock just below the water ’ 

‘ Put your finger to it, Master William,’ said Ready 

Wilham did so, and the flower, as he called it, then shut up 
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‘Why, it’s flesh, and aiuc I’ 

‘Yes, it is; I have often seen them lieforo • tbej call thtin, 

I think, sea anemones— they nro nniranls.’ 

‘ But ivhnt IS tlntr cried illimn, pointing to the aand— ‘ that 

round dark thing?’ 

‘That’s uhat I am leiy glad to see, hf aster Yniiam U’n a 
turtle, they come up about this time m tlio evi,JiHig to drop 
their eggs, and tlien the\ huiy them lu (lie s lud ’ 

‘ Can’t ue catch them?' 

‘Yes, uc can catch them if uc go about it ipuctly , but jou 
must take care not to go behind them, or Ihri iiill tlm>" such a - 
shoM er of sand upon i on, u itli tlieirlmid flajiiiers <>r tin.*, that tlu) 
would bhnd j on and e-c ipt at the sama lima 'The wa> to uitch 
them IS to got at their licadsand turn them oier on thutr hicks 
by one of the fore fins, and then the} cannot turn b ick npun * 

‘If we come to Ino hem, I suiiiio.o we shall uitdi thtmivha’i“ 
e\ or w 0 want them ’ 

‘No, wo shall not, for the} onl} come on shore la the brooding 
season , but wo will make i turtle pond JoinicwJicro, whicli the} 
cannot get out of, but which the sea flows into ; and then wlicn 
wocatchthcm we will put them intoit.and haic them read} for 
use as we reqmro them ' 

They now continued their walk, niid, forcing their wav 
through the brusliwood which grew thick upon thojtomt0f land, 
soon arrived at the end of it 

^yhat is that out there ? ’ said \\ liliam, tJOinhng to the right 
of where thev stood 


‘ That 13 another island, Jfostcr William, whieli I am i or} gl id 
to see, ei en m that direction, although it wall not be so tisvto 
^m 1 , we ^ obhgcd tolcavo this for want of water , it is, 
however, possible that wo might 

eround where the cocoa nut gro\ o 

™de i 80 »i Jl i.“d rat'rtXt 

Wasted Wdham^ at '"atcr, and go to bed Look, 

nearly set’ ' ° tho trees ! the sun has 
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CHAPTER XVL 

William slept as sound as if lie had been on shore in England 
upon a soft bed m a warm room — so did old Ready, and when 
they woke the next mormng it was broad dayhght The poor 
dogs were suffering for want of w’ater, and it pained Wilham 
very much to see them with their tongues out pantmg and whin- 
ing as they looked up to Imn 'Now, Master Wilham, ’ said 
Ready, ' shall we take our breakfast before we start, or have a 
walk first ? ‘ 

‘ Ready, I cannot really dnnk a drop of water myself, and I 
am thirsty, unless you give a httle to these poor dogs ’ 

‘ I pity the poor dumb creatures as much as you do. Master 
Willy ; if you hke, we wiU take a walk first, and see if we can 
find any water Let us first go to the httle deU to the nght, and 
if we do not succeed, we will try farther on, where the water has 
run down during the rainy season’ They soon came to the 
dell, and the dogs put their noses to the ground and snuffed 
about , at last they lay down panting 
' Let us go on, sir,’ said Ready thoughtfully , they went on to 
where the run of water appeared to have been — ^the dogs snuffed 
about more eagej;‘ly than before 
‘ You see, Master Wdhnm, these poor dogs are now so eager 
for water, that if there is any they wiU find it out where we never 
could I don’t expect water above ground, but there may be 
some below it TIus beach is haidly far enough from the 
water’s edge, or I should try in the sand for it’ 

‘In the sand 1 — ^but would it not be salt ?’ rephed Wilham 
‘ No, not if at a good distance from the sea-beach , for you see, 
Wilham, the sand by degrees filters the sea-water fresh, and 
very often when the sand runs in a long way from the high- 
water mark, if you dig down you wall find good fresh water, at 
other times it is a httle brackish, but still fit for use ’ 

‘Ijook, Ready, at Romulus and Remus — how hard they are 
digging with theu paws there in the hollow ’ 

‘Now you see the advantage of having kept them in pain for 
a few hours , it is in all probabihty the saving of all of us, for 
w'e muse either have found water or quitted tins island’ 
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Kcndj' walJvcd qmcHy to where the dop contmtitKl dijtjptij?' 
they ]nd already got down to the tnoist t-'irth, find were -m 
cagoilj (it Morlv that il wai wdh diflkiilt^ ho could got ihem 
out of hm wnj to niio hi3 “([mdo. Jic h id iiot dug two fee* kjoro 
the water trickled down, and m foae or fivoinmntM iht doga 
had MifUciciit to plunge tlieir no^e^ in and io drink lopmudy 
Ihat la a ptoiileous apniii', depend upon i!, air,’ ‘'aad Roady, 
M they walked hack to wliero tliej InJ filcjit and left their 
kuiipHacks, Muit we inuat clear it out further up mnong tho 
trees, where tiio sun cannot reath il,anc2 then tt will Ih‘ cool nud 
not he (ined up Wc shall Jin\o plontj of worSc for the next 
year at least, if -uo remain hero ’\VJicro we are jjovs will l>c a 
capital spot to build our houso om’ 

As soon as the breal fast was over, RouK said Now 'wo 
must go dowai and cx)dorc tlio other jKunt. tor jou ?<c. 3Iafitor 

as ouHnn through the as f, ami 

n c<mie round tins side of the island, it »-? 

AUe^n 1 r! ^ onlrtiice. 

wale^ws f 

rassa-c wo slLu’T"'” "’r" " 

passage wo sualJ bo very fortunate ' 

X.^cirtolLT'^, “ 'T ”■» 

v.:y":oCaitf «wi 
f » »! fc «i««a » fot 

bliau wo go bdclc to-daj V 

liiotw IB Bunoiis alwlit ym *'^0 ^ 

o'clock, 1 Bkould a,7‘ \7' * » 'd „p™ „ It ,s „ot hcch 0 
for It 18 uo U3o taking them *’ptdc and nxc Jicrc, 

e^try, for although it ruot tite 1 wall 

always be prepared, jet,,, ^ "fintod, still we must 
aud see how the water ^ 0 ^ 1 ???? 

As they walked alonrSi^ 1 ^ 

found the sea-birds hovfnS dotf toll 


on the sand. 
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und tuoy were foW ^ BclSsrdarS^^^^ 

away vnth tlielu -rrr,'ihnra sunWised , . 

‘ How vary stiwnge, said fisli 

r-ype sir "but you see liow it fnglit rau 

byL Wr ones ^tooU io mMous to oetch tiem 

npobtliobeeeh. “a to'to gennets picUed fem 

that they came on shore also, 

all up ’ Til pii Tleady had dug fiOite 

They found the ^ ^ ry sweet afld good 

^ater, and, thstmg it, it prm ed very 


CHAPTER ’ 

, i. «»= "Wilhaniand Ready 

found themselves almost clea on the day be 

nearly eight hours to for , , observed WiRia“> ^ 

H feel the wind but it appears to me to b 

“ rt betrS to riSy i.«a v-outod to 

to 5w ' ^ . and at "STanI 

thf hute Mr "seagrave ti^f to 
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‘I am sure of it,’ repbed Itcady, *aud wo must expect n 
blusterous lugbt And now, if you please, sir, you and Juno,' 
Master Wilbam and I, 'will take tbo firet precaution necessaiy, 
wlucb 13 to go down and, between ns, Imul up our little boat as 
far from the bcacb as wo possibly can, for tlie svaves wall be bigb 
and ran a long way up, and our boat wall be our mam depend- 
ence soon ’ 

The four nont down as soon as Heady Ind saved the ends of 
the spars which had been cut off into tlirec rollers to fix under 
the keel , svith the help afforded by them, the boat was soon 
hauled up high mto the brashvood, vhcrc it was perfcptly safe 

‘I meant to ha\o worked upon her immediately,’ observed 
Ready, ‘but I must wait now till the galo is oicr, and I did 
hope to have got on baard once more, and look after some things 
wluch I have since remembered wmuld have been useful, and to 
see if that poor cow w as aUve yet , but I strongly suspect,’ 
contmued he, looking at the weather, ‘that wc shall ne%cr go on 
board of that poor vessel again ’ 

Ready, assisted by klr Seagrave, got out some heavj' canvas 
and lines, and commenced putting it as a double cover over the 
tents to keep out the ram , thej also secured the tents with guiss 
and stays of rope, so as to prevent them beuig blown down , 
while Juno 'with a shovel deepened the trench which had been 
made round the tents, so tlmt the water nught nm off more 
easily They did not leave off work until all was completed, 
and then they sat down to a late moak Dunng the time they 
were at worl^ Ready had made Mr Seagras o acquainted ■with 

^ t-f ®ud done during the exfiloruig eroe- 

ition, and the adventure with the pigs made them aU laugh 


veathor threatened still more , the 
wind now blew strong, and the rocky beach was lashed by the 

W t si The whole family rc- 

tiey did not take off^ thw d£“ of Tommy and the cMdren, 
down without undressing and w u throw himself 

same. Mrs Seagrave afthoi^?*^’ Perceiving this, did the 

also remamed dressed and ^ould not show her nlartn, 

'‘tossed, and Juno followed her example. 
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CHAPTER xvnx 

The storm now raged furiously, the hghtmug was accompanied 
by loud peals of thunder, and the cluldien awoke and cried 
' with inght, till they wore hushed to sleep aganx The wund 
howled as it pressed with all its violence against the tents, 
while the rain poured off in torrents One moment the canvas 
of- the tents would bulge in, and the cords v hich held it strain 
and crack j at another, on eddy of uund would force out the 
■';anvas, winch would flap and flap, while the ram foimd many 
an entrance.' The tent in which Mrs Seagrave and the children 
reposed was on the outside of the others, and therefore the 
most exposed" It was about midnight that the wind burst on 
them with greater violence than before A loud crash was 
hoard by Ready and Mr Seagrave, followed by the slmoks of 
Mrs Seagra\e and Juno , the pegs of the tents had given vmy, 
ancL thohumates were exposed to the fuiy of the elements 
Ready rushed out, followed by Mr Seagrave and William. So 
strong was the uind and beatmg rain, and such vus the dark- 
ness, that it was with some ddflculty that by their united efforts 
the women and children could be extricated Master Tommy 
was tbe first taken up by Ready bis courage had all gone, and 
ho was beUomng most fmiously Wilbam took Albert in charge 
and earned him iiit-o the other tent, where Tommy sat m his 
wet sluvt roaring most melodiously Juuo, Mrs Seagra\e, and 
the httle girl vctc at last earned away and taken into the other 
tent Hothing moie could bo done except putting the children 
into tlic bods, and then the whole party sat np the remainder of 
the inglit listening to the noise of the v ind, the roanug of the 
sea, and the lond patters of the ram against the canvas At 
daw’ll of daj , Ready w cut out of the tent and found that the 
gale bid spent its foico, and had already niuoli abated Ho 
tvinicd Ins cye .5 to where tlio ship hid been fixed on ibc rocks 
it was no longer there — the whole fiumo hid dis*ipj)carc(l, but 
the fngmeuts of it, and the contents of the hold'-, were flailing 
about m every direction, or tossing amongst the surf on tho 
beach 

‘1 thought as much,’ said Readj, pomtmg to where tie slop 
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hixd lam, as lie tunicd round and found tluvt Mr Seagrave liad i 
followed lum , ‘ look, sir, tlus galo lias broken her up entirely 
Tins IS a naming to ns not to remnm hero nny longer , n‘c must 
make tbo most of the fine -vreatlicr •nbich no may have before 
the rainy season sets in — and no liaAC no tiino to spare, sir, 1 
can tell you Let us non see nbat ne can do until the tent, 
nhilo blaster Wilbam and Juno try if tliey can get any break- 
fast.’ 

They sot to work. Heady and bir Scagravo made it fast 
with fresh cords and pegs, and very soon had it all londy , but 
the beds and bedding n ero n ct through They hauled o^ cr the 
wet canvas, and then left it to go to their breakfast, to nlucli 
Juno had summoned them 

‘We need do no more at present, sir,’ said Read}'’, ‘by night 
time it mil not be so wet, and we can handle it easier I see a 
break in the sky non, nhich promises fine neather soon — tho i 
gale was too fierce to last long And now, sir,’ said Readj', ‘ wo 
had better nork hard to daj, for no may save a great many 
things n hieh may be dashed to pieces on the rocks if n e do not 
haul thorn on shore ’ 


CHAPTER XIX. 

Tuey nent domi to tho beach Rcadj first procured from 
the stores a good stout rope , and os the naves tliron up casks 
and timbers of tho vessel, they stopped them from being n ashed 
back again, and cither rolled or hauled them up mth the rope 
until they u ero safely landed 

'Tlie nc\t morning the sun shone bright — the air n as fresh and 
bracing , but a sbght breeze rippled tho n nters, and there n as 
nttle or no surf The Aanous fragments of the nreck were 
tosse by ibo little surf that stiR remained , many things n ere 
lying on tho beach nliich had lauded during the night, and 
many more required but a little trouble to secure them There 
nShnwi? indraught into the cove, as aU tlio 

commt? floating out at sea nere now gradually 

g on shore in that direction Ready and Mr Seagrave 
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worked till broakiast-timo, and had by that time saved a great 
many casks and packages 

After breakfast they went down again to the beach and 
i-csumed their labours ‘Look, Ready, what is that?’ said 
William, who was nith them, as he pointed to a white-looking 
mass floating in the cove 

‘ That, sir, is the poor cow' , and if yon look agam, you will 
see the sharks are around, malang a feast of her don’t 3mu see 
them? 

Ready left them at their employment, and w ent away for his 
tools to repair the boat Dm mg this time Mr Seagmve and 
Wilham had occupied themselves in coUectmg the different ar- 
ticles thrown on shoie, and roUuig up the casks as far as they 
conld. 

As It would take some day^s for Ready to put the boat mto 
proper order, Mr Seagrave determmed that he would go to the 
other side of the island with Wilham, that he might ej.anune it 
himself , and as hfrs Seagrave had no objection to be left with 
Ready and Juno, on the third day after the gale they set off 
Wilham led the wuy, gmdmg lus footsteps through the grove by 
the blazing of the cocoa-nut trees , and m two hours they reached 
their destination 

‘ And now let ns examine the spnng, father,’ said Wilham, 
leading the way to the ravine 

The spnng was full and flowing, and the water excellent 
Thej' then ^ected their steps towards the sandy beach, and 
ha\nng w'alked some time, sat down upon a coral rock. 

‘ W’’ho would have ever imagined, Wdhnm,' said Mr Seagrave, 

‘ that this island, and so manj’^ more which aboimd in the Pacific 
Ocean, could have been raised by the w ork of little insects not 
bigger than a pm’s head? Give me that piece of dead coral 
Do 3’ou see that on every branch there are a hundred httle holes ? 
W^ell, in every one of these little holes once lived a sea msect , 
and as these insects in ci ease, so do the branches of the coral 
trees ’ 

* Yes, I imderstand that , but how do you make out that this 
island was made by them ? ’ 

‘The coral grows at first at the bottom of the sea, where it is 
not disturbed by the winds or waves by degrees, as it increases. 
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it ad^'a^ce3 Jngbor and lughor to tlio surface, till at last it conidl 
near to tlio top of tho -nator ; then it la hJee those refifa whitli 
yon see out tlioro, Wxlham, and it is stopped very much m its 
growth by tho force of the ■mnds and waves, winch break it off, 
and of course it ncier grows abo\c tho water, for if it did tho 
annuals would die ’ 

‘ Then how does it become an island V 

‘ By very slow degrees , tho tune, perhaps, much depehdmg 
upon chance , for instance, a log of w ood floating about, and 
covered with barnacles, may ground upon the coral reefs j that 
wmuld be a sufficient commencement, for it would remain above 
w'atei and then shelter the coral to leeward of it, until a flat rock 
had foimed, level with tho edge of tho 'water^ The sea bird 8 ,arc 
always looking for a place to rest upon, and they would soon find 
it, and then their droppings would, in course of time, form a 
little patch above water, and other fioating substances would* 
be thrown on it , and land birds who are blown Out to sea might 
rest themselves on it, and tho seeds from thoir stomachs, when 
dropped, would grow into trees or bushes ^ 

‘ I imdersland that ’ 


‘ WoU then, Wilham, you observe there is an island commenced, 
as it W'ere, and, once commenced, it soon increases, for tho coral 
would then be protected to leeward, and grow up fast Do you 
observe bow tho coral reefs extend at this side of the island, where 
they are protected from the wmds and waves , and how diflereut 
it 18 on the weather side, which we have just left 1 Just so the 
little patch above w ater protects the corals to leeward, and there 
the island increases fast , for the birds not only settle on it, but 
t loy make their nests and roar tlieir young, and so every year 
t e soil incre^te , and then perhaps one cocoa-nut m its great 
ou 1 e s ell (which appears as if it vras made on purpose to be 
washed on shorn m this way, for it is w ater-tight and hanl, and 
at same time very bght, so that it floats, and will re- 
Hi r ni the water without bemg injured) at last is 

^ patches— it takes root, and becomes a tree, 
mould as snorT which are turned mto 

airim take dropping its nuts, which 

^ ^ > -“d thns they continue,' 

a^ter season, and year after year, until the island becomes 
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as large and as thickly covered with, trees as the one we are now 
standing upon. 

Mr Seagrave then rose from where he was sitting ‘Come, 
Wilham, let us now find our way back again , we have three 
fours’ daylight leftj and shall be home in good time.’ 

‘Yes, in tune for supper, father,’ rephed WiUiam , ‘and I feel 
that I shall do iustice to it , so the sooner wo are off the bet- 
tor.’ 


CHAPTER XX. 

Everythikg was now preparing for them removal to the 
leeward side of the island 

On the eighth day after the gale they were ready, and a consult- 
ation was held It was arranged that Ready shoidd put into 
tlie boat the bedding and canvas of one tent, and should take 
YTUiam with him on his expedition Havmg transported this 
safe, he should return for a load of the most necessary articles, 
and then the family should walk thi ough the grove to the other 
side of the island, and remain there witli hlr Seagrave while 
Ready aud Witham returned for the other tent , and after that, 
the boat should make as many tnps ns the \\ eather would per- 
mit, tdl they had brought nil the tilings absolutely required It 
'VN as a lovely calm morning when* Ready and WiHiam pushed off 
in the boat, whicb was well loaded , and as soon as they were 
clear of tlie cove they hoisted the sail, and went away before the 
wmd along the coast In two hours they had run to the eastern 
end of the island, and hauled up close in shore , the point which 
ran out, and at the end of which there was an inlet, was not a 
mile from them, and in a veiy short tune they had lowered the 
sail, and wore pulhng in for the sandy beach 

‘ Yon see, blaster ^\hlliam, it is fortunate for us that ve shall 
always have a fair wind when we come down loaded, and only 
have to puU our empty boat back again ’ 

* Indeed it is. How many nules do you think it is from the 
cove to this port of the island 1 ’ 

* About BIX or seven, not more , the island, you see, is long and 
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narrow Now let us get tlio tlungs out and cany tliem up, and“ 
tlicn we Viill be back to the covo long before dark * 

The boat was soou unloaded, but they bad some waj to cany 
up the things ‘ Wo slmU not mmd such a gale ns wo had tho 
other day uheu our tents are pitched hero, Wilbam,* said Head}, 

‘ for wo shall be protected by the u liole wadtli of the cocoa- nut 
grove ^Y e shall hardly feel the u ind, although w e shall tho ram, 
for that iviU come douai m torrents ’ 

I must go and sec how our spnng gets on,^ said William, ‘ and 
get a dnnfc from it ’ 

Willj' reported tlic spring to bo up to the brim with water, 
that he had never drunk any water so excellent in his life 
^oy then pushed off tho boat, and, after rowang for about two 
themselves at tho entrance of tho covo, 
and Mre Scagravo, wath Tommy by her side, w avmg her liandker- 
chief to tlicm 


CHAPTER XXI 

boat loaded and liad made sail for the 
V>pfnrA^fn^ island long before the family were up , indeed, 

■hPAol, T dressed he had landed his whole cargo on tho 

Sitting down quietlj taking Lis breakfast. As 

t "I taken 

commenced tilings which lie had brought, and 

await thfi nmtr Setting up tlio tent, intending to 

O'cr It 

of the goate by°a stnn^ Mlo'^^rf i”® '^PP^arance, leading one 
after With the sheen others Juno came 

very cfcuetly joined the n ° ^ 

are at last !’ ^id 

Missus will hke to live here,’ ^ ’ 
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‘I am tlunlang/ said William, ‘how we are to get tlie fowls 
over here, they are not very wild, but stdl we cannot catch 
them ' 

* rU bmig them with me to-morrow, blaster WiUiam ’ 

' But how will you catch them 1 ’ 

‘Wait tiU they are gone to roost, and then you may catch 
them when you please ' 

'And I suppose the pigeons and the pigs must run ivild ?’ 

‘The best tlung we can do with them, sii , the pigs will 
always feed themselves among the cocoa-nut trees, and will 
breed very fast ’ 

‘ Then we shah, have to shoot them, I suppose 1 ’ 

‘Well, Master Wilham, so we shall, and the pigeons also, 
when they have become plentiful, if we remain here so long , so 
we shall haie some game on the island Wo shall soon be well 
slocked and live in plentj' But now you must help me to get 
the tent up and everything m order, so that your mamma may 
find everjdlung comfortable on her arnval, for she wall be very 
tired, I dare say, walking thiough the wood It is a long way 
for her ’ 

For some time neither of them said a word, but continued 
their emplojTuent, stretching out the canvas of the tent, and 
fastening it down to the ground uith pegs/ At last Wilham 
broke the silence 

‘ Beady, did you not say your Christian name was Mastennan?’ 

‘ So it IS, Master Wilham ’ 

‘It is a vor}' odd Christian name ' You were called after 
some other pei-son ? ’ 

‘ Yes, I was, bfastcr Wilham , ho was a very nch man ’ 

_ ‘Do you know, Bcadj’-, I should hke leiy much if you wiU 
one day tell me your history — I mean your v hole life, from the 
time you weie a boy/ 

‘Well, perhaps I may, Master WiUiam, for there are many 
parts of my life which would pixive a lesson to others but that 
must bo after we have got thi'ough our work — not yet awhile 
5^ow, Juno, we are all ready for you, and you may bring m the 
bedding We have two or three hours yet, blaster William, 
what shall we do nestV 

‘ Had we not better make the hre-place all ready for cookmg 1 
Jimo and I can bring the stones/ 
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‘You arc a tlioughtful boy — it wns what I vua gomg to i»ro- 
pose, if you had not. I shall bo honi to-inorroiiv long before 
any of y^ou, and I aviII take c.arc that you have supper rwdy 
upon your arrival’ 

‘ I brought a bottle of ivatcr in my kiiap'^ack,’ replied tyiUiom, 
‘not 80 much for the vrator, aa bocauso I ivmt to milk iho goats 
and take back the milk for baby ' 

‘Then you proved yoursolf not only thoughtful but land, 
Master Wilbam now, uhiloyou and Juno fctcli the etones, I 
will stow avay under the trees all the things winch I haio 
brought douai in the boat’ 

‘ Shall we let the goats and sheep loose, Ready 1 ’ 

‘Oh, yes — there la no fear of their strayang, tho herbage 
here is better than on the other side, and there is plenty of it 
They -unll remain here, you may depend upon it’ 

'Well, I wall let Nanny go as soon as Juno ha.s milked her , 
but that uill bo tho last thing to do before wo go bock. Now, 
Juno, let us see how many stones we can carry at once ’ 

In an hour the fire-place was made. Ready had done all that 
he could, the goats were milked and let loose, and then WiUiaiR 
and Juno set off through the wood on their youmoy baefc- 
Ready uent down to tho beach. On his arrival there, ho 
observed a small turtle , creepmg up softly ho got between it 
and the water and succeeded m turmng it ov cr ' That will do 
for to-morrow,’ said he, as ho stepped into tho boat , and, laying 
hold of the oars, he pulled out of tho bay to return to the cove. 


chapter xxn 

bstemner in "W^u the whole party anxiousl; 

had been done 
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15 possible, as Ready ■wanted to take down tihe tent in which 
Mra SeagniYC ajid the children had slept. All was bnstle and 
confusion , and as soon as Mrs Seagra've was dressed the tent 
M as taken down, and, Mith all the bedding, put into the boat 
As soon as they had breakfasted, the plates, knives and forks, 
and some other necessaries, were also put in , Ready laid the 
fowls on the top of ,all, and set off by himself for their new 
location 

After he was gone, the rest of the party prepared for their 
journey through the cocoa-nut grovo Wdliara led the way, 
■'Vith the three dogs close to his heels, Air Seagrave with the 
baby in his arms, Juno vuth httle Carohne, and Mrs Seagrave 
with Master Tommy holding her hand, and, ns he said, taking 
care of his mamma Ready arrived at the pomt, and was agam 
on shore in less than tv o hours after he had sot off As soon as 
the boat was safe m, ho did not wait to land his cargo, but 
going up lo tho turtle which he had turned the day before, he 
killed It, and cleaned it on the beach He then went to where 
they had built up tho fire-place with stones, made a fixe, filled 
tho iron saucepan full of water, and set it on to boil , he then 
cut up a portion of tho turtle, and put it into the pot "witli 
sotn'o shcos of salt poik, covered it up, and left it to boil , and 
having hiingnp tho rest of the turtle m the shade, lie iveut back 
lo the beach to unload tho boat He released the poor fowls, 
who vere vary stiff from being so long tied by the legs, but by 
degrees they recovered tlieuisclves, and vere verj'^ busj" seeking 
for fooA 

Readj took up all the plates, and knives and folks, and small 
articles, exainmed the s.iucepan, made uii tho fire again, and 
then retiinied for the bedding and cam as of tho tents, v itli the 
whidi ho had toned, astoni It was two or three hours 
hffore In; had eimed everjrthing up, for it v as a good distance, 
and renio of the articles veto heuwjand the old many as not 
ivjicn ho had finished Ins task, and could sit dovn to rest 

Re time thit they should have amved,’ thought 

\ , they imist have eurted nearly four hours ago, majbc 
^ to soon— it s no easy matter to get a convoy of women and 
' , Viwler veigh, Ready remained a quarter of an hour 
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What js it.Eeady r said Mrs Seagrave, 'it smells vorj good. 

‘ It iB turtle-soup, ma'am , and I hope you mil like it’ 

‘ Indeed, it really is excellent , but it wants a little salt HaTe 
you any salt, Juno 1 ' 

‘ Got a httle, ma’am. Very little left,' replied Juno 
‘ There’s plenty there,’ said Mr Seagrave, pointing to the sea. 
‘AlTiat do you mean, my dear ?’ inquired iirs Seagrave 
‘ I only mean, if we want salt we can have as much as wo 
please by boding down salt water in the kettle, or else making a 
salt-pau in the rocks, and obtaining it by the sun drying up the 
water and leaving the salt.’ 

'I am very glad to hear you say so , for I should feel the 
want of salt very much,’ repbed Mrs Seagrave , ‘ I really never 
enjoye<l a dinner so much as I have to-day’ 
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CHAPi'im xxni. 

Mil Sj voPvAVi, 'svas tlic first up on the ensuing morning , nnfi 
Avlicn Iteidy «mic out of tlie tent, ho said to him, ‘ Do you kiioiv, 
llcstly,! fcclmysclf much bnjipior and my mind mucli moreat ease 
since I find mycolf here, than T did before On the other side 
of tlie ifilind ovci^ tlung reminded mo tint wo had been slup- 
irrochcd , nnd X could nut hcl{> thinking of home and my owm 
country , hnt lioro ne apjicir as if wo had boon long settled, nnd 
as if no had come here by choice \Miat is the first thing which 
yon wish ne should sot about?’ 

*I think, sir, the first obicct is to have a good supply of fresh 
^'.atcr , and I therefore wish you nnd ^faster AVilliaui-^icro ho 
IS Good morning, ^faster William)— I was saying that I thought 
it belter that Mr Seagniso and \ou should clear out the spring 
wliilo I am away in the boat I brought another shovel with mo 
yestcrdai, and you both can work , jicrbaps wo had better go 
there, as Juno I see is getting the breakfast ready You observe, 
Jfr Seagrave, we must follow up the spniig till wo get among the 
cocoa-nut trees, wlioro it will be shaded from the sun , that is 
easdj done by digging towards them, and watching how' the 
water flows Then, if you will dig out a hole large enough to 
sink down lu the earth one of the water-casks wdiich lie on the 
bcacli, I will bring it dowai wath me this afternoon , and then 
when it IS fixed in the earth in that way, we shall always have 
the cask full of water for use, and the spring filling it ns fast ns 
we con empty it ’ 

‘I understand you perfectly,’ replied Mr Seagrave , ‘ that shall 
be our task to-day while you are absent ’ 

Ready then directed Juno to fry some pork m the frying-pan, 
and then to cut oft some slices from the turtle, and cook turtlo- 
stcaks for dinner, ns well as to warm up the soup wluchw'as 
left , and then, witli a biscuit and a piece of beef in his hand, 
he w’ent down to tho boat nnd set off for tho cove Mr Seagrave 
afid William worked hard , and by twelve o’clock the liole was 
quite large and deep enough, according to the directions Ready 
liad given They then left their work, and weut to the tent, 
whoro they found Mrs Seagrave mending tho children’s clothes 
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'There is Ready, coming round the point,’ said WiUiam. * How 
fast that httle boat sails ! It is a long pull though for tho old 
man vrhen ho goes to tho covo Juno, is dinner ready I’ 

‘ Yes, JTassa William, a ory soon now,’ 

'Lot us go down and help Heady to carry up some of the 
things before dinner,’ said htr Scograve. 

They did so, and WiUmm rolled up tho omptj ualcr-caah 
which Ready had brought with him. 

The turtle-steaks ii cro as much approved of as the turtlo-soup ; 
indeed, after having been so long on salt meat, a return to fresh 
provisions was dehghtfuL 

' And now to finish our well,’ said William, ns soon ns dinner 
was over 

They rolled tho cask to tho spring, and, to tlioir astonishment, 
found the great hole which they had dug not two hours before 
quite full of water 

' 0 dear,’ said William, ‘ we shall has o to throw all tho water 
out to get tho cask down ’ 

‘Think a httle, Wilhora,’ said Mr .Scagraie, 'for the spring 
runs so fast that it will not bo an easy task Cannot we do 
something else?’ 

‘ Why, father, the cask will fiaat, you Iniou replied 'iViUiam 
' To bo sure it will as it is but is there no waj of making it 
sink ? ’ 

‘Oh yes I knou— womust boro some holes in the bottom, 
and then it will fill and sink dowm of itself’ 

‘Exactly, sir,’ replied Ready ‘I eviicctcd tliat ue should 
nave to do that, and have tho big gimlet uith me ’ 

Ready bored three or four holes in tho bottom of the cask, and 
ns it floated the water ran uito it, and by degrees it gradnnllj sunk 
down As soon as the top of tho cask was level with the surface 
they filled in all round with the spade and sliovel, and the well 
was completed 


CHAPTER XXrV 

The next mommg, as soon as breakfast was o\er. Mr Sea 
grave observed ' 
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Now that we have so many things to do, I think. Heady, we 
ought to lay down a plan of operations , method is everythmg 
when work is to bo done now tell me what you propose shall 
be our several occupations for the next week, for to-moirow is 
Sunday , and although u’e have not yet been able, smca we have 
been cast on shore, to honour the day as we should, I thmk that 
now we must and ought to keep it holy ’ 

‘Yes, SIT,' rephed Ready , ‘ and I u ould have proposed it if you 
had not Now, sir, the two most pressmg pomts, with the 
exception of building the house, are to dig up a piece of ground, 
and plant our potatoes and seeds , and to make a turtle-pond, so 
as to catch the turtle and put them m before the season is over ' 

‘You are right,’ rephed Mr Seagrave , ‘ but which ought to be 
done first?’ 

‘ I should say the tuitle-pond, as it will be only a few days’ 
work for yon, J uno, and Master WiUiam I shall not want your 
assistance for this next week I shall fix upon some spot, not far 
from here, where the trees are thickest m the grove, and cut 
them down so as to clear out a space m which r\e aviU, by and by, 
build our store-rooms , and, as soon as the ramy season has gone 
by, we can remove all our stores from the other side of the 
island.’ 

‘ Now I think of it, I must return to the cove.’ 

‘AYhat for?’ 

‘Don’t you rccoUect, sir, your two-u heeled carnage, packed up 
in mattmg, Avhich was thrown on shore m the gale ? You laughed 
when you saw it, and said it would he of httle use now , but, Air 
Seagrave, the wheels and axle null be very useful, as we can make 
a wide path to the place vheu I cut dowTi the trees, and wheel 
out the logs much more easily than v e can drag or carry them ’ 

‘ That IS on excellent idea of yours. Ready It will, indeed, 
save a great deal of labour ’ 

Mr Seagrave and Ready then uMked down to the beach, and, 
after surveymg the mefs for some tune. Ready said, ‘You see, 
Mr Seagrave, u e do not Avant too much water for a turtle-poud, 
as, if it is too deep, there is a difficulty in catenuit, them when 
we ATOiit them . A\hat A\e vaut is a space of Avater surrounded 
by a low wall of stones, so that the anininJs cabnot escaj^e, for-,’ 
tuey cannot climb up, although they | 
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‘There is Ready, coming round tho pomfc,’ said 'SVilliam. ' Hoiv 
fast that little boat satis 1 It is a long pull though for the old 
man when he goes to the cove .Itino, is (bunor ready! 

* Yes, ]\lnssa William, verj' soon now.’ 

‘Let 113 go down and help Ready to carrj upsomo of the 
things before dinner,’ said Mr Soagrave, 

They did so, and Willinm rolled up the empty i\ator-cash 
which Ready had brought mth him 
Tho turilc-stcakB n ere as much approved of as the turtle-soup , 
mdeed, after having been so long on salt meat, a return to fresh 
provisions was delightful 

‘And now to finish our well,’ said William, ns soon as dinner 
iras over 

They roUed the cask to tlio spring, and, to their astonishment, 
found the great hole which they had dug not two hours Ixiforo 
quite full of water 

‘0 dear,’ said Wdliom, ‘wo shall haio to throw all tho water 
out to get the cask doivn ’ 

‘Think a httlo, Wilham,’ said Mr Scagrasc, ‘for tho spnng 
runs so fast that it will not be an easy task Cannot we do 
something else?’ 

‘ YTiy, father, the cask will float, you know replied WiUiani 
‘ To he sure it will as it is but is there no way of makiiig it 
smk?’ 

‘ Oh yes I know — wo must boro some holes in tho bottom, 
and then it wiU fall end sink down of itself ’ 

‘Exactly, sir,’ replied Ready ‘I evqiected that we should 
nave to do that, and hai e the big gimlet inth me ' 

Ready bored three or four holas in the bottom of the cask, and 
as it floated the water ran into it, and by degrees it gradually sunk 
doivn As soon as the top of the cask was level with the surface 
they filled in all round with tho spado and shovel, and the well 
was completed 


CHAPTER XXrV 

Tub no-rt morning, as soon as breakfast was over, Jlr Sea- 
grave observed , — ■ ’ 



I'dK 's'mtok OP THK rAciPio, 


Now that we have so many things to do, I thuik, Eeady, we 
ought to lay down a plan of operations , method is everything 
when work is to be done now tell me what you propose shall 
be our several occupations for the next week, for to-morrow is 
Sunday , and although we have not yet been able, smce we have 
been cast on shore, to honour the day as ve should, I t1n»Tr that 
now we must and ought to keep it holy ’ 

‘Yes, sii,’ rephed Ready , ‘ and I would have proposed it if you 
had not. Now, sir, the two most pressmg pomts, with tlie 
exception of building the house, am to dig up a piece of ground, 
and plant our potatoes and seeds , and to make a turtle-pond, so 
as to catch the turtle and put them m before the season is over ' 

‘You are nght,’ rephed Mr Seagrave , ‘but vhich ought to be 
done first 

* I should say the tuitle-pond, as it will be only a few days’ 
wolk for you, Juno, and Master Wilham, I shall not want your 
assistance foi this next week I shah fix upon some spot, not far 
from here, whore the trees are thickest m the grove, and cut 
them down so as to dear out a space in which wo will, by and by, 
build our store-rooms , aud, as soon as the rainy season has gone 
by, we can remoi'e aU our stores from the other side of the 
island,’ 

‘Now I tlimk of it, I must return to the cove.’ 

‘What for?’ 

‘Don’t you recollect, sir, your tavo-wheeled carnage, packed up 
in matting, which was throwm on shore ui the gale? You laughed 
when you saw it, and said it would be of httle use now , but, Mr 
Seagrave, the wheels aud axle wdlbe \ery useful, as we can make 
a wide path to the place when I cut down the trees, and wheel 
out the logs much more easily than we can drag or cairy them ’ 

‘That is an excellent idea .of yours, Ee.ady It will, indeed, 
save a great deal of labour ’ 

Mr Seagrave and Ready then w alked down to the beach, and, 
after surveymg the reefe for some time. Ready' said, ‘You see, 
Mr Seagrave, wo do not ivant too much water for a turtle-poud, 
as, if it IS too deep, there is a difficulty in catemug ihem when 
we want them what w’e want is a space of water surrounded 
by a low waU of stones, so that the animals cannot esea]ie, for 
they cannot climb up, although they can walk on the shehing 
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sand '(Vitli tlioir flippers Now, sir, tlie reef tore is high out of 
the water, and the space within the reef and the beach is deep 
enough, and the rocks on the beach nearly hll up that side and 
prevent them crawling away by the shore. We have, therefore, 
little more to do than to fill up the two other sides, and then 
our pond will be complete ’ 

* I see it will not be a very long job either, if we can find 
loose rocks enough,’ rephed Mr Seagrave 

‘ Almost ail those which are on the beach are loose,’ rephed 
Ready, ‘ and there are plenty close to us some of them will be 
too heavy to cany, but they can be brought here with the aid of 
handspikes and crowbars — we have three or four with ns Now, 
sir, suppose we make a signal for Master William and Juno, 
and set them to work They may do something before dinner ’ 

Mr Seagrave called and waved his hat, and Juno and William 
came down to them Juno was ordered to go back for two 
handspikes, while Ready explained to WiUiam what was to bo 
done Having stayed with them and assisted them for some 
time after J uno had returned with the implements, Mr Seagrave 
and Ready proceeded to the point to fix upon a spot for a 
garden, leaving Wilham and Juno to continue their labour 


CHAPTER XXV 

Mr SKAGKAVEWd Ready then contmuod their way along the 
beadi, untd they arrived at the pomt which the latter had con- 
sidered as a convement place to make the garden They found 
a sufficiency of mould, although not very deep , and as the point 
ivas narrow at its joinmg on to the mam hud, no great length 
of enclosure would he required 

‘ You see, sir,’ said Ready, ‘we can -wait tdl after the rauiy 
season is over before we put up the fence, and we can prepare it 
in the moan tune, when the weather iviR permit us to work. 
The seeds auu potatoes will not come up until after the rams 
are fimshed , so all we have to do is to dig up the ground, and 
put them m os fast as we can We must clear away this brush- 
vood, which will not be difficult where the soil is so bght, and 
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SOW a portion of onr seeds, for we cannot make a largo garden 
tins year , but our potatoes we must contnve to get in, if we 
cannot manage anjdbing else ‘ 

‘If we bave no fence to mako,^ repbed jMr Sea grave, ‘I think 
we shall be able to clear away quite enough giound in a week to 
put in aU that we require ^ 

‘We had better now go on to the grove,’ said Eeady, ‘and 
choose the spot for cuttmg down the trees I have made my 
mark There it is, about fifty jairds on the side of the tent 
We must w'alk on abont a hundred yards straight uito the grove ’ 

Eeady and hli Seagrave proceeded m the direction which the 
former had pointed out, until they amvcd at a spot on a rismg 
ground, where the trees were so thick that it w'as not very easy 
to pass through them. 

‘ There is the place, sir,' said Eeady ‘ I propose to cut all the 
timber w'e want for the houses out of this part of the grove, 
and to leave an open square place, m the centre of which we 
ivili biuld our store-rooms You see, sir, if necessary,— although, 
certamly, there is no appearance of its being hkely at present, — 
with a very httle trouble we might turn it into a place of pro- 
tection and defence, as a few palisades here and there between 
the trees would make it, what they call m the East Indies, a 
stockade ’ 

‘ Yeiy true, my good fellow , but I trust wo shaE not require 
it for such a purpose ’ 

‘ I hope so too, sir , but there is nothing like being prepared , 
however, we have plenty to do before we can thmk of doing tliat 
Now, sir, as dmner is ready, suppose wo return, and after 
dinner w'e'will both commence our tasks^ I like a beginmng, if 
it be ever so small.’ 


GHAl’TER XXM: 

The next day, ivhen hlr Seagrave, Wilhom, Juno, and Eeadj 
were all at w'ork at then- allotted tasks, Mrs Sengiavowas sittmg 
down at tbe front of the tent, the little baby, .Albert, crawling 
close to her, Carohno trying to work with her needle, and 
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Master Tommy was making holes in the ground, and putting a 
Binall stone into each hole 

What are you doing, Tommy?’ said Mrs Seagrave 
Tm playiug— Tm making a garden,’ replied Tommy 
Makmg a garden ! then you ought to plant some trees in it ’ 

' No , Pm sowing seeds look here ’ 

* Stones won’t grow, mamma, ’ said little Caroline 

*No, my dear, they will not, but the seeds of plants and 
llowers will’ 

’ I know that,’ said Tommy, ‘but Pm making behove, because 
I have no seeds ’ 

* But you said you were sowing seeds, Tommy, and not stones ’ 

' Well, but I pretend, and that’s the same thing’ 

‘Not exactly. Tommy, suppose now, instead of eatmg those 
beans yesterday, you had only pretended to eat them, wouldn’t 
it have been better 1 ’ 

‘ I won’t eat any more,’ rephed Tommy 
‘ No, not of those beans , but if you saw anything else which you 
thought yon would like I am afraid you would eat it, and be as 
ill and even worse than you were. You should never eat any- 
thing that is not given to you.’ 

‘I like cocoa-nuts, why don't we have some to eat? there’s 
plenty there upon the trees ’ 

‘ But who is to chmb up so high. Tommy ? can you?’ 

‘ No , but why don’t Ready dimb, or papa, or Wilhain? "Why 
don’t you make Juno climb ? I like cocoa-nuts.’ 

‘ I suppose they will get some by aud by, when they ate not so 
busy, hut they have no time now Don’t you see how hard they 
all work?' 

‘ There’s Ready coming with a bag on his shoulder,’ rephed 
Tommy 

Ready soon came up to where Mrs Seagrave was sitting, and 
laid down the bag ‘ Pve brought you some young cocoa-nuts, 
and some old ones also, from tho trees that I have been enttmg 
down’ 


‘Oh 1 cocoa-nuts— -I hke cocoa-nuts 1’ cned Tommy 
* I told you, Tommy, that we should have some by and by 
and they have come sooner than we thought. Yon are verv 
aarm, Ready’ ^ 
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ma’am, replied Ready, ivipmg Ins face, ‘it os rather 
Maim Avork, for there is no breeze in the grove to cool one Is 
there anything you want from the other side of the island, for I 
sliall go there directlj' after diimei 1 ' 

‘mat for?’ 

‘I must bring the wheels to get the timber out, for I must 
clear it away as I go, until the path is fimshed I must have 
Master AVilham to help me ’ 

‘William will like the tnp, I do not donbt he must be tired 
of caiTjung and rolling heavj' stones. I do not recollect any- 
thing in particular that wo want, Ready,’ rephed Mrs Beagrave 
‘There lie comes with Juno, and I see Mr Beagrave has laid 
down Ins spade, so, Carohne, dear, take care of Albert while I 
get tlie dmner for them ’ 

Ready assisted iire Beagrave, .nnd the dmner was spread out 
on the ground, for they had not brought the chairs and tables 
Anth them to thou uoaa residence, as they thought that they 
could do Avithout them till the house avtis built, Wilham 
leported that Juuo and he a\ ould have the turtle-pond complete 
by the next day ifr Beagrave had cleai-ed snfBcieiit ground to 
plant the half-sack of potatoes that they had saved from the 
Avrcck, so'that in a day or two tliey would be able to put all 
thear streugth upon the cutting and draAiung of the timber 
After dinner 'William and Ready set off m the boat, and 
before it A\as dark letumed Avitli the Avheels and axle of the 
carnage, and several other articles to make up their load , they 
also had some thick tuuboi nv tow, Avhich ReadA’’ said would be 
reqmred for the door-posts of tlie house, hlr Beagrave had left 
Ins work that afternoon, aud gouo to the assistance of J luio, and 
reported that the tnrtle-pond, although not qmte finished, was 
so far made that the turtle could not get out if they were put m 


CHAPTER XXYII 

‘Mow, blaster William,' said Ready, ‘if a'ou arc not A'cry 
deepy, perhaps you would hive to come A\uth me to-mgbt, and 
see if we cannot turn some of the turtle , for the season is going 
aAvay fast, and they wiU leaA e the_ island verj' soon ’ 
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‘ Yea, I should like ifc very much. 

‘Well, then, we must wait till it is dark tlioro null not be 
much moon to-mght, and that is all the better 
As soon as the sun had disappeared, William and Ready -went 
down to the beach, and sat qmetly on a rock In a short tune 
Ready perceived a turtle crawling on the sand, and, desiring 
WiUiam to follow him mthont speaking, walked softly down by 
the water’s edge, so as to got between the animal and the sea. 

As soon as the turtle perceived them it made for the water, 
but they met it , and Ready, seizing hold of one of its foro- 
flippers, turned it over on its back. 

‘ Yon see, Master WiUiara, that is the way to turn a turtle 
take care that he does not catch you with his mouth, for, if ho 
did, he would bite the piece out recollect that Non the 
animal cannot get away, for ho can’t turn over again, and no 
shall find lum here to-morrow morning so we null now n alk 
along the beadi, and see if we cannot find some more ’ 

Ready and Wdhani remained tiU past midnight, during nhich 
they turned sixteen turtles, largo and small 
‘I think that will do, blaster WiUiam, for once we have 
made a good night's work of it, for n e have provided food for 
many days We must, honever, try again in three or four days 
if we cannot add to our stock. To-morrow we must put them 
all into the pond ’ 

‘How shall we carry such large anunals 1' 

‘We need not carry them, ne must put some old cmivas 
under them, and haul them along by that moans , we can easily 
do that on the smooth sand.’ 

‘ Why don’t we catch some fish, Ready ? We might put them 
mio the turtle-pond.’ 

‘They would not stay there long. Master WiUiam, nor could 
we easily get them out if they did. We must make a pond on 
puipose for fish by and by we have had no time, for other 
things have pressed upon us of more consequence I have often 
thought of gettmg some lines ready, and yet the t,mo has never 
come, for I feel sleepy after our day’s work , but as soon as the 
house IS built ive will have them, and you shaU be fisherman in 
cluef, alter i have once shown you how ’ 

‘But the fish will bite at night, will tliey not ?’ 
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‘ Oil, yes ; and better than they do ui tbe day-time 
‘ Well, then, if you wall get me a line and show me ho .v, I 
will fish for an hour or so after the w ork is done , for Tommy is 
alwaj’s asking for fried fish, and I know mamma is gettmg very 
tired of salt me it, and does not tlunk it good for Oarohue She 
was verj glad when you brought the cocoa-nuts the day before 
jesterday' 

‘^Well, then, I will get a bit of candle to-morrow mght, and 
fit up two fislung-luH's But I must go wath you, blaster 
William We don't use much candle, at all events.' 

‘ No, we are too glad to go to bed , but there are two or throo 
boxes of one sort and another up m the cove "WTiat shall we 
do when tlioy are all gmie ? ’ 

* Wo shall have to uso the cocoa-nut oil, and we shall never 
want for that Good night, Master Wdham ' 

The next mommg before breakfast all hands were employed 
in getting the turtle into the pond After breakfast, Wilhani 
and Juno fimshed the pond w’here the walls had not been raised 
high enough , and, w'hcn they retiwncd to dmucr, reported that 
their task was completed Mr Scagrave also said that he had, 
ho thouglit, cleared quite ground enough for the present , and, 
as Mrs Scagrave wanted Juno to help her to wash the linen that 
afternoon, it was agreed that William, Keadj , and Jlr Seagrave, 
should aU go down to the garden, and put in the potatoes 
Beady worked vnth the spade, while Mr Seagr.n e and Wdham 
cut the potatoes in pieces, so as to have an ojo in each piece , 
and when thej had Imished cutting the potatoes they w ent and 
assisted Bead}' in planting them and tlie seeds which they had 
brought downi wuth tliem 


CmVPTER xxvirL 

That night Beady sat up for two or tliree hours workmg by 
candlehght O^Bham keeping him company), veiy busily engaged 
fittmg up the fishing-lines with leads and hooks At last two 
were complete. 

' \Yhat halt must we use, Ready 1 
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‘1 should tluuk that the best 'Roflld be one of the fish out of 
tlie shells Mhich are in the sand j but a piece of poilc fat vdll, i 
dare saj, do as v'dr 

‘And whereabouts would 3 ou fish, licadj V 
‘The best jilnce, I should think, ■oould iic at the fartberroost 
end of the point, where I got the boat through the rctf tiio 
water is deep tlitre close to the rocks* 

‘I was thinlving, Eeadj, if tliosc gannels and mcn-of-trar 
birds would bo good eating’ 

‘Xot lerp, Ma-'tcr WiHinm , thej are \crv tough and aer> 
fish} we must trj for those -when we can get nothing bctl-’r 
Kow that '\e haie got in the seeds and potot'Xis, we must ni! .-t-t 
to to-morrow morning to fell and carrj the timber I tlmik Jfr 
Seagrave had better u«c the axe with me, and jou and Jmio 
can, when 1 have showoi j oa hov , liang the timber to the axle, 
and wheel it out to the place vlcre we ha\e decided tipon 
budding the house And now we h id better go to liei* 

\Villiani, liowever, had made up las mind to do otherwise 
Ho waited xerj qUictlj till he ib-rnght Rcadvwas asleep os well 
as the others, and then went out with the hues, and went down 
to the beach, where he picked up three or four shells, nud. 


breakmg them between two pieces of rock, took out the fish and 
Koitcd bis hool^ He then walked to tJie point. It wras a 
beautiful night, the waterwas \en smooth, and the moonbeams 
pierced deep below the surface Wdhani threw in his line, ard 
as soon as the lead touched the bottom he pulled it up abiiut a 
foot, as Readj had instructed lum and he haa not held his line 


luorc tiian half a loinuts v h^u it jerked ao foTCihily tliat, 
not extiectmg it, he was nearlj liauled luto the water , but after 
a time he was able to jiull m, and he landed ou the heath a 
large silver-scaled fish, weighmg niut or ten pounds As sts'ii 
as he had dragged it so far awaj from the edge of the rocks as 
to present ite fiapprag into the water again, Williain took out 
the hoo^, and detenmned to try for another His line w as down 
as short ajme ^ before, when it was ogam jerked ivitli 
wolence, ^ dVil^m ^ this time preparetl, and he let out 
the hue and placed the fish till it was tired, and then puiied it 

i ^ than the fir.t 

Satisfied with his success, he wound up his hues, and, running 
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a piece of string tlirongli the giUs of the fish, dragged them 
back to the tents, end hanged them to the pole for fear of the 
dogs eating them , he then went in, and was soon fast asleep 
■fho next motmng Wilhem n as the first up, and show ed lus pnzes 
with much glee , but Ready n as very much displeased with lum 

‘Yon did very wrong, blaster Wilham, to run the risk which 
you did You say, yourself, that the fish nearly hauled you mto 
the water 'suppose it had done so, or suppose a small shark 
instead of one of these gropers (as wo call them) had taken the 
bait, you must have been jerked m ; and tho rocks are so steep 
there that yon -would not have been able to get out agam before 
a shark had hold of you.’ 

‘I was very -wrong, Ready,’ repbed Y’'ilbam, ‘now that I think 
of it , but I wanted to surpiise and please my mother, and I had 
no idea there was danger ’ 

* There’s your mother commg out of her tent,’ repbed Ready 
* Good morning, madam Do 5 on know what Wilbam has done 
for yon last night ? Look, madam, here are two beautiful fish, 
and very excellent eating they are, I can tell you ’ 

‘I am quite debghted’’ repbed Mrs Seagrave ‘Tommy, 
come hero Don’t you want some fned fish ?’ 

‘Yes,’ repbed Tommy 

‘ Then look up at the pole of the tout’ 

Tommy clapped lus hands and danced about, crjnng, ‘Fried 
fish Tor dinner,’ and Jimo siid, *Haie very fine dmner to-day, 
Jlissy Carohne ’ 

After breakfast tliey all set out for the grove, where Ready 
had been cnttbig down the trees, taking with them tho wheels 
and -axle, and a couple of stout ropes Mr Seagrave and Ready 
cut do-wn the trees and slung them to the axle, and Juno and 
Wilham dragged them to the spot where the house was to bo 
built. 

That night, tired as they were, Ready and Wdham went out 
and turned eight more turtles. They contmued felhng the 
cocoa-nut trees and dragging tho timber for tho remainder of 
the iveek, when they considered th it they had nearly enough to 
{ ommence bmlding 
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CnAPTEU XXIX 

Rr u>\ 3 i id cut out and prepared llio door jvosls and window 
frames from tlic timber wliicli be hud lowed round from Uio 
cove Ho now fixed four imlcs ju tho enrth upriKbt nt ciuJi 
comer, and then with the assistmicc of .Mr Soesrai'C, nnldied 
oieiy log of cocoa-nut wood on both wdc^i, where it w,vi to meet 
wnth tho 01)0 crossing it, so that, by hniig log upon log alter- 
nately, they fitted pretty close, and bnd only to luirc the clunks 
between them filled in w’llh cocoa nut leaves twisted very tight 
and forced between them this latter was llio work of M illmm 
and Juno when no more logs were read} for carriung , and, b\ 
degrees, the hoitse rose up from its foundnUon Tho firc-placo 
could not be made at once, os tlioj liad either to find clav, or to 
bum shells into hmc and build it up with rocks and mortar, bat 
a space was loft for it For three weeks thc\ worked \cn hanl 
as soon ns the sides w ere up, tlic} got on the whole of tho roof 
and rafters, and then, with tho broad leaves of tho cocoa nut 
trees which had been cut dowai, Read} tliatchcd it very stroug 
and sccurol}, keeping the tliatch down with the weight of liciiv}' 
poles slung over llio top of the roof vnth stout roiies. At the 
ond of the Ihico weeks tho house was scciu-e from the weatlier, 
and It was iputo time, for tho vvcalhcr had begun to change, tho 
clouds now gathered thick, and Uie rainy season was commenc- 
ing They had a very violent shower one day, and then the 
weather cleared again 

‘'Wo have no time to lose, sir,' said Ready to Jlr Scagravo 
‘ We have worked hard, but wo must for a few days work luirder 
stiU' 

The earth m tho inside of the house was then beaten down 
bard, so as to make a floor, and a sort of bedstead, about two 
feet from the ground, running tho whole length of tho house, 
was raised on each side of tho interior , these were fitted witb 
canvas screens to let down by night And then Ready and 
AViUiam took the last tnp m tho boat to fetch down the chairs 
and tables, which they did just before the conung on of the 
first storm of the season The bedding and all the utensils wore 
now taken into the house , and a bttle outhouse was built up to 
cook m until the fire-place could be made. 
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ili-EJ ” 

I It late on tli\SaWtoy 

tod no””*®’- -•' 
occasion for de- 
lay, for on tlie 
Sunday morning 
tlie first storm 

burst upon them 

The bghtning 
■was vivid, and 
the thunder ap- 
palling, 

the ram descend- 
ed in such 

continual torrent 

.n .1. .!• i-*T^T*l^^flTGCL ■ 
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reH’Xout of ^ ^ , to= »orn.ns offer fbe 
. Well, W eord EeaOy, ^ 

rain’ ^ vprv fine mommg , ^ know— 

‘ Yes, Massa J^^fifor hreakfast, I really 

light, and mnhe hi ^ ^ ,^^et ’ „„pred up the embers 

Btick and ®°°°^‘^. ked lost night, Jono,Ic cocoa-nut 

« Beforel^ent to bed tiien 

^th ashes, put Bom ^^,jl find some ^ 

fYe8,notahttle,J^o>y'’ 
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at tlie well very clear this morning , indeecl, I doubt if you^wiU 
see the well at alL Here’s some stuff which is not very wet ’ 

‘ I got plenty of fire, too,’ rephcd J uno, who had removed the 
branches and stones, and was now on her knees, blowing up the 


embers 

‘You’ll do very well now, Jimo,’ said Ready , ‘besides, Master 
Wilham will be out directly — so HI leave you ’ 

Ready whistled to the dogs, who camo-bounding ont,andthe)i 
set off on his round of inspection Ho first directed his steps to 
the well in the ravme , but, instead of tlie gusliing spring and 
tho limpid clear water with which the cask sunk for a uoU had 
been filled, there was now a muddy torrent, rushing down the 
ravme, and the well was covered with it, and not to be distin- 
guished. 

‘ I thought as much,’ said Ready, musing ovei tho impetuous 
stream, ‘ veil, better too much water than toohttle’ Ready 
waded through, as he wished to examine the turtle-pond, winch 
was on the other side of tho stream Findmg all nght, he agaui 
crossed tho water, where it was now spread wide over the sandy 
beach, until ho came to the other point, where he had moored 
his boat, both by the head and stem, with a rope, and a heavy 
stone made fast to it, as an anchor 

The gale having blown off shore the boat had dragged her 
moorings, and was so far out that Ready could not get at her 
‘Here’s a puz/le,’ said tho old man , ‘how foolish of me not to 
have made a hne fast to tho shore Hi not trust myself to John 
Shark by suamnung to the boat' 

‘ Let me see ' Ready took the halyards and sheets belonging 
to the boat’s sails, which he had left on the beach, and bent one 
on to the other until he had sufficient length of rope He tlierr 
made a piece of wood, about two feet long, fast by the nuddlo to 
the end of tho rope, and, after one or two attempts, contrived to 
throw it into the boat Tlie piece of wood caught under one of 
^ enabled him to draw the boat td the shore 

Now to find tho sheep and goats,’ said Rcadi,‘ ind then my 
inommg^s walk is o^ or ’ 


AVhy, where can black Nanny bel’ muttered old Reads 
stopping a httle while , at last he heard a bleat, in a smaU cops 
of brushwood, to whichhe directed his steps, followed by the dog! 
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‘ I thought as much/ said tho old man, as he perceived Nanny 
lying down m tho copso with two new-born kids at her side 
- ‘ Come, my httle fellow's, we must find some shelter for yon,’ 
said he, and talong one up under each arm, he w'aUced back to 
the house, and brought m the luds, followed by Nanny Caroline 
and Tommy gave a scream of delight when they saw the httle 
kids, and oven httle Albert clapped his hands Directly Eeady 
put them down on the groimd. Tommy and Carohne had each of 
them their arms lound one 

As soon as the children could be persuaded to part with tho 
kids, Nanny ivas tied up m a corner, and was very content with 
fondhng and nursing her piogeny Juno and "Wilham brought 
in the breakfast, and as soon as it w'as over, IMr Seagmvo said, 
'Now, Ready, I tluidc we must hold a couucil, and make arrange- 
ments as to our allotted duties and employments dnnng tho 
rainy season We have a great deal to do, and must not be 
idle AVhat do you think we ought to do first? ’ 

‘Well, sir, our first job wall be to haul up tho boat and secure 
her from harm , we will half-dock her in the sand, and cover her 
over 

‘Now, w'hat is tho next?' 

‘ Why, sir, we must not leave tho tents where they are, but take 
them dowoi, and as soon as they are dry, stow them away, for 
we may want them by and by , then, sir, w’o must biuld a large 
outhouse for our stores and provisions, with a thatched roof, and 
a fioor raised about four feet from tho ground , and then, under 
tho floor, the sheep and goats wiU have a protection from the 
weather Then, sir, there is tho fish-pond to make, and also a 
salt-pan to cut out of tho lock, but tlioso vre must do when wo 
have no other w ork ' Then we have two more long jobs One 
tsto go tlirongh tlio woods and evamme the stores w’C have left 
on the other side of tho isl ind, and sort and mmnge them, all 
ready for bringing hem after the rams arc over, and wc must 
also explore the island a httle, and find out what it produces , 
for 3 on set, sir, at present wc kimw nothing of it. 

‘Como, sir, a few' iumi's of w'eitlicr like tins is not to be lo^t, 
uintinned lloadv, ‘we slndl have mom mm befmo the Aiyis 
over, I exjiect. If j'ou plcvise, sir, I wall first go to the tent for 
tho shovels, ,uid take llictii down with me , then T vail ligul 
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boat round to tbo beadi and meet you there You and Master 
WiUiam can take some cord, tie up a large bundle of cocoa-nut 
boughs, sling it to the wheels, and draw it down to the beach and 
meet me’ 

‘ That will do, Beady,’ said Jlr SengraTe ‘ Come, Wilbaim 


CHAPTER XXXI 

As so many cocoa-nut trees had been cut dmm to build the 
house, there were plenty of boughs lying in every direction, and 
Wdliam and Mr Seagravo had soon procured sufBcient They 
foimd, on their arrival at the beach, that Ready had brought 
round the boat, and had laid the rollers all ready for hauling it 
up In a very short time the boat was drawn up about ten jmrds 
from the water’s edge, which Ready said was quite sulhcient , 
they then dug from under with them shovels until the boat was 
sunk about half down in the sand. 

Having filled in the sand all round her up to her gunnel, the 
boat was then carefully covered over with the boughs, which rv ere 
weighed donm vath sand, that they might not he blown away 
‘I don’t see why you should cover the boat up m this way, 
Ready , the ram won’t hurt her,’ observed "Wilhain, 

‘ No, sir, the ram won’t do her any hann, but the sun will, 
when it hursts out occasioually, for it's very powerful when it 
does shme, and it would spht her all to pieces ’ 

‘What shall we do now. Ready?’ asked WiHiam 
‘ Suppose, as we have two hours to dinner-time, you run for 
the Imes, Master Wilhom, and we’ll try for some fish, Anr? 
as you know how to catch them, I wih go up and collect wood 
and chips for Juno’s fiia’ 

Mr Seagrave and William were veiy fortunate , before the two 
hours uore expired they had caught eight large fish, uhich they 
brought up to the house slung on the boat-hook, which Ready 
had advised them to take wth them to haul the fish out of the 
irater, that they might not break their lines Tommy halloed 
londly for fish for dmner, and as they had canght so many, u 
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was agreed tliat tlie dinner sTiould be put off until some sbould 
be got ready 

They had* hardly sat down to tablcj when the ram came 
pattering doivn on the roof, and in a quarter of an hour the storm 
ivas as -vnolent, and the thunder and hghtrimg as terrific, as on 
the day before All the out-door labour was agam suspended 
IMrs Soagrave, J'uno, and Gaiolnie took their ork, for there was 
plenty to do ivith the needle "and thread, and Ready soon found 
employment for the rest Wilham and ili Seagrave unlaid some 
thick rope, that Ready might make smaller and more useful rope 
with the yarns Ready took up his sading-needles, and worked 
eyelet-holes in the caiiius screens (which they had put up m a 
hurry), so that they might be dra'vm to and fro as reqiured , and 
Tommy was given a tangled hanlc of t'wine to clear out, which, as 
he was tired of doing nothing, he worked at very patiently As 
soon as Ready had hung up the curtains, he looked under the bed- 
steads for a large bundle, and said, as he opened it, ‘ I shall now 
decorate iladam Seagrave’s sleepmg-piaco It ought to be hand- 
somer than tlie others ’ The bundle was composed of the ship’s 
ensign, which ivas red, and a large, square, yellow flag mth the 
name of tlie ship Foci fic in large black 1 etters upon it These two 
flags Ready festooned and tied up round the bed-place, so as to 
give it a very gay appearance, and also to hide the rough walls 
of the cottage. 

‘Ready,’ said Wilham, after the candles were hghted, 'you 
once half promised me that you would teU me your lustoiy , I 
Wish you would toR us some of it now, as it -wdl pass away the 
evening’ , 

‘Well, Master William, I did say so, and I shall keep my 
uord.’ 

* We shall like to hear it very mnch,’ said Mrs Seagrai e 

‘ Well, madam, then you shall hear it , ’ and Ready then com- 
menced his history as foUo'ws 

‘ My father was the captain of a merchant vessel, winch traded 
from South Shields to Hamburgh, and my poor mother, God 
bless her, V as the daughter of a half-pay mditia captain, v ho 
died about two months after their matnage The property 
which the old gentleman had bequeathed to my mother was 
added to that which my father had already vested in the bng, 
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and he then owned one-thixd of the vessel , the otlicr two-t!urda 
were the property of a ^ cry nch shtp-bmldcr and owner, of the 
name of iVlastennan. Mr ^Miistermnti, nho Imd a very high 
opinion of my father, nas present at the mamage, and when 1 
was horn, alxnit a year aftenrrrdSjlio stood for mo as godfather 
Every one considered that tins was a most advantageous circum- 
stance for mo, and congratulated my father and moUicr, for Mr 
Masterman was a bachelor of nearly sixty years, without any 
near relations An end, however, wns soon put to all their 
w’orldly ideas, for a year after lavas born, mv father w as draw ned 
at sea, his vessel and the whole of her crew heuig lost on tho 
Texel Sands , and my mother foiuid hoisolf a widow , w ith a 
child scarcely weaned, when she was but twenty-two jeara of 
ago 

‘ It w'us supposed tliat my mother w ould still have siifficient to 
hvc upon, as tlie slup had boon insured at tax o-thirds of her 
value, but, to the astonishment of everybody, j\lr ^fasterman cou- 
triaed to make it appear that it was his two-thirds of the vessel 
which had been insured 

‘ Well, sir , how far tho assortaon of Mr hlastennnn w as correct 
or not, it was mipossiblo at the time to say , hut I do know that 
everybody cried out “ Shame ” The consequence was, thett my 
mother had httle or notluug to hvc upon , but she found friends 
who assisted her, and she worked embroidery, and coutnved to 
get on somehow' mitd I was eight or mne years of age 
‘ I w'as a strong, active, hardy boy, and, W'henever I could 
escape from my mother or school, w ns always found by tho water- 
side or on board of the vessels for I took naturally to everything 
connected wath the sea In tho siimmer time I was half the day 
in water, and was a very good swimmer hiv mother perceived 
my fondness for the profession, and tried aU she could to divert 
my tlionghls some other w ay )She told me of the dangera and 
hai dslupa which sailors went through, and alwai s ended with my 
father’s death and a Hood of tears 
‘Well, sir, I was httlo more than mne years old, when, on a 
very wandy day, and tho ivntor rough, a hawwer, by w luck a vessel 
was fast to the wli irf, was earned away with a violent loik, and 
the broken part, ns it flow out, stmek a person who was at the 
edge of the whaif, and knocked him mto the sen. I heard the 
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out, und the meu from the A\hmf mid from the ships were 
t^vnug ropes to him, hut he could not catch hold of them , 
eed, e could not swim well, and the water was rough I 
' ^ 

Ti n I u as, I swam like a duck, and put tlie rope into 

an s just as he i\ as going doum He clung to it as droini* 
ing men only can chng, and was hauled to the piles, and soon 
rwards a boat, which had been lowered from the stem of one 

0 e \ ^els, picked us both up We were taken to a pubhe- 
ous^ and put into bed tiU dry clothes could be sent for us , and 
len fomid that tlio person I had saved was my godfather, Mr 

terman The sailors took me home to my mother in a sort 
procession , and she, poor thmg, -when she heard 
' tmj onibinced me over and over agam 

1 day, Air Jlastennan called upou us; he certainly 

00 'c ^ ery foohsh and confused when he asked for his godson, 
n oo had so long neglected ^ly niotlier, who felt how use- 
m he might be to me, receued him very' tandly, but I had 
con often told of his neglect of mo and my mother, and of his 

supposed unfair conduct towards mv father, and had taken a 
violent dislike to Iimi , his advances tow’ards me were therefore 
very coolly received 

Mr ilasterman made but a short visit , be told my mother that 
he w ould now take care of ino, and bnng me up to the business 
of a shipbuilder as soon as I w as old enough to leave school, and 
that lu tliD moan tune he would pay all my expenses I must do 
justice to Mr Masterman , he kept his word, and sent money to 
luy mother, so th it she became qiute cheerKd and comfortable, 
hud every one congratulated her, and she used to fondle me, and 
say, it was all tliroiigh me that she w as reboved from her dis- 
tress ’ 

* How happy that must have made you, JReady,’ said Wilhani 

1 Yes, sir, it did, but it made mo also very proud , strange to 
say, I could not conquer my dislike to IMr ^lastenn in , I had 
nourished the feehng too long I could not bear that my mother 
should bo under obbgations to him, or that he should i>aj for my 
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schoolmg } It hurt my foolish pnde, ymung as I then w as , 
although my mother "was happy, I was not. Besides, as I 


and 

was 



jiASTKiiMAS n^An^, on, 


T8 

put to a better school, and was obliged to remain Avith the other 
hoi’s, I could no longci nm about tho ulmrfs, or go on board the 
vessels, as before , and thus I u as dcpn\cd of all inj’ former en- 
joyments I did uot see then, ns I do non, that it m idl for 
my good, but I became discontented and unhappv, merely bo- 
causo I was obliged to pay attention to my Icu-iung, and could 
no longer liai 0 my own way The m%stcr complained ot mo; 
and Mr Iifastcrman called, and scolded me vscll I became more 
disobedient, and then, by Mr Masterman’s desire, I n xs punished 
Tins irntnted mo against him, and I made up my mind that 1 
would iiin away and go to sea 

‘ Perhaps, madam, as it is our usual time to go to bed, T had 
better leave off now, and tell some more of my history to-morrow 
evemng ’ 

‘ If j oil please, Ready,’ said Mr Scagravc. 'William, my dear, 
bnng tho Bible ’ 


CHAPTER XXXn 

The bleating of the kids woke them tho ncs.t morning earlier 
than usual The weather \vas again fine, and the sun shining 
bnghtly, and Rcadv turned out Nanny and her jiitigoui They 
lind an excellent breakfast of fned fish, and then Mr Seagni% c, 
Ready, and Wilham w ent out to then work the tw o first took 
dowu the tents, and spread the canvas on the ground, that it 
miglit be SI ell dned, w bile William w ent m pursuit of the fowds, 
which had not been seen for a day or tw o Aftei half an hour’s 
search in the cocoa-nut grove, ho heard the cock crow , and soon 
afterwards found them alL He threw them some split peas, 
which be bad brought with him, for the bnrlci and wheat they 
had resolved to save, tlint they nught sow them ns soon as they 
had moio grouud cleared. Tho fowls, which were hiingrj 
enough, followed William home to the house, where he left them 
and went to join Ready and lus father 
‘ Then, Master William, I thmk, now that we liivo spread out 
the tents, we will, if Mr Seagrave ajiproves of it, all set to at 
once and knock np a fowl-house , it won’t be more than a day’s 
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job, and tlien tlie creatures mil liave a home ’ Mr Seagram e 
assented, and tliey set inunediately to work. There were many 
thin poles left, the tops of the cocoa-nut trees which had been 
cut doivTi to bnild the house , these they nailed to the trunks of 
the four trees, so as to make a square, and then they ran uji 
rafters for a pitched roof 

‘ 27ow, SIT, this 13 only rough work ; we will first put up a 
perch or two for them, and then close m the side, and thatch the 
roof mth cocoa-nut branches ’ 

After dinner the work was renewed , Mr Seagrave collected 
the branches nhile WiUiam and Eeady worked upon the sides 
and roof, and before the evening closed in, the fowl-house was 
complete Wilham enticed the fowls down to it mth some more 
spbt peas, and then walked away 

‘Now, sir, the cieatures mil soon find their way in , and by 
and b}', when I have tune, Til make a door to the entrance I 
tbuik kliss Carobne might be put into anthont)’’ here, and take 
care of the fowls and chickens when they come ’ 

‘Yes, that shall be her charge,’ said Wilham, ‘she’ll bo 
dehghted when she hears that she’s to be mistress of the hen- 
roosts And now I think we had better roll up the canvas of 
the tents, wo have had a splendid day,^and may not be so 
fortunate to-morrow ’ 

By the time that thej had folded up the canvas, and Wilham 
had brought m Nanny and the lads, the sun had set, and they 
went into the house Beady was requested to go on mth his 
historj'-, which he did as follows — 

* I said last night that I dotennuied to nin awaj' from school, 
and go to sea but I did not tell you how I managed it I had 
no chance of getting out of tlie school unperceived, except after 
the hoi’s w ere all put to bed The room that I slept m was at 
the top of the house — ^the doom I know were all locked , but 
there w’as a trap door which led out on the roof, fastened by a 
bolt inside, and a ladder leading up to it , aud I determmed that 
I would make my escape by that w ai’ As soon as all the other 
boys were fast asleep, I rose and dressed mjself very qiuctlj, 
and then left the toohu 

‘ The moon Ehoue bright, which was lucky forme, and I gamed 
the trap-door without any noisa I had some difficulty in forcing 
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it up, as Jt \M\s hca\j' for a boy of my ago ; bntlcoatnvMtodo 
BO at Inst, and gained the roof of tbc hoiov^', I Wtked rowid 
I stood m tbo gnltcr—llioro a\oro tbc ships in tlio part, and Uio 
sea in the distniice, and 1 felt aa if X was alrc;id% free I forgot 
lliat I Jmd to got down to the ground At hirt 1 btg'm looking 
about mo, to soo how it w as to be done, .uid after w.dlang to ntd 
fro Bovcral tunes, I decided that I oonkl sbp down b\ a largu 
w iter-pipo w luch went right down to the grtnind , Jt ivas so for 
dctaclied from tlic bnelo, tint I could got nn small fingoni round 
it, nud I Wiis then as liglit lu. a feather, and iictiic as n rsit I- 
climbed Qicr the pan jict, and dinging to tbc pipe firml> with 
m> hands and knees, t slid down, and armed at the bottom in 


safety 

‘ As soon as I was landed in the llowcr-bcd, which v is below , 
I hastened to the iron gates at the enlmnco, and hooh climlicd up 
and got to the other suio into the mad I had no bit, for uU our 
hats were hung on pegs in the school room below, bat 1 didn't 
oirefortliat I started as Test m, T could towanls the i>or‘, and 
when I arrived at the v, barf, I pcrcen ed that a a csscl hud Imr 
topsails loose, aud meant to take nd\ milage of thcolib tide which 
hud just made , the men were suigiug, “ X'o heave yo” getting 
the anchor up , and as I stood watching, almost makiiig up iny 
mind that I would swim off to her, 1 percoiv ed that a man pnahed 
off in her jollj boat, and was scnliing to a po'Jt a little lugher up, 
whore a hawser had boon made fast, I mn round, and arniod 
there before ho had cast off tho rope, without sajiiig a wonl, I 
jmnped into tho boat 

‘ “ llTiat do j ou want, 3 oungstcr ? " said llio seaman 

‘ “ I want to go to sea," said I, breathless “ take mo on lioartl 
— pray do ” 

‘ “ Well,” said he, “ I hoard the captain R13 he waintcd an ap- 
prentice, and so 3 ou may come.” 


‘ He sculled the boat back ogam to tho vessel, and X climbed up 
her Bide 


‘ “ X\Tio are you 1 ” said the captam. 

‘ I told him the same story, that I wmiled to go to sea. 

‘ “ Why, do you thmk that 3’-ou daio go aloft ! ” 

“• m show- you,” rephed 1 , and I ran up the nggmg like a cat 
aud wont out at the top-gallant yard-arm. 
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‘ \Vlien I came down, the captain said, “ Well, I tlunk you’ll 

make a sharp seaman by and by, so I’ll take yon, and, as soon as 
I get to London, Til bind yon apprentice I\Tiere’3 your hat 1 " 

‘ “ I left It behind me,” rephcd I 

‘“ISTever mind, a red nightcap is a better thing,” said the 
captain, and he went down to the cabin, and bronght me one 
up 

‘ The ship, which was a coUier, w'as soon out of port, and before 
the day had dawned I found myself on the wide ocean, which was 
hereafter to be my home 

‘ As soon as the hurry and confusion were over, I was examined 
by the captain, who appeared to me to be a very rough harsh 
^ man , indeed, before the day was over I almost repented of the 
step which I had taken, and when I sat down cold and wet upon 
some old sails at night, the thoughts of my mother, and what 
distress I shoidd occasion her, for the first tune rushed udo my 
mind, and I wept bitterly, but it was too late then 

‘ rU leave off now, if yon please,’ said Heady ‘ hir Seagrave,’ 
contmued Heady, ‘ as it is bed-time, if you please, HU hand you 
the Bible > • Obhge me by reading that part, " Come imto me, aU 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I -will give you rest ”’ 


CHAPTER rmrr. 

The next mommg was fine, and as soon as breakfast was over, 
they took the wheels down to the turtle-pond, and Heady havmg 
speared one of the largest by means of a pike with a barb to it, 
which he had made on purpose, they hauled it on shore, slung it 
under the wheels, and took it up to the house Having kdled 
the turtle, and cut it up, Juno, under the directions of Heady, 
chose such portions as were reqimed for the soup , and when the 
pot was on the fire. Beady, Mr Seagrave, and William, set off 
with the cross-cut saw and hatchets, to commence feUmg the 
cocoa-nut trees for the budding of the outhouse, which was to 
hold their stores, as soon as they could be brought round from 
the other side of the island 

‘I mean this to be our place of refuge in case of danger, sir,’ 

6 
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obson'ed Kcacli , 'nnrl tliercforo I Jn\e Rclcdf-fl tlinf luck pirt. id 
tlio wootl, a*! it S'! nut \cr> far fiom (bfj liuu^Cf rut'l tliti 

path to it in a zipr-ag, it mil lx* rjuitc Ituldcu froni Pighl . pikIt'O 
must imiko llic patli just indo tuoUKb to alloi^ tlie to 

pass, ondaturap up tbe roots of tlic tinua nliicli no arc oWigod 
to cut domi, olliormfcc tiio '•tumpa M\iuld aitn'cl attention 
You SCO, sir, beta con ourseha'’, it is ofton tlio cmlom for tlic 
natives, in tbis part of tlio world, to co’uo <n llicir O'lnoos /mm 
one isLind to anoUier, nicrelj to get coctia-iutf-i I can’t m\ tlint 
tlio other islands near us am inbnbjtcd, Init ntiU it is probable, 
Olid we cannot tell nint the <haractcr of the jic-ojdc tnaj bo 
^Vo arc non near tbc spot, sir Yon sci', nben no b'lvo got ovvf 
this hiU, whero the trees arc so ven Ihiel , tbc fall in the ground 
mil assist m the concealment of tho building I ‘lunild W17 wo 
arc very near ngbt nbero no non stand, Mr, for wo are iniv 
thirds of tho nay domi tho hoUon, and no have more than 
sufTiciont sloiKi to dniin off tho natcr’ 

How far arc we now from tbc bouse, Hcadyl Wo must uot 
bo too distant’ 

‘I reckon no arc not a hundred and fifty jards lu a straight 
hue, although the road will, by itsi turning, niako it double tbc 
distance.’ 

‘Tbon I think this spot will do very well , so tho nooiicr no 
begin tbo better’ 

As soon ns they had planned tho building, tbo axes and san 
were m full use, and tree after tree fell one upon the other 
They worked hard till dimier-tinie, and n ere not sorrj' at the 
prospect of sitting dorni to a rich mess of tin tic-soup 
After dinner they went to their n ork again, and did not come 
in again till snnset. 

'The clouds are gathering fast, sir,’ observed Headj ; ‘wo 
shall have luin to-niglit ’ 

Headj'-, said Mrs tSoagravo, ' if you arc not too inncli tired, 
perhaps yon mil go on mtb yonr history’ 

‘ Certainly, ma’am, if you wish it,’ rcpbcd Reedy ‘ HTicii I 
left off, I was on board of the colher, bound to London Wo 
ad a very fair wind and a quick passage I was very sick until 
W0 amved in the Nore, and then I recovered, and, as you hiav 
suppose, was astonished at the busy scene, and the quantity of 
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vessels which woro going up nnd down the river But I ihd not 
like iny captain , Jie was very severe and bruUl to the men , and 
the apprepticQ who Wfis on board told nio to r\m awa}, and get 
into another vessel, or J should be beat all daj long, and bo 
treated tjs bad as he vas, — lacked and cuffed twenty times a 
day The men said tliat ho did not do so to me for fear I 
shoidd refuse to be lus apprentice, but that as soon os my mdem 
tures •were signed he would tipat me in the same vay IVeU, 
sir, I inado up my mind that I would not remain in the collier , 
and, as the captain had gone on shore, I had plenty of time to 
look about me. There was a largo ship v Inch was ready to sad, 
lying 111 the stream-, I spoke to two boys who vere at the stairs 
ui her boat, and they told mo that they were very comfortable 
on board, and that the captain w anted two or three apprentices 
I M out on board with them, and offered myself The captam 
agreed to take mo , and I went on shore with him, signed my 
indentures, and received from him a sufhciont supply of clothes , 
and, two days afterwards, wo sailed for Bombay and Chma ’ 

‘But you uTuto to your mothei, Beady, did you not?’ said 
Wilhain 

‘Yes, sir, I did , for the captain desmed me to do so, and he 
put a few lines at the bottom to comfort her, but unfortunately, 
sir, tbe letter, which was sent on shore by tlie cook, never 
arrived Y^hether ho dropped it, nr forgot it tdl after the ship 
sailed, and then tore it up, I do not know ’ 

‘Don’t dwell any more upon that portion of your lustory, 

, Beady, but tell ua vhat took place after you sailed for the East 
Indies ’ 

‘ Bo it so, if you please I ccrtauily v as very smart nnd active 
for my age, and soon became a great favourite on board, 
especially with the lady passengers, because I was such a httle 
follow We arrived safely at Bombay, where our pnssengei-s 
went on shore, and in thi-ee weeks nfterwaids we sailed dov n 
the straits for China It was war tune, and we weio very often 
chased by French pnvateprs , but as v e had a good emw and 
^ileiity of gims, nono of them ventured to attack us, and we got 
safe to Macao, where we unloaded our caigo and took in teas We 
had to wait some tune for a convoy, and then sailed for England 
When we were ofi; the Isle of France, the convoy was_ dispersed 
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m a galo, and tlirce days afterwards, a l^reucU fnsato boro 
dovm upon us, and after exchanging a few broadsides we were 
compelled to haul down our colours A houtenant was sent on 
board w ith forty men, to take dinrge of us, for we were a verj’ 
rich prize to them The captain and most of the crew were 
taken on board of the frigate, but ten Lascars and the boys u ere 
left in the Indiaman, to .assist in taking lior into the Tele of 
France, wluch u as at that time in the hands of the French. I 
thonght it hard that I was to go to prison at twelve yean old, 
hut I did not cam much about it, and very soon I was as gay 
and merry as over We had made the island, and were on a 
wand, beating np to the port, when a vessel was seen to wnid- 
ward, and although I could not understand w hat the Frenclimen 
eaid, I percened that they were in a great fluster and very busy 
with their spy-glasses At lost she came doivn within tlirec 
miles of ns, and hoisted English colours, and fired a gnu The 
Frenchmen put the ship before the wind, but it was of no use , 
the man-of-war came up with us very fast, and a shot wjvs fired 
which went clean over our heads, and then they left the helm, 
and Jack Romer wont to it, and, with my help, hove the ship 
up m the wind , a boat came on hoaid and took possession, and 
so there was one escai>e at aU events When the captain of the 
English fngate heard how’ the Frenclimen had behaved, he 
ordered all their baggage to be exammed as they came on board, 
taking away everything winch they had phindorcd. 

'We soon made sail for England, quite dehghted at having 
escaped a French prison , but, after aU, we only exchanged it for 
a Dutch one ’ 

' How do you mean 1 ' 

‘ I mean that two days afterwards, as we were rounding the 
Cape, another French i cssel boro dowoi upon us and captured 
us This time we did not find any friend m need, and were 
taken mto Table Bay , for at tLat time the Cape of Good Hope 
was in the possession of the Dutch, who, as wcU ns the French, 
were at war uath England.’ 

How very unfortunate you were, Ready,' said Mrs Seagrave 
madam, we were, and I can’t say much m favour of a 
Dutch prison However, I was very young at that tune, and did 

- B«tl,cd-hm»B oome,Bo 

I think I had better leave off now, if you please.’ 
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CHAPTER XXXIV 

A nii<vvY storm came on soon after they had retured to rest , 
the hghtning was so vivid that its flashes penetrated through 
the clunks of the door and inndow's, and the thunder burst 
upon them with a noise which prevented them obtaining any 
sleep The cluldreu cried and trembled as they lay m the 
arms of ilrs Seagrave and Juno, who were almost as much 
alarmed themselves 

‘ This IS very awdul/ said ilr Seagrave to Ready, for they had 
both nSen fiom tlieir beds ' Merciful Heaven > ’ 

As Mr Seagrave spoke they were both thrown back half 
stunned , a crash of thunder burst over the hou"e which shook 
everything m it a sulphurous smeU penmded tlio building, and 
soon afterw aids, w'hen they recovered their feet, they perceived 
that the house was full of smoke, and they heard the w’ailmg of 
the w omen and the shrieks of the children in the bed-places on 
the other side 

‘ God have mercy on us ! ' exclaimed Ready, ‘ the lightning 
has struck us, and I fear that the house is on fire somew'here ’ 

‘ My wife — my children ! ' exclaimed Mr Seagrave , ‘ are they 
all safer 

‘ Yes, yes 1 ’ cried hirs Seagrave , ‘ all safe , Tommy has come 
to me, but where is Juno ? — Juno ' ’ 

Juno answered not WiUiaui darted to the other side of the 
house, and found Juno, lying on her side, motionless 

‘ Help me to cany her out of the house, I»Ir Seagrave,’ said 
Ready, who had lifted up the poor girl] ‘she may be only 
stunned ’ 

They earned Juno out of the house, and laid her on the 
ground , the rain poured down in torrents. 

Ready left them for a muiulo, to ascertam if the house was 
on hi-e, he found that it had been in flames at the further 
corner, but the ram had extinguished-ib He then went back to 
Mr Seagrave and Wilham, who were with J uno 

‘I wall attend to the girl, sir,’ said Ready, ‘go jou and 
Master Wilham into the house , Mrs Seagrave will be too mucli 
fnghtened if she is left alone at such an awfid tune See, sir ! 
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Juuo 13 not dcad—lier clicst Lea\cs~ 3 lic conic to vcrj soon, 
"Vi'ilham and Mr SGagra^e returned to tlic lioiisc , they found 
Mrs Scagra^ c faintuig nith anxiety and fear Hit infonaatiun 
tlioy hmught, lliat Juno ttas not kiUtd hv the lightning, did 
much, to restore her 'William soothed little Albci t, and Tommy 
■ in a few minutes was fast oslccp nguin in his fathers arms 
The stonn non uhated, and ns the day began In breal , Heady 
nndMrSeugiaienentlo examine jf further imschicf had been 
done. The lightning had come m at the furtlicr htid of the 
house, at the part where the fiie-placo was uitendcd. to hare 
been made, ihcj found that it had melted down part of the 
iron kettle, and, what w is a greater loxi, tLai Black Knnn>, the 
goat, woa killed— the kida were, liowcver, unhurt. 

‘ I think we haic a large roll of copper ware, Hcadj , have we 
notl’ said ill Scagraio , 

‘Yes, sir, I was just thmkingof itmi'self , we wiUbnieallght- 
mng conductor up the firet thing^ 

It w 03 now bro id \la^ bght Wibnin w out out to projnro tbo 
breakfast, and Bcadj procured the coil of copper wire from those 
stores w lin h w ere stow cd midcr the bed-places This lie unrolled 
and stretched it out straight, and then went for tlic Imldor, 
winch wras at the outhouse which thc\ had cummeiiocd building 
As soon as breakfast w as oi or, He idj aud hi r Bcagmi o w eat out 
again to fix up the lightning conductor 
‘ I tlnnk, sir,’ said Rcadj , ‘ that one of thobc tw o trees, winch 
are close together, will suit tho best, lliey are not too near the 
house, and yet quite near enough for the w ire to attr.ict the light- 
ning’ 


‘ \es, I agree with jou, Hcadj , but we must not Icive them 
both standing ’ 

No, sir, but w 0 shall rcquiro them both to gut up and hx the 
wire , after that we will tut down the other’ 

Heady put his ladder against one of the trees, and taking w itli 
lum tlia hammer and a hag of largo Spike nails, droio one of the 
mils into the liunk of the tree till it was deep ciioiigh in to bear 
118 weight he then drove m another ahoie it, aild so he cou- 

of them while he droie in 
reached thti lop of tho tree, close to 
the boughs , he then descended, and, leanng the hammer behind 



THE WRECK OP THE PACIFIC 


8? 


iHm, took np a saw and small aso, and in about ten minutes be 
bad cut oft tbe bead of tbe cocoa-nut tree, ubicb remained a taU, 
bare pole 

Heady came down again, and tbbu cut dowm a small pole, 
to fix, watb a thick piece of pomtod ware at the top of it, on tbe 
bend of tbe cocoa-nut tree He then u ent up, lasbed tbe small 
pole to tbe bead of tbe tree, made tbe end of tbe copper unre fast 
to the jtomtcd ^virB, and then be descended The other tree near 
to it w as then cut down, and the low er end of tbe wire buned m 
tbe groiuid at tbe bottom of the tree on wbicb tbe bgbtnmg con- 
ductor bad been fixed 

‘ That's a good job done, sir,' said Heady, wipmg bis :tace, for 
bo Avas Avarm with tbe work 

‘ Yes,' repbed Mr Seagrave , ‘ and Ave must put up another 
near tbe outhouse, or w e may lose our stores ’ 

Tbe ram nbAV came on again aa itb giuat violence, and it was 
impossible to do any AAOik out of doors At the request of 
WiJbam, Heady continued his nairative 
‘ \Ycll, Master lYilbam, a§ soou as they had lot go their anchor 
in Table Bay, we were aU ordered on shore, and sent up to a 
pnsoii close to the Goa emmcut Gardens 
‘ I'bere were, as I told you, some otbei boys as well as myself, 
w'bo belonged to tbe Ihdiaman, and Ave kept a eiy much together, 
not only because a\o Aieie more of au age, but because avb had 
been shipmates so loug Tw o of these boys, J ack Homer and 
Will Hastings, were my particrdar friends , and one daj, as A\e 
w ere sitting uiidoi tbe wadi, Avanmng om selves, for it was winter 
tunc, Homer said, How very easy it w ould be for us to get 
awajq if we Duly kuew Avbore to go to " “ Yes,” repbed Hastmgs , 
“ but where are wo to go to, if it is not to tbe Hottentots and Aiild 
savages , and w'ben w e get there, a\ bat c.m a\ e do 1 — ^a\ o can’t get 
any farther” “Well,” said I, “I Asould latber be bvmg free 
' among savaget, than be abut up m a pnsoiL” That Avas our first 
talk oil tbe subject, but ai e bad maire others afterw-ards , and as 
tbe one or tivo Dutch soldiers who stood sentrj’^ spoke English, 
and Ave could talk a bttlo Dutch, aid obtained a good deid of in- 
formation from them , for they bad very often been sent to the 
frontiers of tbe colony We continued to ask questions and to 
talk among ourselves for about two mouths, and at last wo 
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rcsoh ed that v.ev, otild make our escape. "We Ba\ cd up our pro- 
Tisvons, bought some long Dutch knives, tied our feu cloihes up 
in bundles, and one dark night we contrived to remain in the 
yard without being ^letceiYcd, when the prisoners were lotkcd 
up, and raisuig a long pole, winch Lav ui the yard, to the top of 
the wall, with a good deal of ErmTubhiig wc contrived to gel O' er 
it, and made off as fast as we onnid for the Table ^fonntaiiu’ 

‘ "What was > our reason for going there, llcadj 1 ' 

‘1\Tiy, Hastings, who was tlio oldest, and, I will say, the 
sharpest of the three, stud that wc had better slaj up there for a 
few days, till we had made up our minds what to do, and try iC 
wc could not procure u luusl et or iw o, and ammunition , for, 
jou see, wo had monev, as, when the Tndwmanwas fir=t taken, 
the captain divided a kog of rupees, which w as on board, among 
the officers and men. There was also another reason win he 
persuaded us to go to the Table ^Mountain, which was, that as 
soon as our escape was found out, thej would send parties to look 
for us, thinking, of course, that wc had made for the interior, 
and we should have less chance of heuig retaken if wc travelled 
after the first search was o\ or The soldiers had told ns of the 
hons, and other wild animals, and how dangerous it was to 
travel, and Hastings Bmd, that not finding us, they would sup- 
pose we had been destroyed by the wild beasts, and would not 
look for us any more. 

‘And now I will tell you what happened to ns ere we were 
three hours on our joumoj We ran at first unlii we w ere out 
of breath, and then wc wsiked on as fast as wc could — not going 
nght up the mountain, but keeping a slantmg direction to the 
south-west, so as to get away from the towm, and more towards 
Talse Bay e had walked about four hours, and began to feci 
veiy tired, when the clay daivned, and then we looked out for a 
place to conceal ourseK es m We soon found a cav e with anai- 
TOw entrance, large enough inside to hold half a dozen of such 
lads as w e were, and we crawled in It was quite drv', and, as 
we were v eiy tired, w c lay dovni with our heads on our Inmdles, 
inteii^g to take a nap, but we had hardly made ourselves com- 
forteble tod shut our eyes, when we heard such a screaming and 
bartog, that we were fnghtened out of our lives almosL o 
couidnotthinkwhatitcouidbe At last Hastmga peeped out.anct 
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began to langh , so Homer and I looked out also, and there we 
saw abont one Imndred and fifty laigo .baboons, leapmg and 
tnmbbng abont m sneb a Avay as I never saw’ , they were bigger 
tlian we were, and they had very large white tasks Some of 
them W’ere females, with yoimg ones on their backs, and they were 
just as active as the males At last they played such antics, that 
W’e all burst out into a loud laugh, and w'e had not ceased when 
w’o found the gnnnmg face of one of the largest of those brutes 
close to our ow n Ho had dropped from the rock above us, bke 
magic AVe all three backed into the cave, very much fnghtened, 
for the teeth of the ammal w'ere enormous, and he looked verj’ 
sai age He gave a shnU ciy, and we perceived all the rest of the 
herd commg to him as fast as they could I said that the cai e 
was large enough to hold six of us , but there was a sort of inner 
cave, w’hich we had not gone into as the entrance w’as much 


smaller Homer cued out, “ Lotus go mto the inside cave — we 
can get m one by one and he backed m , Hastmgs followed 
with his bundle, and I hurried m after him just m tune, for the 
baboons, w’ho lud been chattel ing to each other for half a mmute, 
came mto the outer cave just as I crawled into the inner Five 
or SIX of them came in, all males, and very large The first tlung 
they did, was to lay hold of Homer’s bundle, which they soon 
opened — at once they seized his provisions and rammed them 
mto therr ponches, and then they pulled out the other things and 
tore them all to pieces As soon as they had done with the 
bundle, two of tliem came towards the inner cave, and saw us 
One put his long paw’ in to seize us , but Hastmgs gave him a 
slash with his knife, and the animal took his paw out agam fi^t 
enough It was laughable to see him hold out his hand to the 
others, and then taste the blood with the tip of his tongue , and 
such a chattering I never heard At last two or three at once 
tned to pull us out, but we beat them all off inth our knives, 
w oundmg tbem all very severely For about an hour tlmy con- 
tinued tbeir attempts, and then they Wrent away out o t e cav^ 
but remamed at tbe mouth shnekmg and howhng, We agreed 
that we had no chance but tlie anmials becoming tire m going 
away, and most anxious we were, for the ^citement had made 
us very thirst^’, and we wanted water We remamed for two 
hours m this way imprisoned by baboons, v hen all o a su t 
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a Blmll ciy was given bj one of tbo animals, anti tbc wbolo imi'tl 
went galloping off as fast ivs tlicy could, scrca’ming louder tlian 
oier IVo ■vvailod foi n hlioit tiino to aeo if ilicj voiild rcUim, 
and then Hastings craulcd out first, and looking out of the ci\ o 
\cry uantiously, said that tlioj woic all gone, mid that he could 
eee notlung but a Hotteutol sitting dowu watching •^tune cattle 
which wrero browwing, we thorcfoio nil citno out, very happi at 
out release' 


CHAPTiai XXXV 

TitF w eather sot lu fine for several daj t> after the \iolcnt stonn 
of w hich wo have made monhoiL Juno wa? w cak and syQcnng 
for some time She had been struck dow n bv the lightuing, but 
she was able to cook tUo dinner and do light work Poor Juno 
appeared to be vciy Bonsiblo of the wonderful presen ation which 
she had had fioni the hghlmng , and scxiiral tunes when lleailj 
wont out first in the morning, he had pcrcoiied Juno kneeling 
down under a cocoa nut tree, sccretlj and devoutly retui ning 
thanks for lianng been so niorcifuUy spared 
Por a fortnight, with little luternlissiou, the w calhor w m fine, 
and dumig that tunc, llcadj , ilr Scagnivc, and "Wilhain w orked * 
fioin daylight tiU dusk at the slorclionsc, wlucli thej were so 
anxious to complete At last the storchonse was complete, 
tliatched and wattled in on three sides, loai mg one open for 
ventilation, the lower part, which had been arranged for (ho 
folding of the stock at uight and duimg the rauiy season, was also 
wattled in watli cocoa-nut boughs ou thi"ee sides, and made a 
vciy comfortable retreat for tho annuals The winding p ith to 
the storehouse was also cut through the cocoa-nut groie, but tbo 
stumps w ore not reino-v ed, as they could not spare tho tunc ikll 
tho stores that they had blougbl round w ere put into tho store- 
house, and they agreed that, on the day after tho building was 
• fimsbod, they should all haie a day's holiday IVilhani caught 
^oiuo fish, a tuitle was speared and wheeled up to tholiouso \ and 
tliey not olily had a hobday, but a foast Mr Seagruve aud ^Pll]lanl 
bad been walking on the beach with Mrs Seagrava aud tho 
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cliilclreu, wlnlo Heady \vas assisting Juno in cuttuig n™pWrtlo , 
tJioy had shoivn Mrs Soagrave the storehouse and the^ats i\ath 
the four ]:ida had been lod there, as there n as no longer any oc- 
ciision for them to roninm in tlio lioiisc The u eathei i\ as beauti- 
ful, and tliey agicud to go and examine the gaiden They found 
that the seeds had not yet commenced sprouting, notnathstand- 
ing the heav}^ rains 

‘ I should have thought that so much luin vrould have made 
them come up/ said Jilra Soagrave 

‘ No, my dear/ replied i^ti Seagrai e , ' they require more of the 
sun than they vill have till the rainy season is nearly ovei ’ 

‘ Let us sit don u on this knoll, — it is quite ilrj^/ said Mrs Sea- 
grai e, * I little thought/ continued she, taking Mr Seagrave’s 
hand after she n os seated, ‘ that I could have been so happy m a 
desert ishmd. I thought I should feel the loss of books, but I 
reallj' could not have foimd time to lead ’ 

There was a silence for a few moments, when Wilham said, 
‘Tliev say that there are peojilo vho are atheists, papa How 
can they be so if they only look around them 1 I’m sure a mere 
oxaiumation of the vorlis of God ought to make them good 
Christians ’ 

‘No, m> child/ roiihed Mi Soagraie , ‘there you are m error 
Few deny the existence of a Deity, and an examination of his 
Tvorks may make them good and deiout men, but not Chnstiaus 
There is httlc merit in aclaiowlcdging vhat is evident to our 
Senses , the fnitli requned of us as C'hiistiaus, and to which are 
attached the great and gracious promises of the Gospel, is faith 
in a sublime nud to us lucomprehensible mj'stery the lucarnation 
of the Son of God, vho descended upon earth and took the iorm 
of man, and actually suffered for our redemption Still, the 
visible works of the Creator prove beyond all doubt his stu- 
pendo>.s porter nud his or erffornng lore , aud, once convinced o 
these, r\e ought to be better prejiared to roccir e tliose tenets o 
a Chnstian’s faith, rvhich are to us incomprehensible, but vluch 
nothmg but lus love to us r\ ould hai e suggested Mmat sfuth 
the Apostle 1 “Herem is love — ^uotthat no loved God, but that 
ho loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our mns 







CHjVPTER xxxvl 

\Vi.LL, Ready,’ eskI !Mr Scagrave, ‘after breakfast, «liich is to 
be our next job R 

‘Wby, svr, I tlunk we had better all set to, (o collect the 
branches and ends of the cocoa-nut trees c\it dowai, and st 'ck 
them for fuel , and I thmk, bv to-night, no shnll h i^c made the 
stack, and so arranged it, that the run will notgetuiti) it nmcb 
After that, as the weather will not permit us to lea^aj the hoiise 
for any tune, wo will cut our salt-pau and make our fi*-!! imnd. 

I thmk tlie strength of the nuns is oicr nlrcadi, and peiliuirt in a 
fortmght wo may \onturc to walk through the wood, and CMunine 
what we hacesa\cd from the wreck , we shall ha\c plcnlv to do 
in sorting and preparing the diflercnt articles before I he hno 
w eather returns, and we can then bring them round in the boat 
and fill our storehouse ’ 

‘ But how arc wo to make the salt-pan, Ready 1 "Wo imist cut - 
it out of the sobd rock ’ 

‘Yes, Master 'Wilbam , but I ba\o three or four of what they 
call cold chisels— those short, tluck pieces of iron, wath one cud 
sharjiened, which arc in the storehouse— and ivitli one of them 
and a haimnor, wo slmll get on faster than you thmk , for the 
coral rock, although hard at the surface, is very soft a little 
below it ’ 

The whole of that day was employed in pibng up tlie cocoa-uut 
branches and wood. Ready made a square stack, like a hay- 
stack, -with a gable top, over Avhicb ho tied the lung branches, 
so that the ram would pour olT it 

‘ There,’ said Ready, as ho came domi the ladder, ‘ tliat will bo 
our pronsion for next year , wo bai’o quite enough left to go on 
with till the rainy season is over, and we shall haie no ditbculty 
111 collecting it afterw'ords when the w eather is dry , this must bo 
kept for the next ramy season ’ 

After supper, Ready, being requested by William'; continued 
bis narrative — 

‘I left off, if I recollect right. Master WilbaiD, just as tho 
Hottentot, with the cattle under lus caro, had fnghtened away 
tho baboons who were tormentmg us. Well, sir, we came out of 
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Uie cnre nnd sat down under tlio roclc, so that the Hottentot 
could not sec us, and wo liad a sort of council of war. Eomer 
was for going Inck and giving ourselves up again , for lie said it 
was nchculous to bo wandering about without any amis to defend 
ourselves against wild beasts. It would have been the wisest 
thing wluch we could have done_, but Hastings said, that if we 
w enfc back, w e should bo laughed at , and the idea of being 
laughed at niado us all agree that w»o w oidd not Tho next point 
of considtatiouhctw cen us was, how w e were to procure arms and 
auuuuiution, w hicli we could not do w ithoiit As wo were talk- 
ing this oier, I peeped from behind tlie rock, to see whore tlic 
Hottentot might be , I perceived th it he had laid luinsoK down, 
and wraiipod liiinself up in lus kross, a mantle of sheep-skins 
which they nlwajs wear How we lind observed tint he earned 
lus musket in lus hand, and I pointed out to Hastmgs and Homer, 
that if ho was asleep, wo nught got possession of his musket 
without lus perceiving it Tins was a good idea, and Hastings 
said he ivould crawl to lum on lus Jinnds and knees, wlulo we 
remained behind tho rock He did so xery cautiously, aud found 
the mau’s head covered up m his kross aud fast asleep , so there 
avas no fear, for tho Hottentots are % eiy hard to w ake at any time 
Hastings first took tho muskot and earned it away, out of the 
reach of the Hottentot, and then lie returned to him, cut 
the leather thong which slung lus pow'der-horn and ammnmtion, 
and retreated with all of them without disturbing the man from 
his sleep Keopmg our eyes about in every direction, lest we 
shcadd meet with anybody else, wo proceeded nearly a mile 
towards Table Bay, when we foil in wnth a stream of water 
This was another happy discovery, for w o were very thirsty , so 
we concealed ourselves near to tJio stream after we had quendied 
our thirst, and made a duiuor off the proinsions we had brought 
with us ' 

‘But, Beady, did you not do wrong to steal the Hottentot’s 
musket 

‘No, Master William, in that instance it could not be con- 
sidered as a theft Wo were m an enemy’s coimtry, trying to 
escape , we were therefore jnstas much at war with the conntrj' 
as we were when they took us prisoners, and we uo more stole tho 
musket than they could be said to have stolen our ship Am I 
not right, Mr Seagravel’ 
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'I think so when two nations are at war, the property of 
oitlier, n lion taken, is ponfiacalei’ 

‘ Well, 5ir, to go on we waited till dusk, and then we continued 
oiir march tp'\\ ards Faijso Eay as fast as n e conlcL W c knen that 
there n eje fanners flow n in the valley, or rather the sides of the 
lulls, and we hoped to obtain, by some means or other, two mus- 
kets It was near twelve o’clock at night, with a bnght moon, 
w!(iep had a sight of tlio water in False Bay, and soon after- 
warc|3 Tfe lieard the baying of a large dog, and not far from us we 
distuiguishfid two or tlirco farm-houses, ivith their cattle-folds and 
orchards We then looked for a luding-place, where we might 
remmn tdl the mormng , we found one between some large pieces 
of rock Weagi-eed that one should watch while the otlier two 
slept this Hastings undertook to do, ns he w ns not inclmed to 
sleep At daylight ho woke Ilomor and me, and wo made our 
breakfast 

‘The farm-house and buildings just below us were much 
smaller than the other two, which were more distant In about 
an hour the Hottentots came out, and we pemeu cd that they 
were yoking the oxen to the w'nggon , they joked twehe pair, 
and then the Hottentot driver got in and drove oft towards 
Cape Town, accompanied by a Hottentot lad and the big dog 
Soon after tliat, another Hottentot drove the cow^ uj) the valley 
to feed , mid then a Dnlcliwompu came out of the house with 
two chaldron, and fed the poultry ^ 

‘We watched for another lionr, and tlion the farmer himself 
made hia appearance, with a pipe m his raoutli, and sat down on 
a bench. Wlien his pipe was out, lie called to tlie house, and a 
Hottentot w Oman canie to him with more tobacco and a light 
About two hours after noon the farmer went to the stable and 
led out lus horse, mounted, and rode away , w e saw him speak 
to the Hottentot woman when ho rode off, and she soon after 
went down the valley wuth a basket on her liead, and a long 
knife in her hand. Then Hastings said it was tmio that we 
moved, for theie was but one Avoman in the house, and wo could 
easily ovorpoAver her and get Axhat we wanted , still there aatis a 
great nsk, as she nught give tlio alarm HoAvover, as it was our 
only chance, wo resolved to go doA\m to the farm-house very 
cautiously, and be all ready to seize any opportunity We crept 
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dovm tlie iiU and gained the fence, whicli M^as at tlie back of 
tbe faiTO-bonse, wntbout being discovered, ve remained tbeio 
for about a quarter of an hour, wbcn, to mu' great joy, we 
observed the farmer’s wife go out of the bouse, leading a child 
m each band As soon a§ sbe was a hundred yards oft, Hastings 
crept softly tbrougb tbe fence, and entered tbe faira-bouse by 
tbe back-door , be came out again, and made a sign for us to 
come m Wo found bun already in possession of a rifle and a 
ninskct, wbicb bad been banging over tbo fire-place, and we soon 
banded down tbe powdei-borns and ammunition-poucbes, vbicb 
- were bung up at a diftereut part of tbe room, away from tbe 
fire-placo 

‘ Having gamed these, Hastings set mo to watch at tbe front 
door, lest anybody should return, while Romor and be looked 
out for something else m tbo vay of provisions We got 
possession of three bams, and a large loaf of bread as big as a 
small wasluug-tiib With these articles v o made our way safe 
back to our retreat As there was a sort of ravine full of rocks 
dividing tbe bill, winch we were obbgcd to pass before we could 
get into tbo valley, unless uo went dowi close to tbe farm-house, 
wo agfeed that it would be better at once to cross it dunug the 
day-time, so that wo should get that difficulty over, and, at the 
same time, bo fmtbcr from tbe fanii-bouse We did so, and 
found a very scciue hiding-place, where we lay down, waiting 
for the snn to sot before we started on our journey into the 
intenoi We had not been there an horn before we heard the 
shiill cry of our friends the baboons, on the hill uhichve had 
left, and, aftei that, we perceived them going down towards the 
farm-house, and very busy takuig tlie fruit out of the orcliard, 
throiTing It from one to the other as fast as they could , for, you 
SCO, those cunning animals had found out tliat the coast was dear, 
and did not lose so good an opportunity They were stdl busy 
with their work whou the Hottentot csinio in sight with the 
coivs , and when be approached tbo tarm-house they all gaio a 
loud scream, and scampered off as fast as they could. Then tbo 
Dutchwoman was seen coming back, and w’beii sbe bad gone into 
tbo bouse, and spoken to the Hottentot, we beard her crying ns 
sbe came out again by tbo back door About an hour before 
dusk, the Dutch farmer came home on horseback, and, in a few 



9G 


MASTHmAN nEAD'V , OR, 


minutes, we know, by the sbnelang and screams, that lie was 
beatmg lus mfo , for you see, sir (that is, wc suppose it w as So), 
by her leaviug tbc bouse the baboons had ventured to rob the 
orchard , and I have no doubt that it was taken for granted that 
they had carried off the different articles missing in the house j 
for they will take anything, so if it was unfortunate for the 
poor woman, it was lucky for us, as it~remo\cd the suspicion of 
our bemg there, and occasioned no search after us. I think I 
had better leave off now, Master William, as it is getting late’ 


CHAPTER XXXm 

The fish-pond iras commenced the next morning Ready, 
Mr Scagiuve, and Wdham, went down together to the beach, 
and chose a spot about one hundred yards from the turtle-pond , 
the water being shallow, so that at the part farthest from the 
shore there uoidd not be more than three feet. 

‘ Now, sir,’ said Ready, ‘ this is a very simple job , oil u e have 
to do IS to collect small rocks and stones, pile them up -nall- 
fashion inside, and with a slope outside, so as to break tlio force 
of the waves when the ivater is a httle rough of course, the 
water wdl find its way through the stones, and wiU be constantly 
changed. There’s nothing like having a ready supply of pro- 
visions at aU tunes ’ 

‘ But there are few stones about here, Ready , we sball have 
to fetch them a long way,’ said Wilham 
‘ Well, then, Master Wilham, let ua get the wheels down here, 
and then we can cany a quantity at a time ’ 

‘ But how shall we carry them. Ready ? ’ 

‘We will shng a tub on the axle, I will go up and get that 
ready and bnng it down ’ 

Ready soon returned inth the wheels, and the tub slung with 
rope on the axle, and by that means they foimd that they could 
collect the stones very fast , Mr Scagrave and Wilham brmgmg 
them, and Ready ui the water, buUaing up the wall 
‘We have quite forgot another job which we must put lu 
baud, sir,’ observed Ready, ‘ a bathiug-place for the children, 
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and indeed for ns all , ivo slioll want it when the hot weather 
conics on, hut we will put it off till then I can tell you, sir, 
that although I don't mind building tins wall in the shallow 
•prater, I shall bo very careful when the water is up to my knees, 
for you don’t know how bold the sharks are in these latitudes 
Ti hen I was at St Helena, not very long ago, we had a melan- 
choly proof of it ‘ 

‘ Tell us the story, Heady ’ 

‘ Why, sir, I could not have believed it possible Two soldiers 
u ore standing on the rocks at St Helena , the rocks were out 



of the water, but the swell just broke over them Two sharks 
swam up to them, and one of them, with a blow of his tail, turn 
mg round, tnpped one of them off into the water, vJuch was 
very deep About a week afterwards, a schooner was lu Sandy 
Bay, on the other side of the ishnd, and the people, seeing a 
very large shark under the stern, put out a hook with a piece 
of pork, and caught him , they opened him, and fnuud inside 
of Iiim, to their hoiTor, tlie whole of the body of the soldier, 
except the legs below the knees I saw the maw and the 
back-bone of the animal at the barracks, and it certainly was 
the largest brute of the kind that I ever witnessed m my life ' 

‘ I really had nO idea that they were so bold, Eeady ’ 

’ It 13 a fact, I assure you, sir , and therefore we cannot be 
too careful how w e go into the water you saw how soon the 
poor pig was despatched ’ 

‘ I wonder how the pigs got on, Beady,' said William 

7 
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‘ I dare say tliey liave littered by tbis time, sir , they have do 
want of fooi' 

‘ But can tliey eat tlie cocoa-nuts ? ' * 

‘Not tlio old ones, but they can Ibe young ones, w'hicli are 
constantly dropping from Itio trees, oud then there’s plenty of 
roots for them. If wo staj'- long hero we shall soon hare good 
sport hunting them , for although thcA were tame pigs when wo 
brought them on shore, they inll be wold and very savage, in a 
very short time, A wild boar is a formidable animal ’ 

‘ So I behevo ’ said Jlr Seagrai o ‘ bow must we limit tbern 1 ’ 
‘IVliy, sir, with the dogs, and tlion shoot them I am glad 
that Yixen is to pup soon , we shall want more dogs ’ 

I am afraid that we shall ha\ o more mouths tlian ive can find 
food for ’ 


Never fear that, sir j dogs live very w ell upon fish ’ 

‘We shall have some lambs soon, Ready , shall w o not ? ' 

Yes, sir, I expect very soon I wish wo had more food for 
the animals, they are put rather hard to it just noiv j but next 
year, if we find more food on the island, wo must koop tha grass 
near homo, to make hay and stack it for the winter-hnie — or the 
ramy season rather, for there is no winter in these latitudes, 
rm pretty ^ -n-e shall find some clear land on the south of 
toe island, for the cocoa-nut grove does not extend bo close to 
the water on that side as it docs on the north ’ 

After supper. Ready continued his narrative ‘ We Wmained 

l>nm at his back, and I, 
w'as of f^road, which 

the middle rpI- through a hole bored through 

noX W Our intention wastotravd 

eStwMd so I w «^^oold first go to the 

which would keep us ouroft7^ ®'i^ors call a circumbendibus, 
o’clock we warn J ® ^onerd track. About twelve 

water, but we did^^ of 

bright as day We distmcRS^T^ ^ ' 

not much like, the Imtt-n 7 heard, however, what we did 

increased as we went on beasts, which 

our comfort aIToL wa ‘^^dThat was 

«o tired that we all sat down ou 
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- tlio ledge of a rock. Wo dared not go to sleep, so we remained 
there till daylight, listening to the howding of the ammals. We 
none of ns spoke, and I prcsiune that Hastmgs’ and Homer’s 
thoughts wore the same as my own, which w'ere, that I woxddhave 
given a great deal to hud myself safe and sound agam withm the 
prison-walls However, dayhght came at last , the wild beasts 
did not prowl any more, wo walked on till we found a stream of 
^ater, where we sat down and took our brealrfast, after which 
our courage romved, and we tallced and laughed as v e walked 
on, just as we had done before Wo now began to ascend the 
mountains, which Hastings said must bo the Swartz or Black 
hlountams that the soldiers had tallced to us about , and when 
night came on, wo collected bnishwood, and cut down branches 
with our largo kmvcs, that wo imght make a liie, not only to 
warm ourselves, but to scare away the wild beasts, whose howl- 
ing had already commenced. We saw two or three durmg the 
day-time sunning themselves on the flat rocks — one was a panther, 
we had loaded our guns as we passed it showed its white teeth, 
but did not move, the others uere too far 05 “ for us to dis- 
tingmsh what they wore We hghted our fire and at© our sup- 
per , the loaf was half gone, and the hams had been well cut 
into — we know, therefore, that very soon we should have to trust 
to our guns for procunng food As soon as we had fimshed our 
inoal, we lay down by the fire, with our muskets loaded close to 
us, and our ammunition placed out of danger It had been 
agreed that Romor should keep the first watch, and Hastings the 
middle, and I the morning, but Eomer fell asleep, and the con- 
sequence V as, that the fire was not kept up It was about mid- 
night that I was awakened by somethmg breathing hard m my 
face, and just os I could recall my senses and open my eyes, I 
found myself lifted up by my waistband, and the teeth of some 
animal pinching my flesh. I tried to catch at my musket, but I 
put out my wrong hand, and laid hold of a still hghted brand out 
of the fire, which I darted into the animal’s face it let me drop 
directly, and ran away 

‘ It was a hyena Roi innately they are a very cowardly sort of 
boast, still, had it not been for the lighted stick, it would have 
earned me off, for I was veiy small then The shout I gave woke 
Hastmgs, who seized his musket and fired. As for Romer, he 
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never ^voke tiU we puslied lum liard, he was bo completely 
knocked up This affair, of course, made us more cautious, and 
afterwards we lighted two fires, and slept between them, one 
alwaj's remaining on the watch. For a week we travelled on, 
and as soon as we weie over the mountains, we turned dur heads- 
to the northward. We now were away from rocks and brush- 
wood, and entered a large plain. Our provisions were all gone, 
and ne were one day mthout any, but we killed an antelope 
called a spnng-bock, winch gave ns provisions for three or four 
days there was no u ant of game after we Iiad descended into 
the plain I forgot to mention, however, a narrow ^scape we 
had, just before we had left an extensive forast on the side of 
the mountain. We had walked till past noon, and u ere very 
much tired, we decided upon taking our dinner under a large 
tree, and wo threw ourselves down in the shade Hastings was 
lying on his hack, with his eyes looking upu ards, when he per- 
ceived on a lower branch of the tree a panther, which lay along 
it, his green eyes fixed upon us, and ready to spnng he seized 
his musket and fired it without taking aim, for there was no 
time, but the ball entered the stomacli of the animal, and, as it 
appeared, divided its back-bone Down came the beast, witlun 
three or four feet of where we lay, witli a loud roar, and immedi- 
ately crouched to spnng upon Homer, but it could not, the back- 
bone being broken. I never saw such rage and fury in an animal 
in my life. At first we were too much fnghtened to fire , but, 
perceiving that the beast could not sprmg, Hastmgs snatched the 
musket from Homer, and shot it through the head We were 
now ohhged to hunt for our livehhood, and we became bolder 
than ever Our clothes were all in rags , but we had plenty of 
powder and ammimition , there were hundreds and hundreds of 
antelopes and gnus in the plam — ^indeed, sometimes it was im- 
possible to count them. We didn’t vs ant for provisions, I assure 
you, but this plentiful supply of game was the cause of our 
being in greater danger, for now, for the first tmie, we lieard tlie 
roar of the lions every night Of all the noises I over heard, it 
IS ^rtainly the one which, to my mind, is the most temblc ’ 

‘ Did >ou ever meet with one in the daytime 1 ’ said Wilham 
Yes, sir, we often saw them, hut they never attacked us, and 
we M ere too much afraid to fire at them Once u e met one 
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to face Wo Iiad killed an antelope called a liartebeest, and witli 
onr Tunskets on onr sUouldors, \vero mnmng to secure it, having 
marked iverc it fell m the high gniss J ust as v o came up to the 
spot of grass, ue hcaid a roai, and found ourselves not ten 3 ards 
from a Hon, w ho a\ as hung on the top of the beast a\ e had killed, 
his ej es fltislung fire at ns, and half raising hunself, ns if ready 
lor a spring. We all took to our liocls as fast as no could I 
never looked hack till I vvas out of breath but the liou n ns con- 
tent vnth our running awnj, and did not take the trouble to fol- 
low us. Well, air, n 0 had been tra\ elbng, n e really hnrdlj' knew 
where, but certainly in a northerlj'^ direction, for tliree weeks, 
and were quite W'oni out Wo walked along the whole daj^ 
wathout speaking to one another, except when it was necessaii' 
to hunt for provTsions , for my part, I declare that I w as willing 
to ho down and die, if I could have so done, and I became quite 
indifferent to the roanng of the hons, and felt as if I should be 
glad if one would have made a meal of me, when one morning 
wo foil in with a party of natives They wore of the Kan 00 
tribe^ as thej told us by pointing to themselves, and sajang, 
“Karroos,” and then they pointed to us and said, “Dutch" 
Wo shot game and gave it to them, vilnch pleased them very 
much, and tlicy remained wath us for five or six daj^s We tried 
bv signs to inquire of them, if there were .any Dutch settlements 
about there, and tliey understood u 3 , and said that there were, 
m u direction which they pointed out to us, to the north-east 
W^c oftored them a present iTthey w ould show us the ivay Tw'o 
of the men agreed to go wath us, Die rest of the tube, wath the 
w omen and children, wont southward The next day wo arm ed 
at a Dutch sottlemcnt of three or four farm-houses, called Graof 
EejTiets , — but I must leave oil now, for it is past bed-tmie ’ 


CHAPTER XXXYIir 

Tnn construction of the fish-pond proceeded rapidljq and ou 
the thud day it w as nearly complete As soon as aU the walls 
were finished, Beady tlu'ew out sand and shingle, so as to make 
the part next to tlie beach nearly as deep as the other , so tliat 
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llicrc might bo sufRcjcnt water to prevent the giilLs and tminnif- 
w-ar birds from daiiing down and ttriKing thu fish, V* hUc Ilcadj 
was thus employed, Soagnvvo niid Williarmollecied more 
rochs, so as to divide the pond into four parts, at the same tihio 
allowing a connnnmcnhon between cath p-irt 'fhese vnside 
walls, as well ns the outside, wero made of suflicni t width to 
walk upon , by which menus they would have nil the fish withm 
reach of the spanr Tlic day after the pond was co nplctcd, the 
weather changed, but the storms were not po violent as at tho 
coraraonccBient of the riini ecafon The n\in p*ourcd down with 
great foicc, but it was not accompanied with such ternfie thunder 
and lightning, nor were the storms of so long continu'Uirc, gener- 
ally clcaruig up after a few hour® Jii tho intcrviib of fine 
weather they caught a great many fiili, wlucli they’ put into tho 
pond, so that it was w ell stocked But a circumstance' occurroil, 
which was tho occasion of great alarm to lltoin all, which was, 
that one evening William was tal cn wnth a slnvcniig, and com- 
plained very much of a pain m lus licad He was put into bed, 
and the next morning he w as in a Moh-til fever Jlr Se^grivo 
was much alarmed, aa the aj mptoms v. ere wor'O cv cr^ hour , and 
Beady, who had sat up with him durmg the night, called Mr 
Seagravo out of the liouse, and said, ‘Tins is a bid ease, sir 
Master William was working josteida} with Ins lint oiT, and I 
fear th it ho has been struck by the sun Ifs a pity but we had 
some one who could take some blood from lum,’ 

‘ I liav 0 a lancet,' snd Mr Scagrav o , * but I really have nov cr 
hied anjbodv in luy life ’ 

‘Nor have I, sir, but if you have a lancet, I think it is our 
dutj' to try If jou think that you caiinol, I will do my bast, it 
is a very simple operaliou ’ 

They went into tho house again ilr Seagravo found his 
lancet, and Beady bound np Wilhum's arm /Is soon ns tho vein 
was swelled, he held it firm imdci tho b.dl of histlumtb,andwn3 
successful in the first attempt By tho adneo of Kcadj , a great 
deal of blood was taken from the sufierer, wlio aiipcared to be 
much reboved by the operation His arm was then bandaged, 
and having dr^ a httlo water, which ho nslced for, he ogam 
was laid npon his pillow Ths noit day the fever was as viit 
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ns ever William was bled agam, and Im mother watched over 
Mm with anxiety and m team 

Beady, who could not be idle, had taken the hammer and cold 
clusol to make the Balt-pau, at wluch ho worked during those 
portions of the day in winch Ms services were not required in- 
doors ; and as ho sat chipping away the rock, his thoughts were 
ovei upon Wilham, and the tears would run doira Ms cheeks as 
' ho oftered up Ms petition to the Almighty, that the boy might 
bo spaicd to Ms afflicted parents And those prayers were heard, 
for, on the ninth day, William was pronounced by Beady and 
Mr SeaginvG to have much less fever, and shortly afterwards it 
left Mm altogether , but it was not till more than a fortmght 
after the fever had left him that he could go out of the house 
The joy that was expiessed by them all when the change took 
place may be imagined nor were the thanksgivings less fervent 
than had been the innyers Din mg his convalescence, as there 
was nothing else to do, Mr Scagrave and Beady, who now went 
gladly to their work, doterinincd, ns the salt-pan was finished, 
that they would make a batlung-place Juno came to their as- 
sistance, and was very useful m assisting to drag the wheels 
wMch brought the rocks aud stones, while Mrs Scagrave and 
Caiohne ivatched the mvahd By the time that Wiihamwas 
able to go out of the house, the batMug-placo was finished, and 
there was no longer any fear of the sharks 

‘It’s a long •nhilo since you have gone on with your story, 
Beady,’ said William, after they had taken their supper, ‘I 
wash you would do so now, as I am sure I shall not be tired ' 

‘With pleasure. Master Wdliam,’ rephed Ready, ‘but can 
you remember where I left off, for my memory is none of the 
best?’ 

‘ O yes , if you recollect, you had just amved at a Dutch 
fannei’s house, lu company wuth the savages, at a place called 
Graef Beynets, I tlunk ’ 

‘ Vexy true, sir Well, thou, the Dutch farmer came out when 
her saw us coimng, and asked us Avho we vero We told him 
that Ave were English prisouom, and that we wished to give our- 
selves up to the authonties He took a-swiy our arms and am- 
mumtion, and said that he was the authority in that part Ho 
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added, "As for sending j ou to the Crpc, that I imj not be iiblo to 
do for months, so if jou iMsh to be fed vrcll, yon must Aiorh 
well while you’re here ” AVo repUed, tliatwc should boA er> glad 
to make ourselves useful, and then ho cent us tome dinner, bj n 
Hottentot girl, and sliowcd us n anmll room for us to '»lcei> ni 
But wo soon found out that uo had todcnl \nth in iH-icmncrthI, 
brutal fellow, and that ho gnae us plcntj of hard asork, but bj 
no means plcnta' of food He aaould not tnut us avith guns, so 
the Hottentots asent out a\ith the cattle, but he gaae us plciitj 
of work to do about the house , and at last ho treated ns aery' 
cruelly AVhon ho was short of provisions for the llottentota tmd 
other slaves, of aihoin ho had a good many, he vaouldgoont aviUt 
the other farmers aalio hacd nc<ir him, and shoot qnaggas for 
them to cat ’ 

‘ MTiat 13 a quagga 1 ’ 

‘ Aaaald ass, pirtly covered aaith stripes, but not so much as 
the zebra , a pretty' animal to look at, but the flesh is very b id 
AVell, sir, ho at last aaould giac us nothing to cat but qtnigeais, 
the same as tho Hottentots, aahilc he and his family —for he had 
a wife and fiac children — liaed upon mutton and the flesh of tho 
antelope, ninth is aery cvcellenl eating M'o nskctl him to 
alloas ns a gnn to procure better food, and he kicked Homer so 
uninereifuUy, that ho could not u ork for tn o eh j s aftenvards 
As for the poor Hottentots and shaes, they arere floggeil cacry 
dayanth a aahip made of the hide of a rhmotcros, a tcrnblo 
thing, ailuch cut into tho flesli at every blow Our liaes became 
qauto a burden to us At last a\e agreed that aae aaoidd stand it 
no longer, and one ea ening Hastings told hun so Tlus put him 
into a great rage, and he called tavo of tho slaa as, and ordered 
them to tie him to tho aanggou-aaheel, swearing that he avould 
cut ea ory bit of skiu off Lis body, aud he a\ ent into lus house to 
getlus whip Tho slaa’cs had hold of Hastings, and were tying 
him up, for they dated not disobey their master, when ho said 
to ns, “ If I am flogged this aa av, it a\ ill bo all oa er with us 
Noav’s your time , run back behmd tho house, and when he combs 
out with the whip, do you go in and seize tlio muskets, aaluch 
are always ready loaded Hold him at bay till I got clear, and 
then we anil get aaray somehow or another You must do it, for 
I nm sure he anil flog me tdl I am dead, aud he anil shoot you 
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as runaT^aj’’ prisoners, ns lie did Ins two Hottentots the other day ” 
As Eoiner and 1 thought this very probable, we did as Hastings 
told ns , and -when the Dutchman had gone to-wards him where 
he was tied up, about fifty yards from the house, we went m 
The farmer’s -ftifo was inbed, haiung just given birth to another 
child, and the children we cared not for Wo seized two 
muskets and a largo knife, and came out just as the Dutchman 
had struck the fimt blow with the ihinoceros whip, which was 
so severe that it took a-v\ ay poor Hastings’ breath We went up , 
he turned round and saw us wo levelled our muskets at him 
\Yhen we came up, Romer kept his piece levelled at the Dutch- 
man, while I passed him, and with the knife cut the thongs 
which bound Hastings The Dutchman turned pale and did 
not speak, he was so fnghtened, and the slaves ran away As 
soon as Hastings was free, he seized a largo wooden mallet, used 
for dnVing in stakes, and struck the Dutchman down to the 
earth, crying out, “ That, for floggmg an Englishman, you rascal ” 
T^Tule the man lay senseless or dead — I didn’t know which at 
the tune — we tied him to the waggon-wheels, and returning to 
the house, seized some ammunition and other articles which 
might be useful We then went to the stables, and took the 
three best horses which the Dutdmian had, put some com in a 
sack foi each of them, took some cord for halters, mounted, and 
rode away as fast as wo could As we knew that we should be pur- 
sued, -vve first galloped away as if we were gomg eastwaid, to the 
Cape , and then, as soon as wo w ere on ground which w ould not 
show the tracks of our horses’ hoofs, we turned round to the 
northward, in the direction of the Bushman country It was 
dark soon after ue had alteied our course , but we travelled all 
night, and although we heard the roanng of the hons at a 
^distance, we met with uo accident ’ 

‘How long were you with the farmer at Graef Eeyuots ?’ 

‘ Hearly eight months, sir , and duimg that time v e could not 
only speak Dutch, but we could make ourselves understood by 
the Hottentots and other natives , besides -u hich, v e had a good 
knowledge of the country, and knew what to do when we 
tra-v^ellei AVhile "we were eatmg next mormng, we held a 
cousulta-tion liow -v\’e should proceed. We were aware that 
Dutchmen would shoot us if they came up wuth us, and tliat 
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tlioy would coiiio out in strong foitio ngulint ns, and wo \\ero 
afraid that wo had killed iho man, and if £o,tlirf uoiild hang us 
as soon as uo got to the Cape , so u e wei o at n great Joss to! now 
non to act At list uc decided that ttouould cm sthetsamuy 
of tho Bushmen, and get to the fcasido, to iho noiiliwaid of the 
Caiie Having done talking, «e look the -«addlM ofl our horses, 
.and tethered them ulicrc there uis givul gni-vt, foi ^ou ‘■ce, sir, if 
uc had not made Uicm fast theyuouM haio gallojied hadi to tho 
farm Wo deternnued that it would be better to tni\cl at night, 
as there uouhl bo less feai of the v.ild lie-ists, oi nf being ‘=ecn , 
so no wont fast asleep for maiij hours. I Tion’t tdl uhat 
passed evci'y day for a foiluight, by uhicli limoue hid pretty 
uell killed our lioiscs, and uc ucre conipellufl to stop .among 
tribe of Gorragnias, I thuik Ihoj called thoni, a %crj. mild, 
inolTensive people, ulio supplied ns uith milk, and treated lis 
verj kiudlv Wo had some ad\culure.’<, ne\ crthelcss One dav, 
as uo were pas.siug by a tuft of small trees, u rhim'Ccnis di irgcd 
upon mj hoisc, uhich ^cry iiarroul> esc-ijicd b> uhediiig slioti 
round and getting behind him, the beast thou made olT i.itliout 
lucddbug vith us any more Hi oiy dn\ v> o Used to '•hoot some 
anunnl or other for proiision sometimes it ua-S a gnu a icrj 
ounous ci-eaturc, something lielucen an aiitelO]ic and a bull, at 
other tunes it nas one of tlie antelope kainl 
‘Well, no staid for three necks nith these people, and gave 
our horses tunc to refresh lliomsehes ; and Ihcu n e set off Ogam, 
keeping luoie towards tho coast as ne went southward, for tho 
Qorrngutts told us tliat thcro avas n fierce nnlno tnbe, called. 
Kaffers, to tho northnard, who would cerl.Mnl) kill us if we 
went there The fact is, we did not Icuow what to do At last 
wo decided that it would be better to find our way back to tho 
Cape, and debver oursohes up as prisoners jkll that wo were 
afraid of was, that wo hid killed the Dutch fanner at Gmof 
llcjTiets, who had treated us so brutally, but Hastings said ho 
did not care , that w as liis business, and ho would take his 
chance so when wo bade adieu to the Gomguos, who were 
quite satisfied wath our presenting them with all the buttous we 
could spare, wo turned our horses' heads to the south-east, so to 
make tho sea and go to the southw ard at the same time 

I have now to mention a most melancholy event which 
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occurred. Two daj"s after wo liad recommenced our travels, in 
passing tlirougli some lugli grass, wo stumbled on a lion, which 
was devouring a gnu Eomer, who happened to be some ten 
yards foremost of the three, w as so alarmed that he fired at the 
anunal The hon was shghtly w-oundcd, he gave a loar that 
might have been hoard for a mile, sprang upon Eomer, and 
with one blow of his paw knocked him ofi the saddle into the 
bushes Our horses, whicli were frightened, ivheeled round and 
fled, for the ammal was evidently about to attack us As it ^s, 
he did make one bound in our direction, we could not pull up 
untd wo had gone half a mile, and when we did, we saw tUe 
hon had tom doum the horse which Eomer had ridden, and was 
dra&gingnway the carcase to the right at a soit of c^ter, wi 
outluy apparent effort on his part We waited till he was weff 
off, and then rode back to the spot where Eomer had faUen 
wo soon found him, but he w'as quite dcad^ the blow wi 
lion’s paw had fractured his skull 
‘We had uo means of burying him, p^r feUow 
covered him up with bushes, and left him We were both very 
melancholy , indeed, as I rode on, I cried 
and Hastings never spoke a word until it to® first saw 
the homes Three days after poor Eomoi^s 
the wide ocean agam , and it appeared to us as 
in with an old fiiend Wo kept near the coa 
found out that wo could not obtain the supp y ^ 
for our fires at night, so weU as we could in the inten ^ 

' agreed to got away fiom the coast agam 

plain to pass over, aud w^e were qmte ttavs— when wo 

for wo had been without any for near y , nest 

came upon an ostrich, and, to my groa t, gifted a fire, and 

with thirteen largo eggs in it o of thorn, and 

roasted two of the eggs we made a good ^010^^ 

having put four more on our -biit difilculty 

journey For tlireoaveeks more we had ° 

and suffenug One forenoon, at las ^ white 

tain, aiid were as glad to see it ns if ^ 

chfe of Old England We mght , 

hopes of hemg once more English colours 

when, as we neared the bay, w'e obsc 
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w cro flying on board of tbo % c'wels m tlie road TJijy atti’pn.'nKl 
ns very mucli , but soon after tint ivc met an Knglmli '■oldior, 
wbo told us tliat tbe Capo bad liccu tuKi n by oiir foixca Tnoro 
tban 8i\ inontlis ago Abe rode into tbo tomi, and reported 
oursches to the main-guard, the govtnior rent for us, boawl^ 
onr stor}'’, and sent ns to tlio adinini), ubo took us on Iwiattl of' 
bis owi skip Non, Master AViiliain, as tlm is a good jflaco to 
lca\o off at, md jou must bo rather tired, 1 tbiiik ne had better 
nil go to bed ’ 


CfCVrTKR XXXIX. 

Nf\t day after supper llcadj nunt on mill Jus narratne 
‘1 left oil at the time that I was sent on board of the inan-of 
uar, and I was put down on the books as n supcmumcrarj Imy, 
I was on board of her for noarh four jc-irg and wo were sent 
about from port to port, and from clime to dime, iiiitil I grow i 
strong, tall lad, and was put into llic mizen-top I found it 
sery comfortable I did my duty, and tbo tonscquenco ai js, I 
never was piinishcd , and the duly w.is not aerj* hard either, 
not like on buuxl of tbo mcrdiniit acsscis, where there are so 
few bands— there it is hard woiL Of course, there arc some 
captains who comm md men of war who arc harsh and sexerc— 
wlsit they call nmitincts in the scnaco , but it was my good 
fortune to be wath a serj' mild and steady captain, who wnsaerj 
sorry when ho was obliged to punish llio men, nlthougli he 
would not oveilook any improper conduct The onlj thing 
winch was a source of constant unhappiness to uia was thit I 
could not get to England agmi, and see my mother I liad 
Witten two or three letters, but neicr liad an answer , and at 
last I became so impatient that I doteniuncd to run nwaj the 
ven-- firet opportunity which might offer AVe w ere then stationed 
in the AA est Indies, and I had a crj' often considtations wath 
Hastings on the subject, and w e had agieed that w o would stai t 
off together the yery first opportunity At last wo nncliorcd in 
loit iloyal, Jamaica, aud there was a laige coiuoj of AA'^cst 
India ships, laden with sugar, about to sad iiiunedmtclj AA'p 
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Jvnew that if wo could get on board of one they would secrete 
us until the tune of sailing, for they were short-handed enbugh, 
the inen-of-war having pressed every man they could lay their 
hands upon There was but one chance, and that was by 
swimming on board of one of the vessels dunng the night-time, 
and that was easy enough, as they were anchored not a hundred 
yards fiom our own ship What wo were afraid of were the 
sharks, which were so plentiful in the harbour However, the 
night before the convoy was to sail we made up our mmds that 
wo would run the nsk, for we were so impatient to escape that 
we did not care for anything It was m the middle watch— -I 
recollect it, and shall recollect it aU my hfe, as if it were last 
night — ^that we lowered ourselves down very softly from the 
bows of the ship, and as soon as we wore in the water we struck 
out for one of the West-Indiamen close to us The sentry at the 
gangway saw the hght in the water made by our swi mmin g 
through it, and ho hailed, of course we gave no answer, but 
swam as fast as we coidd , for, after he had hailed we heard a 
bustle, and wo know that the officer of the watch was manning 
a boat to send after us I had just caught hold of the cable of 
the West-Indiaman, and was about to chmb up by it, for I was 
a few yards bcfoie Hastings, when I heard a loud shriek, and, 
turmng round, perceived a shark phmgmg down with Hastmgs 
in his jaws I was so fnghtoned that for a short time I coidd 
not move at last I recovered myself, and began to climb up by 
tlie cable as fast as I could I was just in tame, for another 
shark made a rush at me , and although I was clear out of the 
water more than two feet, he sprang up and just caught my shoo 
by the heel, which he took down with lum Fear gave me 
strength, and m a second or two afterwards I was up at tlie 
hawseholes, and the men on board, who had been looking over 
the bows, and had witnessed po'or Hastings’ death, helped me on 
board, and burned me down below, for the boat from our ship 
was now nearly alongside IVhen the officer of the boat came 
on board, they told lum they had perceived ns both m tlie 
water, close to their vessel, and that the sharks had taken us 
down ^ As the shriek of Hastmgs was heard 'by the people in 
the boat, tbe officer beheved that it was the case, and returned 
to the ship I heard the drum beat to quarters on board of the 
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man-of-vrar, that thej might nsfcrlam T.]in wcro the two men 
who liacl nt tempted to swim awTy.ftnd a /owmtnufca aftenvards 
they heat tho retreat, liaMng put down D J). agtuicl^my name 
on the hooks, ns -a cl! a? against tliat of poor HustineJ ' 
nnmt does D 13 metm'?’ 

‘D stands for discharged from the scrrioo, T> D ftanrls for 
dead I can hnrdlj desenbo my ficntahons for «omo hours 
aftenvards I tned to sleep, but could not — I 1105 in agony 
Tlie moment I slumliLrcd, I thought the shark hud Jiold of me, ' 
and I would start up and shnoh , and then I said my pniyois 
and tned to go to sloop ogam, but it svas of no u=c Tlio captain 
of the Wcst-Indinman uns afraid tint ni\ shrieks uould be 
heard, and lie sent me douai a tumbler of rum to dnnk off , this 
composed me, and at last I fell lulo a sound sleep Wlicu I 
awoke I found that the ship uas nndcrweigh and uath all caiiwia 
set, surrounded b) more than a huudred other a csscls ; the meu* 
of war who took charge of the conro} finug guns and making 
signals mcassantl) It was a glonons sight, and arc wore Imund 
for Old England I felt so happy, that I thought I would nsk 
the jaws of another shark to lia\o rognnied mj liberty. 

‘I am afraid tliat jour miraculous escape did jou \orj' httlo 
good, Ready,’ ohsenod Mrs Boagrave, ‘if lou gotorerit so soon ’ 

‘ Indeed, madam, it was not so I can honestly saj that Iwaa 
a better nud more sonous person , not but what I am bad 
enough and nsuiful creature now,hnt I was from thnt dav better 
than I was before The very next molit, when I was in inv 
hammock, I prayed very forvcnllj , and tboro happened to be a 
very good old Scotchman on board, the second mate, who talked 
verj' scnously to mo, and pomted out liow wonderful had been 
my preservation, and I felt it. It was ho wlio first rend tho 
Bible with me, and made me understand it, and, I may say, become 
fond of it I did my duty on onr passage liomo as a soamnu 
before the most, and tho captain was pleased wnth roe I had 
told tho history of mj life to tho second mate, and ho pointed 
out to me how foolish and wrong I had been to leave my mother, 
and refuse the assistance of Mr Ifastcrmau The ship I was in 
was liound to Glasgow, and wn parted company with tho convoy' 
at North Foreland, and arrived safe in port The captain took 
me to the owners, who paid me fifteen guineas for my services 
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during the voyage home , and as soon as I received the money I 
set oflF for hTevrcastle as fast as I could I had taken a place on 
the outside of the coach, and I entered into conversation with a 
gentleman who sat nest to me I soon found out that he 
belonged to ITewcastle, and I first inquned if Mr hlasterman, 
the ship-builder, was still ahve Ho told mo that he had been 
dead about three montlis “And to whom did he leave his 
money?'’ I asked “Ho had no relations,” rephed the gentleman, 
“and he left all his money to bmld an hospital and ahnshouses 
He had a partner in his business latterly, and he left the j ard 
and all the stores to him, I beheve, because he did not know 
whom to leave it to There was a lad whom I knew for certam 
he intended to have adopted and to have made his heir — a lad 
of the name of Ready , but he ran away to sea, and has never 
been heard of since IToohsh boy that he was, he might now 
have been a man of fortune ” 

« “Very foolish, mdeed,” rephed L 

‘“Yes, but he has harmed more than himself His poor 
mother, who doted upon him, as soon as she heard that he was 
lost, pined away by degrees, and” — 

‘“You don’t mean to say that she is dead?” mtemipted I, 
seizing the gentleman by the arm 
‘“Yes,” rephed be, looking at me with surprise, “she died 
last year of a broken heart ” 

‘ I fell back on the luggage belund me, and should have fallen 
off the coach if the gentlomnu had not held me. He called to 
the coachman to pull up the horses, and they took me down, and 
put me inside , fortunately there was no one there, and as the 
coach ToUed on I cned as if mj’’ heart would break ’ 

Ready appeared so very mnch affected that Mr Seagravo 
proposed that he should leave off his history for the presen , 
and that they should retire to rest 


CH.VPTER XL. 

A FEW days afteru ards Ready continued lus narrative 
I told you, Master Wilbam, that I was mformed by the gentle- 
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man on tlie coacli that my mother had died of a broken heart, in 
conse(][nenc0 of my supposed death* X ■was in an agony^nntil I 
amved at Newcastle, where I could pertain all the facts connect- 
"ed with her decease. Wien the coach stopped, tho gcntl(™an, 
who had remain^ outside, came to tho coach door, and said to 
me,“ If I mistake not, you are Mastcnnan Eeady, who ran away 
to sea , are you not ? ” “ Yes, eir,”rophed I, very sorrowfully, " I 
am ” “ XVoll, my man,” said he, “ cheer up , when you went away 
you were young and thoughtless, and certainly had no idea that 
you would have distressed your poor mother as you did It was 
not your going to sea, hut the report of your death, which preyed^ 
so much upon her mind , and that w'aa not your fault You must 
come with me, as I have sometlung to say to you ” 

‘ “ I will call upon yon to-morron , sir,” rephed I , “ I cannot do 
anything until I talk to tho neighbours and visit my poor 
mother’s grave The gentleman gave mo his address, and I pro- 
mised to call upon him thonevt moming I then u ent to the house 
my mother used to live in I know that she was not there < v et 
I was disappointed and annoyed when I hoard meirj' laughter 
within I looked in, forllie door was open two women cried 
out to mo, “ MTiat do you want ?” and laughed at me- I turned 
an ay m disgust, and went to a noighhounng cottage, the mni atcs 
of which had been very intimate with ray mother I found the 
wife at home, but she did not know me , and I told her who I 
was She hod attended my mother durmg her illness, tvU. the 
day of lier death , and she told me all I wished to know It was 
some little rehef to my mind to hear that my poor mother could 
not have lived, as she had an incnrahle cancer , but at the same 
time tho woman told me that I was ever in her thoughts, and 
that my name was the last word on her bps She also said that 
hlr hfastemian liad been very kind to my mother, and that she 
had wanted nothing I then asked her to show me where my 
mother had been buned. She put on her bonnet and led me to 
the grave, and then, at my request, she lert me I seated myself 
down by the mound of turf which covered her, and long and 
bitterly did I weep her loss and pray for forgiveness 
‘ It was qmte dark when I left the spot and uent back to the 
cottage of the kind woman who had attended my mother I 
conversed with her and her husband till late, and then, as they 
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olfercd mo n bed, T romniiicd witli them tlmfc night Next morn- 
ing I want to Troop my appointment wtli the gentleman whom I 
Ind met in tho coacli • I found by the bra'^a plate on the door 
tint be was a lawyer hfo desired me to sit donn, and then lie 
closed the door carofnllj*, and ba\mg asked ino inaii}'^ questions 
to nscet tain if J was really ilasferraan Heady, he said ho was the 
person cmidoi ed at Mr ermnn’s death, and lint he had found 
a paper w Inch was of great consequence, as it pros ed that tho in- 
surance of the sessol, wbieli had belonged to my father and Mr 
M istcrman, and winch had been lost, lind not been made on Mr 
^[nslennnn’!i share onlj, but njion my fathoi’s as well, and that 
T^fr Masterman had defrauded mj mothoi He said ho had found 
the paper m a sccrerdi-awcr some tune after Jti Rfastermau's 
death, and that my motlior being dead, and I being supposed to 
bo dead, he did not see any use in making know n so disagreeable 
a tircinnsiancc , but that, now I had re-appeared, it was Ins duty 
60 to do, and that ho w ould arrange tho matter for me, if I pleased, 
with tho corporation of tho toivn, to whom all Jifr Mnstcrnian’s 
proj[«rt3 liSd been loft m trust to build anliospiLal and almshouses 
ITe Slid that the insurance on llio vessel was three thousand 
pounds, and that one third of the \cssol belonged to ray father, so 
that a thousand pounds w ere due to him, which the lutcrcst for so 
many years would increase to above two thousand pounds This 
was good nows for me, and you may suiiposc I readily agieod to 
all ho proposed Ho set to work at once, and having called to- 
gether tho mayor and corporation of tho town, and proved tho 
document, iHey iinmediatoly agreed that I was entitled to the 
money, and that it should bo paid to mo without any contest 
'As soon as tho money was m my own hands, I began to 
squander it away m all manner of folly Fortunately, I had not 
received it more than ton days when the Scotch second mate came 
like a guardian angel to save mo As soon as I had made known 
to him what had taken place, ho proposed tint I should purchase 
a part of a vessel, on condition that I was captain of her I hked 
this ideaveiy much, audhemg convinced that I had been making 
a fool of myself, I resolved to take his advice , but one thing only 
restrained me I was still very young, not more than twenty 
years old , and although I could navigate at one time, I had 
latterly paid no attentaou. I told Sanders this, and he rephed, 
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that if I ivonld take luin as my first mate, tlmt diflicultj would 
he got over, as he could uangato "wel], and lliatl could, Icarii to 
do so in the first voyage, so all was ansinged 

Fortimately, I had not spent above one hundred pounds of the 
inouey— quite enough too in so slioit n time J set off foi Glasgow, 
111 coinpanv with Sanders, and be busied biinsolf very hal'd ui 
looking about fora vessel that Mould suit At last, be found 
tlmt tberg was one ready for launching, wlpcli, in conscqnonrc of 
the failure of tlic bouse for which it was built, vras to be sold. 
He made inqumes, and having found who wms hkolj' to piudiaHO < 
hoi — that it was a vciy safe and respectable firm— ho made a 
pniposnl foi me that I should take onedourth share of her, and 
couunand her As Sanders was very respectable, and well 
known to bo a steady man, his reconmicudation w:m attended to’ 
so fai.that the parties wished to sec and speak, to mo They 
were satisfied woth me, young as I was, aud the bargain was 
made I paid down my two thousand pounds for my share, and 
as soon as the vessel was launched, was very bus} wath Sandei's, 
whom I Imd chosen ns first mate, in fitting her out The house 
w luoh liad purohosed her with me was a "West-Indm firm, and 
tlieshipwas of com so mteudedfor the Wcst-Inclm trade. I h,id 
two 01 tlirce hundred pounds left, after I had paid my share of 
the Vessel, and this I employed in pui chasing a venture on my 
own account, aud jirovidmg nautical jiistrumeuts, »Lc I also 
fitted mj'self out I dressed myself vorj’- smart — ^vvore w lute shuts, 
and rings on my fingers I ev en put on ^ov es, and tried to make 
my hands white Indeed, as captam and pait owner of a fine 
vessel, I was considered ns somebody, and was often invated to 
the table of the other owners of, the vessek I was well olf, for 
my pay w'as ten pomids a month, independent of what iny own 
V cutoro might produce, and my quarter-sliarc of the profits of Uie 
vess^ Phis may be considered ns the most prosperous portion 
of my Me , and so, if you plea-se, we wall leave oft hero for to- 
night, for I may aa well toll you at once that it did not last very 
long ’ 
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CHAPTER XL! 

PoK several davs after, tlioy v ere employed in clcanng away 
the stumps of the cocoa-mit trees m tie l ading ^ patli to the 
storeliouso , and as soon as that n ork waslmi^d Ready put 
up a lightning conductor at the side of the stoiehonse, like the 
one u hich he had put up near to the cottage. They had now 
got through all the work that they had ari-anged to do duruig 
the rainy season The cw es had dropped their lambs , hut both 
the sheep aud the go.its began to suiler for want of pasture. 
For a week they had uo rain, aud the sun bm-st out very poiver- 
fully j and Ready stated that it was his opmion that the rainy 
season was now over 'William had become quite strong agam, 
and he w'as veiy impatient that they should commence the 
survey of the island, and very auyious to be of the partj' 
After a groat deal of coiihultation, it wus at last settled that 
Ready and "Wilbam shdidlTlual^^Bie first survey to the south- 
ivard, and then return and report what they had discovered. 
This was decided upon on the Saturday evemng, and on the 
Monday morning tliey were to staib Tiie whole of Saturday 
was occupied in making their pi-eparations Aftei supper, 
Ready said, 'How, Master William, before we staifc on our ^ 
travels, I think I may as w^eU w md np niy history I haven't a'J 
groat deal more to tell, as iny gdocTToi tune did not last long , 
vuad, aftei my reinaimug so long m n French pnsou, niy life was 
one contmued diaptei of from bad to w orsc Our ship was soon 
ready, and ive sailed wuth convoy for Barbadoes Sanders 
proved a good naiugatoi, ancrTroiu him, before w'e arnved at 
Barbadoes, I gained aU the knowledge which I reqmrod to 
enable me to command and navigate my vessel Sandora 
attempted to I'enew'^ our serious com ersation, but my property 
had made me vaiu , aud I uot only kept him at a distance, hut 
nssiuued the superior This wus a very ungrateful return for 
his kindness to me. Master William, but it is too often the case 
in tins world Saudera -was very much min^d, aud on our 
arrival at Baibadoes, ho told, mo that it was lus intention to quit 
the vessel, I rephed very haughtily, that he might do as he 
pleased , the fact is, I was anxious to get nd of him, merely 
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beca\ise I was Tinder obligations to him • I tell this to my siiame, 
Master William My ship was soon mth a lull cargo of sugar 
on board of her, and we waited for convoy to England When 
at Barbadoes, I had an oppoiiumty to buy four Brass guns, 
•which I mounted on deck, and had a good supply of i OTmumtip n 
on board I •was ^ cry proud of iny vessel, and now tliatl had guns 
on board I considered myself quite safe from any of the enemies’ 
pnvateers. ^Vhlle wc were waitmg for comoy, winch was not 
expected for a fortnight, it blew a very heavy gale, and my ship, 
as V ell as others, dragged thoir anchors, and cro dnven out of 
Carlisle Bay We vero obhgcd to make sad to 
bay agam, it still blowing very fresh ’S^^lat v ith hoing tired 
xsaiting BO long for convoy, and the knowledge that arriving 
before the other West-Indiamen ivould be very advantageous, I 
made np my mmd that, instead of beating up into tbe bay again, 

I would nm for England vnthont protection, trusting to the fast 
saihng of my vessel and the guns which I had on board I for- 
got at the time that the insurance on the vessel was made m 
England as “ sailmg with com oy,” and that my sailing •without 
would render the msurance \oi4 if any misfortune occurred. 
Well, sir, I made sail for England, and for three weeks every- , 
thmg went on well We saw \cry few vessels, and those which 
did chase us could not come up witJi us, but as we W'cro running 
with a fair •wind up channel, and 1 hid made sure of bemg in 
port before night, a French pnvateer ho ve in sight and gave 
chase We were obhged to haul our wn^jand it^wing very 
fast we earned away our mamtop-most This accident was fatal , 
the pnvateer came alongside of us and laid us by the board, 
and that night I was m a French pnson, and I may shy a pauper , ^ 
for the insurance of the vessel was void, from my havmg'rallSi 
•without convoy I remamed a prisoner for nearly sis years I 
contnved to escape with three or four others, wo suffered dread- 
fully, and at last amved m England, m a Swedish vessel, 'with- 
out money or even clothes that would keep out the iveather 
Of course, I had nothing to do but to look out for a berth on 
hoard of a ship, and I tned for that of second mate, but •without 
access , I was too ra^ed and looked too miserable , so I 
^ determined, as I was stanung, to gqjtefore the mask There 
was a fine vessel m the port , 1 went on b<mto to offer myself , 
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the mate "went down to the captam, who came on deck, and who 
should he bo but Sanders I I hoped that he would not remem- 
ber me, but he did immediately, and held out lus hand I never 
did feel so ashamed in my life is I did then Sanders perceived 
it, and asked me down mto the cabin I then told bun all that 
had happened, and he appeared to forget that I had behaved so 
lU to him , ho offered me a berth on board, and money m advance 
to iit me out But if ke would not remember my conduct, I 
could not forgot it, andff told him so, and begged his forgiveness 
"Well, sir, that good man, as long as he hvod, was my friend. I 
became his second mate before he died, and we were agam very 
mtmiate ''^^^lcn he died, I contmued second mate for some 
tmie, and then was displaced Smee that I have always been as 
a common seaman on board of different vessels, but I have been 
well treated and respected, and I may add, I have not been 
unhappy, for I felt that proporiy w ould have only led me into 
follies, and have made me forget that m this w orld we are to 
livedo as to prepare ourselvea" for another I am now an old 
man, and weaned from the things of this world , all I hope is to 
die in penceTand be useful until it pleases God to call me away ' 


CHAPTER XLH 

Tuby were all up early tbe next mormng, and breakfasted at an 
early bonr The fried fish was excellent The knapsaefe and"'- 
gims, and the other reqmsi^ for the journey, were all pre- 
pared. lYiUiam and JSeady rose from the table, and, takmg an 
affectionate leave of Hr and Mrs Seagrave, they started on their 
journey The sun was shimng bnlhantly, and the weather had 
^become warm , the ocean in the distance gleamed brightly as its 
^waters dapeod, and the cocoa-nut trees moved them branches 
gracefully to the breeze They set off in high spints, and havmg 
called the two sliepherd-dogs, and driven back Vixen, they 
passed the store-house, and ascendmg the hill on the other side, 
they got their hatcliets ready to bto the trees , and Ready 
havmg set his course by lus pocket compass, they were fairly ou 
tbeir way For some time they contmued to cut the bark of 
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the troos -Killi their liatcUcts -without speaking, and tlicn Heady 
stopped again to look at lus compa*®. 

‘ I think tho wood is tlncker hero than e\er, Kcady/ obaerted 

William 

‘ Yes, sir, it 'IS but I suspect -wc are non On tho tlnckcst iwrt 
of it Wo must keep a httlo more an ay to the soutliv.anl 
Wo had bottei get on as fast as no can Wo sh<dl liaie lesi 
norkhy and bj, and then we can talk better' 

For half an hour they continued ihcir nay through tho nood, 
aud, as Heady had obsericd, the trees became mure distant fmm 
each other, still, honevor, tJicy could not see anylluiig before 
them but tlic stems of tho cocoa-nuts 

‘I think we had better pull up for a few -minutes, Mastcr 
WiUiam, you -a ill be tired , 30U are not so strong as you were 
before your fever ’ 

‘ I have not been so used to crcrciso, Hcadj , and therefore I 
feel it more,' replied WiJhani, nnpuig his facoanth hislnndkcr- 
Uuef, as he laid hi3 gun ngiunst tho trunk of a tree should 
like to stop a fe-iv minutes. Hon long do you thmk it mil bo 
before n c arc out ot the -wood 1 ’ 

‘ Not half an hour more, sir, I should thndc , ei en before that, < 
perhaps I do not Iviion how far the wood may extend this 
direction I am just as glad as you are, for Fm tired of murk- 
mg the trees , honevor, ne mmt continue to mark, or we sha-il 
not find OUT ivay back,’ 


In ten unuutes more -they nere clear of the cocoa-nut grove, 
and found theinsch es among bnishu ood higher than their heads , 
so that they could not see hoiv far they were from the shore. 

‘I think tliat before n e go on, Heady, we had better have our 
dinner, that mil do us good.’ 

Yell, JIastcr WiUnim, wo will -take an early dinner, and we 
sluOl got ndef one bottle of -water, at aU events , indeed, I tbiuk 
that, as M 0 must go back by the same -way we came, wo may as 
v,ell leave our knapsacks and everything but our guns under 
ttiese trees, I dare sayno ehall sleep here too, for I told Jlr 
Seagraie fio^velynot to expect us back to-night. 1 did not 
to say so before y our mother, she is so aimous about you.’ 
Xhey opened their Icnapsacks, and made their meal, tho two drtgs 
commg m for therr full share , after which they again started bn 
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Ibcir di'^coN erics. For aboxit ton imniitos thcv contmued to foice 
thoir way tbrongli Uic tlnclc nnd higb buslics, fill at Iasi tliey 
nroko out clc.ar of them, and (hen looked around them for a short 
time \\iUioufc speaking Thh aoa mos about half a nnJe distant, 
and tho intervening land was clear, with fre^li blades of grass,^^ 
pist bursting ou t of the earth , composing a hue piece of pasUme 
of at least lif^acres'TiSfe^d ’there bioikcn w’ltli small patches 
of trees and brushw ood , there w as no sandj beach, but tho rocks 
rose from tho sea about twenty to thirty feet high, nnd were in 
one or two places covered w'lth something which looked as white 
as snow 

'Well, Heady,' said IVilham, 'there wall bo no want of pastuio 
fur our flock, even if it increases to ton times its number ’ 

‘Xo, snr,' replied Head}', ‘ w'c ha\o gieit reason to bo thankful , 
and now lot us go on a little, and examine tlicso patches of wood, 
and BCG what they arc I see a biight green leaf out theio, 
w hioh, if my eyes do uot fad me, I have seen many a time before ’ 

IN hen they arnved at tho clump of trees which Hcadj had 
ponilcd out, lie said, ‘ Yes, blaster Wilham, I was right Look 
theio, this Is the banana, it is just bursting out now, and wall 
soon be ten feet high, and bearing fruit which is cvccUciit cat- 
mg, besides winch, tho stem is capitil foddci foi tlio beasts ’ 

‘Iloro is n plant I noior ■^aw befoie, ilm little one,' said 
William, pulling up a piece of it, and shovang it to Tte.idy 
* But I have, Sbister William Tt is w h it the> call tke bird’s- 
ej 0 popper , they make Ciyenno peppe r out of it Look, the 
pods are just formed, it will bo useful to us in cooking, as wo 
have no pepper left Juno 'will bo (piite pleased What a 
quantity of bananas are springing up m this spot , ’there Voll bo 
a little forest of tlieni m a fow,wceks ' 

‘ Wnt IS that rough-looking sort of shnib out there. Ready 1 
‘I can’t BOO so well as you, Master WiUiam, so let ns walk up 
to it Oh, I 'know it now , it is what they call the prickly pear 
in the West Indies Tho use it wall bo to us is to hedge m our 
garden, and protect it from the animals , it makes a ciipitol fence^ 
and grows i erj' fast, and watJiouL tiouble ’ 

'aWiat is this plant. Ready ?' 

' I don't know, Master Wilham I eftlit say that I over saw 
It before,’ 
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‘ Tlion I think I had licttcr moke a collection of all Ihoae you 
don’t know, and take them back to mj father, for ho is a verj' 
good botanist, and I dare say mil know them all ^ 

‘ Wo will do so, sir, it is a a orv good thought of yours. 

On their armail at the ne\t patch of trees, Heady looked at 
them steadfastly for some time 

^Lct me see,’ said he, *I tlunk I know that tree, I have often 
seen it in hot countries Yes, I have it. Master AViIhamj its 
the guava ’ ^ 

‘What! IS It the frmt they make guava jelly ofl’ smd 
Wilhiim 

‘Yes, blaster M’^ilham, the very same Whicli waj would you 
like to go?’ 

‘Let us walk in tlio direction of those five or sue trees, and 
from there down to tlio rocks , I want to find out lion it isi.hiit 
they are so wlute ’ 

‘ Be it so, sir, if you insh,’ repbed Heady 
' Why, Heady, what noise is tliat ? Hark • sndi a cliattenng, 
it must be monkeys ’ 

‘ No, sir, they are not monkeys , but ITl tell j on what they are, 
although I cannot see them , they are parrots — I know thoir noise 
well We’ll have some capital pies out of them, jlfastor 
Wilbam’ 

‘ Pies I do they make good pics, Heady ? ’ 

‘ Yes, excellent, and very often lun e I had a good dinner from 
one m the West Lidies and in South Amenca. Stop, sir, let us 
come a httlo this nay, I see a leaf winch I should like to o\- 
amino Oh ! I thou^t I n as not niong Look, sir 1 tins is the 
best thing I have found yet — we now need not care so much 
about potatoes ’ 

‘ MTij'-, n hat ore they. Heady ? ’ 

[I 0 ynms, which they use instead of potatoes in the 

West Indies Indeed, potatoes do not reinam potatoes long, 
when planted in the hot chmates ’ 

‘ How do you mean, Ready 1 ’ 

They turn Into wliat they call sweet potatoes, after one or 
two crops , yams are better things, in my opinion 
As they neared the rocks, which were hare for about fifty yards 
from the water s edge, Ready said, ‘ I can teU you now what those 



THE VrRECIC OF THE PAOIFIO 


121 


wlute patches on the rocks are, hlaster Wilham^ they are the 
places where the sea-birds come to every year to make their 
nests and bnng up their young They always come to the same 
place every year, if they are not disturbed ’ They soon arrived 
at the spot, and found it white with the feathers of birds, mixed 
up with dut 

'I see no nests, Eeady, nor the remains of any' 

No, sir, they do not make any nests, further than scmlchmi, 
a round hole, about half an inch deep, in the soil, and fherothey 
lay their eggs, sittmg qiute close to one another, they will soon 
be here, and begin to lay, and then we will come and take the 
eggs, if we want any, for t hey are not bad eati ng ' 

' Why, Eeady, what a quantity of good thmgs we have found 
out already TIus has been a very fortunate expedition of 
ours ' 

They then walked along the sea-side for about a quarter of a 
mile, imtil they came to where the rocks were not so high, and 
there they discovered a httle basm, completely formed in the 
rocks, with a narrow entrance 

‘ See, Master WiUiam, what a nice httle harbour for our boat , 
we may here load it with yams and take it round to the bay, 
provided we can find an entrance through the reefs on the 
southern side of it, which we have not looked for yet, because 
we have not required it ’ 

‘"What IS that thmg on the bottom, there, Eeady 1' said 
William, pomtmg m the direction. 

‘ I see It, sir , that is a sea crawfish , quite as good oatmg as a 
lobster I wonder if I could make a lobster-pot? we should 
catch plenty, and very good they are ’ 

‘And what are those httle rough thmgs on tlie rocks ?’ 

‘ They are a veiy mce httle sort of oyster, sir, very sweet , not 
like those we have in England, but very much better mdeed, 
they are so dehcate .' 

‘Eeady,' said WiUiam, ‘we have good three hours' dayhght, 
suppose we go back and tell nhat we have seen my mother will 
be so glad to see us ' 

‘ I agree with you, Master Wilham We have done well for 
one day , and may safely go back again, and remam for another 
week, if that is all , that is, if we ore wanted There are no 
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frtiits at ‘i^rcsofit.niid all 1 cure about arc tlio jatto , 1 bIiouII 
hkc’to tnxjtcct them from the pigs ’ 

William, as ho ValkcH ao aj frtlm the beach tow ards the cocoa- > 
nut grove, picked n'lpiigof eieri phut he to take 

back to his f itlier Tlioj found out the sjiot wircTotlicv had 
loft ihoir knapsacks and hatchets, and again took their jcith 
through the cucoa-iuit trees One lionr l>cforc snitsct thej" 
nnivcd at the lionsc, wlicic thej found Mr and Mrs Scagnvo 
sitting outside, and Juno tilanduig on the bcatli watli the two 
children, who were amusing thcnisches with picking iiji the 
shells winch were strewed about Milliam sliuwcd his father 
tlic spcciniciis of the plants which hcdiad collected 
‘Tins,’ said Mr fieagiaic, 'is a well-known plant, and I 
wonder He uly did not rccogm/c it , it is . hemp * 

‘I never saw it except in the shaiio of rope,’ replied Heady, 

‘I know the seed well cnongL’ 

‘■\Vcll, if wc iciinnc it, I can tell you how to dress it,’ replied , 
htr Seagrax e ‘Now , Willnni, what is the next “? ' 

‘This odd-lookuig rougli thing’ 

"Tliat’s the cgg-jil int it bears a fruit of a blue colonr I am 
told they cat it ui the hot coimtncs.’ 

‘ Yes, Sir, they do , theyjry it with pepper and salt , the} (xvll 
it bruigal I think it must be that ’ 

'I do not doubt but jon are hglit,’ repbod .Mr’Seagraxe 
I hax e onle ouc more, papa, what is this V 
‘ You don’t know it, because it Ins spnmgup so high, William , 
but it 33 the common nuistwd plant, — what wo use in England, 
and sold as mi,stard and. cress Well, I tliink j ou h wo now 
made a famous day's work of it, and wo have much to thank 
God for Here comes J uno to get supper ou the table , so w e 
wall go the sun is just disappenrmg, and it wall bo dark in a 
few mniutcs ’ 


CHAPTER XLin 

^ x-iavuil, Reiitlj the firettjp oallte foUoelne lueminc. 
.ed Mwg sreeM W out o£ ft! ”lfe 
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se^> off ou lu3 accustomed rounds, to oxauime ulto tlie "stock and 
their other possessions ‘He u-as standing 'in the garden at the 
point First he thought that ht 'u onld ‘bo necessary to get ready 
’soiUe sticlcs for the pens , n hich irore now seven or eiglit inches 
out of'tilc ^ound Ho"had gone on to ascertam if the encumber 
seeds had shotm themselves ahoA'O the giound, andaias pleased 
to find that they were ^ng well He said to himself, ‘ We have 
no vinegar , that I Icnou oT,''‘but we erfn preserve tlicm in salt 
watci, as they do in Fussta , ’it nill ho 0 change, at all events , 
and then ho itiiscd his eyes and looked out to the offing, and, as 
usual, scanned t he honro n. Ho thought he saw a ship to the 
north-castpaudlio'applied his telescope to his eye. He v as not 
mistaken — ^it was a vessel 

The old man's heait boat giuck , bo drO]iped his telescope on 
Ins arm, and fetched some heai’y breatlis After 0 imnuto, ho 
again putdus ‘telescope 'to his ej c, and then made hc'r out to be a 
bng under top-'sails -and top-gallant sails, stcoilng ducctly fur 
the island. 

Heady walked to 'the rocky pomt, fiom vhich they fished, and 
sat down to icflect Could it be that the vessel Ind been sent 
after tJicrn, Or that Sho had by more chance come among the 
islands 1 Ho decided, aftci a short time, that it must be chance, 
for nonfc coifld know that thov vcio saied, miicli less tint they 
were on the Island Her stecruig tovard theishnd must then 
bo Cither that ^ho rccptircd vatcr or somtitlung disc, peihaps 
she V ould alter her course nud pass by them 

Tle.idy rose up ogam, evammed the vessel with his telescope, 
and then walked towards the house. William was up, and the 
remainder of thofamilj Were stimng 

'AYniiani,' said Heady to him, as they walked away fiom the 
house, ‘ I have a secret to toll you, which yon will at once see 
the necessity of nottclluig to any one at iireseut There is a 
vessel off the island , she may ‘be the means of rescumg us, or 
she may pass Wathoift scemg ‘us It would be too cruel a dis 
appointment to your fkthei and mother, if the latter iroro the 
uise.’ 

Heady caught the vessel m the field of the telescope, winch ho 
leant .agaitist the tfuiik of a cocoa-'nut, and Wilham put his cj e 
to the ghisS 
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‘Do you seo her, sirl' 

‘ 0 yes, Beady, and she n coming this way ’ 

‘ Yes, sir, she is steenng right for the island , but do not talk 
BO loud, I will put the telescope down hero, and we will go 
about our i\ ork , there is an axes at the storehouse ’ 

Wilhani and Beady went to the storehouse for the axe Beady 
selected a very slight cocoa-nut tree nearest to the beach, which, 
he out down, and as soon ns the top was token off, with the 
assistance of Wdliani, he earned it doira to the point. 

‘Bow, Master Wilham, go for a shovol and dig a hole here, 
that we may fix it up as a flag-staff TTlien all is rcadi', I tv ill 
go for a small block and somo rope for hahmrd.s to lioust up tho 
flags as soon as file vessel is hkelj to see them At breakfast- 
time, I shall propose that you and I get the boat out of the sand 
and examine her, and give Mr Scagrate some work in-doors,' 
Dunng breakfast-time, Beadv obsoned that ho intended to 
get the boat out of the sand, and that William should assist him. 
‘And what am I to do, BeadyB said hlr Seagravc 
‘ Why, sir, I think, now tliat the rains are ot cr, it would not 
be a had thing if we were to air bedding, ns they say at sea ’ 

‘ Had we not better have the canvas screens down and air them 
too?’ said Wilham 


‘ Yes, sir/ rephed Beady, ‘ we hod better oir everything We 
will assist in takmg down the screens and flags, and spread them 
out to air, and then, if Mr Seagrave has no objection, we will 
leave him to superintend and assist Madam Seagrave and Juno ' 
Beady and Wilham took down the canvas screens and flags, 
and went out of the cottage with them, they spread out the 
canvas at some distance from the house, and then Wilham went 
dovm to the beach with, the flags, while Beady procured the 
block and small rope to hoist them up with 


Beady’s stratagem answered well IVithont being perceived, 
by those in the cottage, the flagstaff was raised, and fixed in the 
ground, and the flags all ready for hoisting, then Ready and 
William returned to tho fuel-stack, and each earned down as 
much stuff as they could hold, that they might make a smoke to 
attract the notice of those on board the vessel All this did not 
occupy much more than an hour, during which the bng con- 
tmued her course steadily towards tho island. When Beady 
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first saw lior, the wind was light, but latterly the breeze had in- 
creased very much, and at last the bng took m her top-gallant 
sails The horizon behind the vessel, whicli had been quite clear, 
UTis now b anked up with clouds, and the waves curled in white 
foam over the reefs of rocks extending from the island. 

‘The breeze is gettmgup strong, Master William,' said Heady, 
‘ and she will soon be down, if she is not frightened at the reefs, 
which she can see plainer, now the water is rough, than she could 
before ' 

* How far do you thmk she is off now 1 ' 

‘About five miles, Master William , not mora The wmd has 
hauled roimd more to the southward, and it is banking up fast, 
I see Come, Master WiUiam, let us hoist the flags , we must 
not lose a chance, the flags wiU blow mce and clear for them to 
see them.’ 

Wdham aud Heady hoisted up the ensign first, and below it 
the flag noth the ship’s name, ‘ Paajic,’ m largo letters upon it. 
‘How then,’ said Heady, as he made fast the halyards, ‘let us 
strike a hght and make a smoke, that wiH attract their notice ’ 
As soon as the cocoa-nut leaves were hghted. Heady and 
Wilham threw water upon them, so as to damp tlibm and pro- 
cure a heavy column of smoke The vessel approached rapidly, 
aud they were Avatching her in sileut suspense, when they per- 
ceived Mr and Mrs Seagrave, Juno carrying Albert, with Tommy 
and Carolme, r unning down as fast as ^ey could to the beach 
‘ Oh 1 Heady, why did you not tell us this before 1 ' exclaimed 
Mr Seagrave, out of breath 

‘I wish you had not known it now, sir,’ rephed Heady , ‘but, 
however, it can’t be helped, it was done out of kmdness, hfr 
Seagrave ’ 

‘Yes, indeed it Avas, papa ’ 

Mrs Seagrave dropped down on the rock, aud burst mto tears 
Mr Seagrave was equally excited. 

‘Does she see us, Heady 1’ exclaimed he at last 

‘She does ! she does >’ cned Wilham, throivmg up hia hat, 

' see, she hoists her ensign ’ 

‘Very true, sir, she docs see us Thanks bo to God ’ 

Mr Seagrave embraced his wife, uho threw herself sobbmg 
into his arms, kissed his children with rapture, and wrung old 



126 


MlSTKriM\N UKAin , u)t, 


Ready’s hand Ho Ts-aa almost frantic -witli J03’. WiJJmin y-w 
equally dcliglitecL J^uiio panned and latighcd, tvlulo tlio tcarfi 
ran. do'vn her clioclca, and Tommy took littlo Caroline by her 
tv o hands, and tliey danced round and round togofJier 

As. soon as they \sero a little more comim^d, Rcadv observed , 
‘Mr Seigravo, tliat they have seen us is certain, and what uc 
must no%s' do ls to get our ov. n boat out of the sand We ImoM 
the passage tlirongh tlie reefs, and tliev do not I doubt if they 
uall, houeier, lenturo to soud .1 boat on shore until the vind 
moderates a httle You see, sir, it is blouing up \er} strong 
jiLst now ’ 

‘ But you don’t tlmik it mil blow harder, Ready C 
‘I am borij to sav, sir, that I do It lordvsser^ thmatcunig 
to the soutliwoKl, and until tlio pale is oior tlic^' wall not ven- 
ture near an island so sunounded willi rocks. It would bovety 
imprudent ,f tliey did However, sir, a few liouj-b will decide.’ 

‘ She IS leai mg us,' cxclatmed Willmin, mournfully. 

‘ Hard-hcai ted w rotchas I ’ s ud 5 Ii Senpave, w ith indipwbon 
‘You are wiong to sa} that, sir ’ replied Ready ‘ irvciisc mo, 
Ml Seapa^e, for being so bold, but the fact is, (hat if I was m 
command of that icssel, I should do just as they Inio done 
The gale rises fast, and it would bo scry dangerous for them to 
remain where tliej now ore It does not at al! pniic that thej 
intend to Icai e us , tlioj but consult their ow n safety', and, w heu 
the gale is over, wc sliall, I tnist, see them again ’ 

1 No reply was made to Rendv's judicious remarks The Sea- 
graves only saw that the aessel ivus Icacang them, and their 
hearts sank. They w atched her in silence, and as slie gradual] 
diiuuushed to the vieiv, so did their hopes dep irt from them. 
They walked away from the beach without speaking the le- 
maiuder of the paitj, with the cAtejition of bldJteady, follow 6d 
tlwngwho remauied some tune with his eyes in the duection 
where the vessel was last seen At last he hauled down, the 
ensip and flag, and throwing them o\er hia shoulder, followed 
the disconsol ito party to the house 
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WnEN Ready arrived, lie foiuidtlieiu all plimged^m sucli deep 
distiess, tliat he did not consider, it advisable to say anything 
The evening closed in, it ivas time to rotue The cliddi-en had 
aheady been put to bed, but Mi Seagrave remained yithout 
speaking, holding his nnfe by her hand Jlrs Seagrave’s head 
•was rested upon her husband's shoulder, and an occasional lo-w 
sob was to bo heaid The hour for letirmg to lest hid long 
passed, vheu Ready broke the silence by saying, ‘Surely you do 
not intend to sit up all night, j\Ir Seagrave ?’ 

‘ Oh I no , there's no use sitting np now,' rephed Mr Seaginve, 
rising np impatiently ‘ Come, rov dear, let ns go to bod ' 

Mis Seagrave rose, and letiied behind the nun as screen Her 
husband seemed as if he was about to follow her, when Ready, 
without speaking, laid ihe Bible on the table before him. Mv 
Se igmvG did not appear to notice it , hut Wilham touched Ins 
fathci's aim, pointed to tlio book, and then went inside of the 
screen, and led out his mother 

‘ God foigive mo !' exclaimed MtSeagiuvo, ‘m my selhshness 

and discontent I had forgotten ’ 

Ready ivas dressed before dayhght, and out on the beach, be- 
fore the snn had risen The gale was at its height, and, aftoi a 
careful survey with his telescope, ho could see notlpng of the 
vessel He remained, on the beach till bi-cakfast-tmie, when he 
■was summoned by Ty^ilham, and returned to tlie house Ho 
found ilr and hlrs Seagiuve up, and moi e composed tliau they 
wore the evf^nuig hofoie, and they welcomed hmi warmly 
‘I feai, ReadjV said hir Seagiuvc, ‘that jou have uo good 
news for us ' 

‘ Ho, sir, nor can you, expect, auy good new s until after the gale 
is over ’ 

‘There is but iioor comfort ui all that. Ready,’ rephed Mr 
Seagrave 

'It is useless holding out false hopes, sir,’ replied Ready , ‘hut 
oveix if the vessel coutiuues her a oyigo, I consider, wc have much 
to be tliankful, for ’ 

' In what, Re idv 1 ’ 



128 


itwriuaN ni AOi , on, 


Hr, no ono kncn wlictlicr %vo v cm m crifitcncc m not, 
bnt now wc ]n\c made il known, and by Uic shipV ttatnc’on tho 
flag tlicj know wko we ate, ftntl, if tln.\ nrnvo f‘ifc m port, will 
not fail to coinnuiiucatc llic mtcUigcnca to jonr fni'tul'i. ’^\o 
may not be taken off b)' fins but we Luc every’ bojH tint 
anotber will bo sent out to na.’ 

The following (lav Beady waa np early, ns usual, and Willntn 
accompanied biin to the bcatb 
'I don’t think that it blowa sa luird ua it did, Beady’ 

‘No, Jlaster William, it does not, the gale is breaking .md by 
night, I have no doubt, will lio ^vor It is, linwo'fr, n'clrs^ 
looking for tho vessel, ns she must be a long vraj fmni this It 
woidd take her n week, perhaps, to come back to in,, if she was 
to try to do so, unless the wand should change to tho northward 
or w estw ard ' 

Beady! Bcadj 1' ctclaimcd Wilhatn, pninfuig to the soitth- 
east part of tho reef , ‘wlmtisthatl Look' itsalant’ 

telescope to his eye ‘It’s a canoe. Master 
u illiam, and there arc people in it ’ 

‘"Why, where can tlicy Imve come from, Beady 1 Pee I thev 
arc among the breakers , they will bo lost ’ 

They hastened along tho Leach to the spot ncarvst to whore 

ajipnxach- 


Wown ofTfron 

throi'ipfiV^ ^ there,’ and Beady ngiin looker 

of the reef ’ P^issed through tho most dangerona par 


" mooHor.ato, but 11, „ o 

“ “‘“"■-ft” 

thfSf the canoe had rapidly come toward 

.rl“ar„te” ‘'■““f * 

Strength enough left to mrl«qin u people in it had jns 



THE WtlKOK OP THE PAOIFJfO 129 

i 

‘Lot’s drag the canoe higher np, Master Wilham Poor 
creatures I they are nearly dead ’ 

Whde dragging it up, Heady observed that the occupants n ere 
both women their faces were tattooed all over, which disfigured 
them much , otherwise they might have been good-looking 
‘ Shall I run up and get something for them, Heady 1 ’ 

‘ Do, Master William , ask Juno to give you some of whatever 
there is for breakfast , anything warm ’ 

Wilham soon returned with some thin oatmeal pomdge, which 
Juno had been preparing for breakfast, and a few spoonfuls 
being forced down the throatsuf the two natives, they gradually 
revived Wdham then left Heady, and went up to acquaint his 
father and mother with this unexpected event 
Wilham soon returned with Mr Seagrave, and as the women 
were now able to sit up, they hauled np the canoe as far as thev 



could, to prevent her being beat to pieces They found nothing 
in the canoe, except a piece of matting and the two paddles 
‘ You see, sir,’ said Ready, ‘ it is very clear that these two poor 
women, having been left m charge of canoe, have been blown 

oft from the shore of one of the islands to the south-east It’s a 
mercy that they gained tins island.’ 

‘ It is so,’ rephed Mr Seagrave , ‘but to tell the truth, I am 
not over pleased at their arrivaL It proves that we have very 
near neighbours, who may pay us a very unwelcome visit ’ 

It required a long time for them to amve at the house. Mrs 
Seagrave, who knew what had happened, received them very 
kindly and Juno had a mess ready, which she put before them 

P 
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They ato a Iittlo, and then lay down, and -vrcro soon sound asleep 
‘It 15 fortunate for us that tho> arc wfnnon,' ol/scncd Mr Sea- 
grave ‘ no should hni o had great difliculty had thev been men ’ 

‘ Yos, sir,’ replied Readi , ‘hut still we must not trust women 
too much at first, for ihcj arc savages,' 

‘ Where shall wo put them to night, Ready 1' 

‘ Wlij , fiir, I have been thinking aliout that I imsU w o had n 
shed close to us but as ue hare not, no must let them sleep in 
the storehouse ' 

‘ Yea, that mil do ver>' v. elL’ 

We must now pass o\ er a space of fifteen days, in which tliero 
nws nothmg done The ospcctatiou of the Mjs«el retuniuig was 
still alive, although each daj decreased these hoiKC-' 13'crj' ^ 
monmig Rcadj and William ucro at (ho beach with the tclescoxie, 
aud the whole of the day was passed ui sunulses, hopes, and. 
fears No other sunject was broached — not any of the work pro- 
posed was begun, as it was useless to do anj thing if thej were 
to leave the island After the first week had paie-ed, they felt 
that evorj' daj their chances were more aihcrac, and at the end 
of the fortnight idl hopes wore icrj unwallingly akuidened 
The Indian women hud, in the mem thiio, recovered their’ 
fatigues, and appeared to be vorj nuld and tractable IMiat- 
over they were able to do, they did cheerfully, nud had dreadj 
gamed a few w ords of Euglislc TJie part j to explore was again 
talked over, and arranged for the followaug Monday, when a new 
misfortuuo fell on them, which disconcerted all their arrange- 
ments 

On the Saturday morning, when Readj, as usual, went his ‘ 
rounds, as ho walked along the beach, ho jjcrccivcd tlmt the 
Indian canoe was missing It had been hauled nji clear of llic 
water, so that it could not have floated avva^ Ready's heart 
mxsgav e him , he looked through his telescope in the direction 
of the largo island, and thought ho could distinguish a s{)cek on 
the water at a great distance aVs ho was thus occupied, Williaui 
came down to hmu 

ilaater Wilham,' said Ready, ‘ I fear those island women have 
Reaped m their canoe Run up and see if they are m the out- 
^^y^hero else, and let me know as soon as j on can ’ 

William m a few minutes returned, breathless, stating that the 
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"Women were not to bo found, and that they had evidently ear- 
ned a-way with them a quantity of the large nails and other 
pieces of iron which were in the small kegs m the storehouse 
‘This is bad, Master Wilham — ^very badmdeed. When they 
get back to their omi people, and show them the iron they 
have brought with tlicm, and describe how much more there 
is to bo had, deiiend upon rt, wo shall have a "visit from them 
m numbers, that they may obtam more I ought to have known 
better than to have left the canoe here, it should have been 
burnt We must go and consult "with ilr Seagrave, for the sooner 
we begm to work now, the better ' 

They communicated the mtolhgence to Mr Seagrave when they 
were outside He at once perceived their danger ; but consider- 
ed it better to acquamt Mrs Seagrave noth it, and to conceal 
notlung 

This was done accordmgly, and tlien they held a council, and 
came to the follo-wiug resolutions — 

That it would be necessary that they should immediately stock- 
ade the storehouse, so as to render it impossible for any one to 
get in , and that, as soon as the fortification was complete, the 
storehouse should bo turned into thoir dweUiug-honse , and such 
stores as could not he put "uuthin the stockade should be removed 
to their present house, or concealed m the cocoa-nut grove. 


CHAPTER XLV. 

WiEbir wo closed our last chapter, the family on the island n ere 
in a very uucomfoi table state of mind , they had suffeiud much 
by disappointment, from the vessel ha"ving been driven off the 
island by the gale of "wmd, at a time "U'hen they felt cei-tam that 
they would be taken on board , and, moreover, the escape of the 
two native women in the canoe, "wnth the iron nails, and other ^ 
articles, so coveted by savages, had filled them "snth apprehensions 
lest the savages should "visit the island in great numbers "witli the 
hope of obtauung more They were consequently in so sad a 
state of suspense, that for three weeks after the I'essel Jiad been 
driven an ay, notwithstanding their consultations and resoluta ns, 
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thoj Jtill rcmninca quite iunctnc nt tiuu!?, indulging the isojw 
that the vessel might return , at otliors, Inoldng finiioufilj' iu the 
direction of the larger island, to ascertain if thene 'was not a fleet 
of amoes coming domi for their destruction 
One morning, ntsunnBC, as they tvero loohing round inth tlio 
telescope, close to the turtle pond, Ma-^tcnimi’ Kcmiy fsiid to Hr 
Soagrave, ‘ Indeed, Bir, mo mufit no longer remain in ibiH ntate of 
idleness It appears to me that it Mill not do to Keep in the 
liouso, for MC mil} , an 1 have paid, ho hurprr-ed b} the >a rages at 
any hour lu the night, and mc hii\c no nu'ans of defence ognin't 


mmibers ’ 

'1 feel that, and have idi it for some li)ne,’replietT Hr Stri- 
graia ‘Hhat shall mo do, then , sh ill mc return to the coieV 
‘i should thml not, sir,' said Jtcad} , 'nlnt 1 propa*o is this 
we lia\c made a discover} on the south of the island, which is of 
gie.it imjiorlancc t<i ns , not that I consider the fruit niid other - 
plants of ail} great ralue, as thej mU only seno to incnrasc our 
lu'curies, if I may so call them, duniig the summer season* One ' 
gx'C.it advantage to us is the feed which vve have found for our 
live stock, and the finldor for them during the rnii} season , but 
principally, the ixalchof }ams, winch will afford us food during 
the winter The} arc of great import nice to us, .md we cannot 
too soon protect tliciu from the pigs, vvliich will certainly root 
them all up, if we do not prevent them. Xow, sir, you know 
what we had arranged to do, but which wo have not clone, I 
think the cocoa iiut rails will take too much time, and it will bo 
sufikient to make a ditch mid hedge round the }ani.s, sir; hut it 
will be very tedious if we arc togoLockw.ards and forwards to do' 
the work, and Mrs Seagravc and the children wall Ivo left alone. 
I therefore propose, as the weather is now set in fair, and will 
remain so for montlis, that we pitcli our tents on that part of the 
island, and remove the whole famil} there , we shall soon ho very 
comfortable and at all events much safer there than if we remain 
^ hero without any defence Ifow I come to the second part of 

plautation and made eveiytlmig as comfortable there as wo 

mtti Seagravo and the children 

^ agreed, let us aban- 

don the home, in which wo live at present, and fit out the out- 
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house, u lucli IS concealed in the cocoa-nut gro\ e, as a dwelling- 
house, and fortify it so as to be secure agauist any sudden attack 
of the savages J for return here we must, to h\ e, as we cannot 
remain m the tents aftei the rainy season sets in ’ 

‘How do you j)i 01)036 to fortify it, Keady?’ said Jfi Seagiuve , 
‘ I hardly know IVhat is a stockade ? ’ 

‘That I will explain to you by and by, sir Then, if tlie 
savages come here, at all events we should be able to defend our- 
selves with fire-arms , one man behind a stockade is bettei than 
twenty who have no other arms but spears and clubs, and we 
may, with the help of God, beat them o£' 

‘I think your plan is excellent, Heady,’ said Mr Seagrave, ‘ and 
that the sooner we begin the better ’ 

‘That there is no doubt of, sir How, the first job is for 
Wilham and me to try for the passage through this side of the 
reef with the boat, and then we will look for the hitle harbour 
which we discovered , as soon as that is done, we will return, 
and take the tents and aU w e reqmre round in tlie boat, and 
when we have pitched the tents, and all is aiiunged, Aim Sea- 
grave and the children can walk throngli the wood with us and 
take possession Now, hlr Seagrave, if we are all agreed, the 
sooner we begm the better, for we have plenty to do, and we 
must recollect that we shall have to go up to the cove before wo 
can commence the stockade, to procure nails, and many other 
things , indeed, we may as well have a regular suri cy of our stores 
there when we are about it. At breakfast, sir, we will communi- 
cate our inteutious to Hrs Seagrave , after breakfast, "Wilbam 
and I will take the boat and try for the passage. \ on can remain 
here, packing up the tents, and such articles as must first bo 
earned round We shall be back, I hope, by dinner-txmo ’ 


CHAPTKU XLVr 

Tile subicct was introduced to Mrs Scagra^c wlulo they were 
at breakfast, and as she perceived how much more secure they 
would be, she cheerfully consented. In less than au hour after- 
wards, Wilham and Heady bad prepared the boat, and were 
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pulling out among tlio rorks of tlic reef to find a paa?agC 
■whirli, after a abort time, and by keejnng two or llirce cables 
from the point, tlicy succeeded jn doing 
‘I'bis 13 verj' fortunate, Master William,' obscn'cd Picidy; 
‘biitive must now take some marks to find ourwaj in again 
See, sir, the largo black rock is on a lino with the garden point * 
80, if we keep them in one, we shall know that arc arc in the 
pKipor channel , and now for a mark abreast of ns, to find oat 
when wo enter it ’ 


‘ Wliy, Ready, the comer of tlie turtle-pond pist toadies Ilia 
right wall of the house,’ repbed Willum 
‘So it does, air, that mil do, and now let ns pull away as hard 
ns wo can, so as to bo back in good time ' 

Tluy soon were on the south side of the island, and pulling 
up alfing the shoro 

‘ B>»w far do you think that it is by water, Ready!’ 

I hardly know, Master Wilbnm ; but at least four or firo 
miles, so wo must make up our minds to a good hours pull 
all emnts, ue shall sail back ogam snth tlus mnd, nlthoiigli 
there is but httle of it ’ 


‘ We are m rorj' deep water, now,’ obserred WiUiam, after o 
long Silence 

Yes, sir, on this side of the island we must axpect it} the 
coral bT-osra to Inward only I think that u e cannot be vety far 
mm the litt e harbour wo discovered. You sec, mr, uo have 
opened upon the mcadowland and the clumps of trees. Suppose 
wo leave off rowmg for a mmute, and look about us ’ 

Bide of fhe hthZ’ 

bavo*lSTOon^m^*^^ "William, and I should not wonder if you 
nave hit upon the voiy spot Let us pull m ’ 

in thcLrbonr,' 

‘Now, then ktnqfor aw ^ smooth as a pond 
back at our leisuio’ ^ 

toit-liook I Ke 
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doTTtt into tlie -viator, drove tie spike of iron at tlie end of it into 
a large rrayfisi, which he hauled up into the boat. 

‘ That will be an addition to our dinner, blaster Willnm,’ said 
Beady , ‘ we do not go back empty-handed, and, therefore, as the 
saj-ing is, we shall be more welcome , now, then, let ns start, for 
■we must pull here agam this afternoon, and with a full cargo on 
board.’ 

They stepped the mast, and as soon as thev had pulled the 
boat clear of tlie harbour, they set the sail, and m less than an 
hour had rejoined the party at the house. 


CHAPTER XLYH 

As soon as dmner was over, blr Seagrave and Juno assisted 
them in carrying down the canvas and poles for the tent, with 
shovels to clear a'vray, and the pegs to fix the tents np properly 
Before they started, 'Rhlham observed, ‘ I think it would be a 
good thing of Ready and I were to take our bedding with us, 
and then we could fix up one tent this evemng, and sleep there , 
to-morrow morning wo might set up the other, and get a good 
deal of work over before we came back.’ 

As bTr Seagrave "was of the same opmion, Juno packed up a 
piece of salt pork and some flour cakes vhich with three or four 
hottles of water, they took down to the boat, tbe axes, saw, and 
in.allet were also put iru Ready having thrown in a piece of rope 
to moor the boat avith, they shoved off, and were soon tlirougli 
the reef, and after a smart pull they ,am\ed agam at the small 
harbour 

As soon as thej had landed all tlie things, they made tlie boat 
fast by the rope, and then earned a portion of the canvas and 
tent-poles up to the first copse of trees, winch were the gu.ivas ; 
thev then returned for th§ remainder, and after throe tups 
a yerrthing was u p - 

‘How^’ilaster bVilliara, ave must sec where we must pitch the 
tout , we must not bo too ne.ar the cocoa-nut grove, or are shall 
have too far to go for arater.’ 
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bananas 1 tbo ground is Jngher thoro, and tho water is, 5 ou know, 
beta een the bananas and the yarns.’ 

They Asalkcd to where tho baimim ^ero now throwng out 
tlieir beautiful large green leaves, and decided that they would ’ 
fix the tents upon the north side of them, first, because the trees ' 
uould pi event tho tents from being seen from the seaward, and 
secondly, because the chuups would shade theni from the sun 
dunng the hottest portion of the day 
‘ So hero let it be, Master Wilhain,’ said Keadj , ' it is a nice , 
dry spot, and I think wall do capitallj ’ 

They w'cre soon hard at work, and long before sunset one tent 
was ready, and they had put their bedding in it. 

Then they w alkcd to w hero tho ground between the bananas 
and yam-patch was wet and swampy, and dug two large holes 
about a yard deep and square, the water tncklcd 111 very fast, 
and they were up to their ankles before they had hnished. 

Tliey leturncd to tho tent, and made their supjier off tho'salt 
pork aud flour cakes, and then lay down on the mattresses 
They were soon fast aslcoi), for they w ere well tired out with the 
hard woiL which the}'' had gone through 
The next luornmg, at sunrise, they arore up again , the first 
thmg they did was to go and examine the holes they had dug 
for water they found them full and nmniug over, and tho 

water had settled qmte clear, they tasted it, and pronounced it 
very good 


soon ta they had washed thcmseli cs, they went back and 
made tbeir breakfast, and then set to work to get up the other 

Seagravo and the children, was more 
tents nf then cleared all tho groimd near tho 

their 8hovewSe^“°^ grass, and levelled it mcelywith 

premrIafire-nLJ^^^^T“’ another job, which is to 

atones Let us take niust go down to the beach for 

iXd™ £, TOk ™ “<> “y -“'i 

aowm to the boat, and sailed back as before , hy 
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toil o’clock in the inomuig they had regained the house, aud 
tiien they made the iirrangements for their ivork during the 
remainder of the day It "was agreed that the provisions 
necessary for a day or two, the table aud chairs, the cooking 
utensils, and a portion of their clothes, should be taken round 
that afternoon, that Ready and Wilham shoidd come back early 
the next morning, and then they should all set off together 
through the u ood to the new location 


CHiy?TER mra 

The boat w’as well loaded that afternoon, and tliey had a 
heavy pull lound, and hard work afterwards, to carr}' all the 
articles up "Wilham and Ready were, therefore, not sorrj’^ w’hen 
their work was done, and they went to bed as soon as they had 
taken their supper 

At sunrise, they went back to the bay in the boat, which they 
hauled up, and then proceeded to the house, where they found 
that every one was ready te start. Mr Seagrave had collected 
all the ammals, and they set off, the marks on the trees were 
very plain, and they had no difficultj' in finding their way, but 
'thej’’ had a good deal of trouble with the goats and sheep, and 
did not get on wery fast It was three hours before they got 
clear of the cocoa-nut grove, and Mrs Seagrave was quite tired 
out. At last they arrived, and Mr aud Mrs Seagrave could not 
help exclaiming, ‘How beautifid !’ 

MTien they came to where the tents ^vere pitched by the side 
of the bananas, they were equally pleased it was qmte a fair}' 
spot Mrs Seagrave went into her tent to repose after her _ 
fatigue, the goats aud sheep were allowed to stray away as they 
jileosed, and were feeding with aviditj'- upon the fresh herbage', 
the dogs lay dowm, panting wnth ilieir long journey , Juno put 
little Albert on the bed while she went with Wilham to collect 
fuel to cook the dinner. Ready went to the pits to get some 
y'ater, while Mr Seagrave walked about, examining the different 
clumps of trees wuth which the meadow was studded , Carohne 
was in the tent with her mother, and Tommy sat on the gromid 
and s tored about him. ^j-r 




m 


iUSTFUMAN nFADY} Ott, 


It was Into before the dinner •was ready, and tlicy -were all 
vety glad to go early to bed 

At day-da'wn, Wilhnm and Heady had • again started, and 
■walked through the cocoa-nut grove back to the houio, to bring 
round in the bont the articles of furniture and the clothes which 
had been left Having collected cvciything in the house, and 
procured some more pork and flour from the storehouse, thev 
completed the load by speanng one of the turtles •which re- 
mained, and putting it into the bottom of the boat , they then 
set off agam for their now residence, and arrived in tune for 
breakfast After the meal was o\er, they v ere assisted by Juno 
and Mr Seagrave m bnnging tlic contents of the boat up to the 
tents 


‘ What a dehghtful spot tlus is,’ said Mrs Seagrave ‘I assure 
you, Ready, that I like the change, and shall be sorry 'vshen we 
have to go back again ’ 

^ ‘ I sa-w such pretty parrots this morning,’ said liltlo Caroline , 
I wish I had one for my very own ’ 

m hliss, to find you a young one by and by j but it is 
too soon j et,’ replied Ready ‘ Now I must go and help Juno to 

cut up the turtla We must moke our larder among the banana- 
trees ' — 


■But -ahat are we all to do, Rcadj V said m Seagrave , 'we 
must not be idle ’ 

"P '3ay to putting 
eveiything rights, and making everything comfortable inside 

Soagravo’s orders to-day, and 

yamplantaS,™ “so rouna Uio 


UHAPTEIl XUX. 
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ftnd cut a quantity, tvLicIi they planted on the top of the hanlc. 
Before mglit, they had finished about nine or ten yards of the 
hedge and ditch 

Before Jlr Scagrave and Beady started on the following 
morning the latter gave WiUiain directions as to the boat The 
provisions and the knapsack having been already prepared, they 
took leave of Mrs Seagmve, and set off, each armed with a 
musket, and Beady with his axo slung over his shoulder They 
had a long walk before them, as they had first to find their way 
back to the house, and from thence had to walk through the 
■wood to the cove, so that it was a long round to take, but that 
could not be helped, as they were obliged to follow the blazmg 
or marks wlnch'thoy had made in the trees 
As soon as they arrived at the house, they stopped there an 
hour to rest, and then went down to the garden at the pomt , 
the potatoes and peas in the garden were looking very well, and 
the onion seed had not faded Beady carefully exammed and 
^repaired the fencer because, ho observed, now that the wild 

pigs were dnven away from the yams, they woidd, in all proba- 
bdity, come there in search of food 

‘ How sohtaiy and deserted the place looks now. Beady, that 
there is nothing hvmg to be seen,' observed Mr Seagrave. ‘ Let 
ns go on ’ 

They recommenced their jonmey, and m two hours more 
reached the cove, where they had first landed The rocks near 
to it were strewed mth timber and planks, which lay bleaching 
in the sun, or half buned m the sand at the httle cove 

They walked round, but^ with the exception of spars and a 
barrel or two of tar, they could find notlung of value Thera 
was no want of staves and iron hoops of broken casks, and 
these, Beady observed, would make excellent pahng s for the 
garden when they hud time to bnng them round,” and he said, 
tliat he thought there were so many, that they might pale off a 
piece of land to sow their wheat and barley m by and by, and 
in the mean time it would enable them to make hay for the 
winter provisions of the stock, winch, however, was not of such 
consequence, now that they had such a quantity of banana stems 
to feed the animals with dunng the ramy season 
After they had returned, they sat down to rest tbemsplves, 
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and then they went to tlic tents in Uio cocoa-nut grove, in win h 
they liad collected the articles thrown up when the ship vreiil to 
pieces 

‘■Why! the pigs havo been at -work here,’ said Heady, ‘they 
have contrived to open one cask of flour somehow or anollicrj 
look, sir,— I suppose it must have been eli.dcj, or they could not 
have loutcd into it, the canvas is not good for much, I fear, 
fortunately, wo have sevoial bolts of now, which I brought ou 
shore. Now, sir, wo will see what condition the stores are in 
All these are casks of flour, and wc run no risk in opening 
them, and seeing if they are in good order ' 

The first cask winch was ojicncd had a cake round it as hard 
as a board , but when it was tut tlireugli with the axe, the 
inside was found in a good state 

Thais all nght, sir, and I presume the others will be the 
saiuo , the 8<dt water Im got in so far and made n crust whidi 
las pr«erved the mt. But now let us go to diiuicr, and to 
work afterwards Woliavo some nice cold fried turtle stc.iks, 
winch Juno has packed up for us’ 


in 


CHAI’TER L 

Eeadv^f^! said iMr Sca^rav e, pomting to the fust at hand 

foSa tlic hd, and 

ribbons stnvkro! full of tapes, narrow 

Th^lt? ' ^limoboncs, and cottons on reels 

they foiuid a do^on T ^l’» 

iimions ^t«es of gm stored in 

with it 5’ ^ know,’ said Beady , 'what shall we do 

" 'SfSi" 

as a medicine or otherwise. -NT® 

hoops’ I- otherwise. Now, for this cask vnth wooden 
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The head was soon out, aud discovered a dinner set of painted 
cluna with gold edges, vrlucli was very beautifuL 

' Here’s a "box. with your name on it, sir/ said Ready ; ‘ do you 
know what is in it ? * 

‘I have no idea, Ready, but your axe will decide the point ’ 

When the box uaa opened, everything appeared in a sad 
mouldy state , from the salt water which had penetrated ; but on 
ren\oving the brown paper and pasteboard, it was found to 
contain stationery of aU sorts, and, except on the outside, it was 
very little injured 

'This IS indeed a treasme, Ready Now for that cask ' 

'I can tell what that is by the outside, it is oil, and very 
acceptable, for our candles are nearly out Rut there are two or 
three cases more of caudles uluch we saved Now we come to 
the most valuable of all our property ’ 

‘ 'What IS that, Ready i ’ 

'All the articles winch I breught ou shore in the different 
trips I took in the boat before the ship u ent to pieces I have 
a famous lot of nails Here are thi ee kegs of small nails, besides 
two bags of large, and there are several axes, hammers, and 
other tools, besides all these hanks of tmne, saihng needles, and 
bees’ -wax, and here's a few ffiie~Sinvas;'and. all in good 

Older Here’s some more of my plunder, as the Americans say. 
All these are wash-deck buckets, tins is a small harness-cask foi 
salting meat, and liere’s the cook’s uooden trough for making 
bread, wbicb will please Miss Juno, and lu it, you see, I have 
put all the galley-hooks, ladles, and spoons, and the iron tnvets 
(they wib be ^ ery useful), and here’s two lamps Here’s the two 
casks, one of cartridges made up, and the other of gunpowder 
-and here’s the half-cast of cartridges, aU in good order, and the 
other six muskets, which, by the by, wiU. want a httle clean- 
ing 

‘These are really treasures. Ready, and yet how well we have 
done withont them ’ 

‘Let us go on with our search, sir Here are the ship’s 
compasses, and deep sea hne and reel, also the land lead. The 
stuff will be very useful for our httle boat.’ 

’"TAud I am very glad of the compasses. Ready, for with them 
I shall be able to make a sort of survey of the island, when I 
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hare a little tune. That caae contains books ; but ivhat portion 
of my library I do not knoiv ’ 

‘But you soon -mil, sir,’ replied Beady, -WTenclung it open 
with his axe ‘They are a little stained on the outside, but they 
arc jammed so tight, that they do not appear to' have suffered 
much Here are one or two, sir’ 

‘Plutarch’s Lives I am glad I have them they are excellent 
reading for young or old , there is no occasion to open any more, 
Heady ’ 


CHAPTER LI 

Me Seagrave and Ready then set to work, and made a rough 
sort of bed of cocoa-nut branches, and went to sleep The next 
morning they resumed their labour, and opened every other case 
and package that had been saved from the vs reck , they found 
more books, four boxes of candles, three casks of nee (good and 
damaged), and several other useful articles, besides many others 
ubich were of no value to them 
A chest of tea and tuo bags of coffee, nhich Ready had 
brought on shore, were, much to their dehght, found in good 
order, but there was no sugar, tho httle uhich they had saved 
navuig been melted away 

lhats unfortunate, sir ilaster Tommy won’t like to go 
witliout sugar 

pnvatmn. Ready Now let us go 
to uhere wo covered up tlie other articles nuth sand.’ 

aud the deal ^ oyelled up, and the barrels of beef and pork 

hud pW of S they hadlhmhed,andasthey 

eat Lmm nf 1 i ® the bearings of tho diffei- 

their^musketl RaS ““ipa^ea They then shouldered 

m tho meadow Thov’lmd^f the tents 

Ihey had about half a. mile to go, nheu Ready 
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heard a noise, and made a sign to Mr Seagrave to stop Keady, 
whispering to Mr Seagrave that the pigs were all close to them, 
loaded his musket , Mr Seag^a^ e did the same, and they walked 
very softly to where they now heard their gruutmg , they did 
not see them till they were mthm twenty yards, and then they 
came upon the whole herd the pigs raised their heads , the old 
ones gave a loud grunt, and then, just as Ready fired his musket, 
they all sot oft at full speed j\Ir Seagrave had no opportumty 
^ of finng, but Ready had shot one, which lay kicking and strug- 
ghug under a cocoa-nut tree 

' ‘ A piece of fresh pork will be quite a treat, Mr Seagrave,’ said 

Ready, as they ivalked up to where the ammal Avas ljung. 

* It will, indeed. Ready,’ tephed Mr Seagrave , ‘ we must cou- 
tnve to carry the beast home between us ’ 

‘ We ivdl sbng it on the musket, sir, and it will not be veiy 
hea^y It is one of those born on the island, and a very fine 
foRow for his age ’ 

The pig w as soon slung, and they earned it between them As 
they cleared the wood, they perceived Mrs Seagrave and William, 
who had heard the report of the musket, and had come out to 
meet them iirs Seagrave ^va3 a httle agitated , but as soon as 
she saw' the pig, she knew why the musket had been fired 
William took the load from his father, who walked on ivith 
Mrs Seagrave 

‘Well, Master Wilham, what news have youl’ said Ready 
‘ ^Vhy, veiy good. Ready Yesterday evenmg, w hen I was tired 
of work, I thought I would take the boat, aud try if there was 
any fish to bo caught on this side of the island, m the deep w'ater, 
and I caught three largo ones, qiute different from those w e took 
among the reefs We had one for breakfast and dmner to-day, 
and it was excellent ’ 

‘ Did you go out in the boat by yourself i ’ 

‘No , I took Juno wnthme Mamma said that she could spare 
her for an hour or so She pulls very w ell, Ready ' 

‘She IS a handy girl, Master Wilhiun Well, w'o have had our 
survey, and there wiU be plenty of w'ork for you aud me, I c.m 
toll you , I don’t think wo can bnng oveii'thmg round in a w eck, 
so I suppose to-morrow W'O had better be off’ 

‘WeU, I like boatmg bettor than ditchmg, I can teU you, 
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Ready,’ replied William ‘I sha’a’t be sorty to leave that Tvork 
to my father ’ 

‘I suppose it must fall to lum, mr, as he will, of course, prefer 
staymg with Mrs Seagravo and the children.’ 


CHAPTER LH 

Aftee breakfast next morning Ready proposed that ha and 
Wilbam should take the boat and begin their labour of carrjmg 
the articles round from the cove to the bay where the house was, 
pomtmg out that there was not a da> to be lost. Juno had, at his 
request, aheadj' baked a large piece of the pig for them to take 
with them, and boiled a piece of salt pork, so that they u ere all 
ready to start hir Seagrave agreed to work at the hedge and 
ditch round the yam-plantations during their absence. 

Ready and William made eiery prejiamtion for a continued 
absence They took their blankets with them, and a small pot 
for cookmg, and when aU was prepared, they bade Mr and Mrs 
beagraTO farewell J uno assisted to get the luggage dow n to tho 
t They were now to pull to the bay and lea% e their luggage, 
and then to go roimd to the cove As they shoved off, Wblbam 
took the dog Remus mto the boat 

‘IVhy do you take tho dog, Master WiRiam? he will be of 
use here m keeping the pigs aivay, but of no use to ua.’ 

° i’ ^ fJ^ke him , for I have an idea 

Ye , Mr i^am, you can always have your own way as far 
as Tm concerned Good-bye, Juno ’ i own way as lar 

to tho bay™ a ‘ TtarSk™ 

broo^ht a„d ilTXt 
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• thoy liftd now up-vyards of 'forty chickens, all healthy and doing 
nell , but ns they fiad plcntj of fiesh provisions, it had been de- 
cided that they should not be touched as yet, for the eggs n ould 
be of more value to them than the fowls 

They thou got into the boat again, and pulled an ay for the 
cove, the wind was fresli, and against them, so they had a long 
puU , but, as Ecady obseivcd, it was much better that it should 
be so, as, n hen the boat \i as loaded, they could very quickly sad 
back again to the bay 

As soon as they arm ed at the coi e, they lost no time in load- 
ing the boat, the iiads and Lron-nork of every description, with 
the twine and tools wlucli Ecady had brought ou shore, com- 
posed the major part of the first cargo, a cask of flour and a 
. box of caudles, nuth some bolts of canvas, filled the boat, so 
they sho\ ed off, hoisted then sail, and in an hour had regained the 
bay, and passed through the i-cef. 

‘I’m glad that this cargo has armed safe, Mastei dbam, for 
It is vciy valuable to us Now w o wall take tliem -all up, aud that 
wail be sufficient for to-day , to-moiiwv, if we can, we will make 
two trips , do you think you can manage it, sir V 

‘Oh ! yes , if we only start very caily,’ rephcil Wdham, ‘but 
now let us hai c oui dmuer, and caiTj' tbo remainder of the things 
up afterw ards ’ 

As they wore ealmg their dinnei, and Wdham was giving the 
bones to the dog Eeady said, ‘Pray, blaster Wdham, what w.is 
the idea in your liead which made you brmg Eemus with you?’ 

‘I wall tell you, Eeady, I may be wTong, but I think I am 
not , I mean him to carrj’’ a letter to mamma , j ou know that he 
always goes hack Avbeu he is ordeied I have brought a piece of 
paper and peued with me ’ 

‘ Wdham then wrote on the paper, — 

‘Dear Mamma — We are qmte ivell, and just returned wath 
the first cai^o quite safe 

Yqur affectionate Sou, 

‘William 

William tidl the p.iper round the dog’s neck with .a piece of 
tw me, and thou tailing ^i out of the house, said to him, ‘ Eemus, 
yo hadi., sir — qo bacL, sir ’ The dog looked wastfuUj' at-Wilhoui, 

10 ~ 



34G 


MASTTRMAX READT , OR, 


a*? if not sine of ulnt he nas to do, but ‘\YUbam took up a stone 
niid pretended to throw it nt tlie dog, who ran away a little dis- 
tal ice, and tlien stopped. 

‘ Go back, Remus— go hack, sir ’ William agnm pretended to 
throw the atone, repeatmg the order, and then the dog set off 
as fast as his legs could carry him tlirongh the cocoa-nut grove. 

‘And now,’ said Ready, ‘ that we have finished our dinner, wo 
wiU bnng up the thmgs ’ 

‘ Where shall we put them 1 ’ 

'In the storehouse, Master William It will be a good long 
job, for those kegs of nails and cases are very heaw,', and udll 
regmre both of us to carry tliom , so we must make a good many 
trips. However, wo have three or four hours’ daylight’ 


CHAPTER Lin 

As soon as they had carried up the whole of the cargo, they 
sMured the boat, and went np to the liouse to sleep Just as 

toey went in, Remus came bounding np to them with the letter 
round his neck. 

hof^°?fter alL^°^’ ^dbara,'8aid Ready, ‘ho won't go 

would go back; I really am 
will hutrlpfi bim nothing to eat, and then he 

neck I tin Ready , this is not the paper I tied round his 

oSed!C!5^t took the paper, 

von are amved safe, and we are glad 

clever of you and Rem?^ and God bless you itwasveiy 

Your affectionate Mother, 

‘ Selina Sea grate,’ 

ho JSd'' 8^ I had RO idea ^ 

ordered,’ coming back again, too, when he was 
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jDear Eemiis, good dog/ said 'William, caressing it, ‘nice, 
good dog now PU give you a good supper, for you deserve it.’ 

The next morning they were ofi before breakfast, and as the 
wind was not so fresh, they had not so hard a pull Tlie boat 
was soon loaded, and they returned under sail Thev then 
breakfasted, and liavmg left the things they had brought on the 
beach, that they might lose no tune, tlicy set oft again, and 
returned with another cargo two hours before dusk , tins they 
landed, and then secured the bpat 

‘ The next day, as they had to take the two cargoes up to the 
house, they coidd only make one tnp to the cove. The post was 
sent to the tents, and returned with the answer as before 
On Saturday they only made one tnp, ns tliey had to return 
to the tents, which they did by water, having first put a turtle 
gnto the boat , on their arrival, they fonnd them all at the little 
harbour, waiting to receive them 

‘ Well, WiUinm, dear, you did keep your promise and send me 
a letter by post/ said Jlrs Seagrave ‘How \ cry debghtfid it is , 
I shall have no fear now when you are all away ’ 

‘How does the ditch and hedge get on, Jdr Seagrave?’ asked 
Beady 

‘Pretty well, Beady/ rephed hir Seagrave, ‘I have nearly 
finished two sides I think by the end of next week I shall have 
pretty well enclosed it.’ 

On the Jlonday morning, WiLbara and Beady went away m 
the boat, as before, to bring round the vnnous articles from tlie 
cove. It bad been arranged that thev were not to return till 
the Saturday evening, and that the dog Remus was to bniig 
lutelbgence of them and their welfare every afternoon Thev 
worked hard diiniig the week, and on Saturday thev had 
completed their task, with the exception of a portion 
timbers of tbe sbip, eveiything had been brought roimd, but had 
not been earned np to tbe storelionse, as that required more time. 

On Saturday mornuig, they went for the last tune to the cove, 
and Ready selected some heavy oak timber out of the quaiu v 
which was l3ung on the beach, part of vhich tlicv put into lo 
boat, and tbe remainder they towed astern It was a 
load, and although the wind was fair to sail back ngam to e 
bay, tbo boat went but slov ly through the water. 
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‘Well, Master William,’ said Beady, ‘we hare done a good 
week’s work, and I must say tliat it is high tunc that it is done , 
foi the boat is iii rather a crary condition, and I must colltri^ e 
to patch her up by and by, ivhen there is time.’ 

‘ I suppose on Monday we shall set to at the storehouse, and 
alter it for our future residence 1 ' 

‘ Can’t begin too soon, Master William,’ replied Beady ; ‘ I 
don’t doubt but ilr Seagraic has finished the hedge and ditch 
round the j ams by this time, and if so, I expect that Madam 
will not like to bo left m the tents alone with J uno and the 
children, and so w e shall all move back to the house again until 
we ha\ e altered the storehouse , I must saj that I would ratlier 
that jour mamiua shoidd remain in the tents ’ 

‘ Because jou are afraid of a visit from the saaages, Beadj ?’ 

' I am, SIT, and that’s tlie truth 



•But, Heady, .if uiej do come, we shall see them coming, and 
would it not be better that we should all be together, even if we 
are (^hged to conceal ourselves in consequence of not being pre- 
pared I Suppose the savages were to overrun the island, and find 
iny mother, my httle brother and sister, at the tune we were 
ob^ed to retreat from our house , how dreadful that would be 
^ Hut, Master Wdham, I counted upon retreatmg to the tents ’ 
too w e can, Ready, unless we are surprised in the mght’ 

doubto.nr^ William, I 

Sra they are aU with us, Juno wk 

‘ We had' brtt^i S®* through onr work the faster ’ 

mother ’ ^ e he question bo decided by my father and 
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'Very tame, blaster WiUinna here's the point at lost ^Vc 
mil haul the timber on the beach, and then be oft as fast la 
we can, for it is getting late ' 

It was, indeed, much later than thej had usually aixu id .at 
the little harbour, ouang to the heaAy load, which made the bo u 
so long m coranig lound from the core , and when tlicy pulled 
in, they found hir and Jfrs Scagrave and the children all doun, 
waiting for them 


CHAPIER LIV 

The no\t day, being Snnd.vy, was a da> of repose, and as they 
had all worked so hard, they felt the luxurj' of a dav of rest In 
the afternoon, they agreed that on Jilonday thc^ should make 
every prcpamtioii for qmttmg the touts, and returning to the 
house at the h.iy They decided that the live stock should all 
be left there, as the pa.sturage was so plontifid nud good, mth 
the exception of one goat, whioli tlicy would take back mtli 
them, to supply them mth milk, and tlioj also agreed that the 
tents should be left standing, with sonic cooking utensils, that 
in case AVilhara and Ready rent louiul for the bananas or rams, 
or to eramino the live stock, tbea should not be compelled to 
sleep m the open air, and slionld liavc the means of tlrcs-Mrj: 
their dinner "Wilhani and llc.idy were to earn' the bccK ttc, 
round to the bay in the boat, nhidi they could do ui tro trijv. 
and Mr and Mrs Seagraa o, r itb the family , n ere to walk 
tho roods, after taking a very early breakfast 

Tlie ne:^ morning was one of biwtlc, there mis pirkhie up 
and ciegi preparation for dci'arlnre Juno vris called In le ami 
culled there, and avas obliged to ask little Cindinc to Irwik '’itr*' 
the kettle and call to her if it boiled over M.y-ter Tninar 
usual, was iu eicrj’ one’s way, and doing more I mn di n 
lu his attempts to rrsisl but, honover, as he ur int v'’?! no 
bovlj *icold(hi him 

At last. Heady, to got rid of Imn scut Inn dew*’ nitb ^ I ' 
lumdloyo the Wach Tommy <-honldeix.d it nth a'’ m.i'- p 

mt«', but when ho came back looking ndt/"’- mm rdb «■ 
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exertion, and Kcxidy asked luni to take down anutlier, Uo said ho 
was too tired, and sat down \cr} qiuctU till hreakfcwt-tinie, 
bcfoio which cvorj'thing wua ready 
Mis Scograie and Juno packed up the breal fust and dmner 
tlungs in a basket after breakfuntwas o\er, and then Jfr and 
liiro Seagnuc and tlio fainllj setofi on their jounici,uccoutpanicd 
by the dogs, thiimgh the cocoa-nut grove 
AViUium and Uuidy lost nolitno ni getting through their work. 
The crockcrj, kitclicu utensils, tables, and cJiaiiv, wero tlie tirst 


aiticlcs })Ut into the boat Tlio goat was then led down, and 
thoj set off with a full load, and armed at the ba> long before 
the party who were walking through the wood Thei landed 
the things on the beach, and then ehoicd off again to bring 
round the bedding, which was all that was left. Bi three 
o’clock in the afternoon they liad armed at the bav witli llieir 
second and last load, and found that the other partj had be^eu 
there about an hour, and Mr Seagraio and Juno were x cry busy 
taking the articles up from the be ich 

AVoll, ilastcr AViUiaiu,' said Ileadj, 'this is our last Inp for 
some tunc, I expect, and so nuich the better, for our bttlo boat 
must ha\ c soinethiiig done to her as soon as I can find time.’ ' 

ICS, indeed, Rc»idy, she has done lier work well Do joa 
now i feel ns if I w oro coming lioinc, now that w o oro back to 
the bay I really fool qmto glad that w o ha^ o left the tents I 
ouu t 0 pigeons among the peas, Readj , so Ave must pick them 
ns boon as we can They have increased a cry much, I think 
^ero w ere near tw enty of them. AVe shall hai o pigeou-pics next 
year, I expect,’ replied AVdbain 

had^hm liAe and do well,’ replied Heady, who 

lua ms ejes fixed upon the sea. 

and a^s again m the house, 

tired, they 

in the momma firstnirangcd what they shoidd do 

cookery and the children could attend to the 

they required her At i i ^ Juno was at their somco, if 
to the turtle-pond and Ilcady and AA'^ilham AvdufcdoAVn 

coming on for turning the tu^e"^ lor now the time Avao 

he filled. Having cut it '' 0 “^ eoou 

® ^'^t It up aud put a portion of it into the poS, 
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all ready for 6lra Seagrave, as soon as breakfast was over they 
proceeded to the storehouse in the grove 
After a httle consultation with Mr Seagrave, Keady marked 
out a square of cocoa-nut trees surrounding the storehouse, so 
as to leave a space within them of about twenty yards each side, 
which they considered large enough for the enclosure These 
cocoa-nut trees were to serve as the posts, between which were 
to be fixed other trees about fourteen feet high, so as to form a 
pahsade or stockade, which fcould not be chmbed over 
As soon as the line of trees had been marked out, they set to 
work cuttmg down all within the hne, and then outside to a 
distance of ten yards "Mr Scagrai e cut down trees , Wdham 



and Juno sawed them off at a proper length, Mr Seagrave 
helped Keady in' fixing up the palisades They worked very 
hard, and were not sorry to go to bed. Keady too ' an oppcr 

tunity to speak to Wilham , 

‘ you see, SIT, there is httle fear of the savages coming hero 

in the night-time, but they may just before 

in the morning, so one of us must be up again be ueen w 

three o’clock m the morning, to see if there is any mg 

seen of them , and we must watch the wind and u ea ® . 

favourable for them to come to us, which indee o 

uot be except at the commencement of the ramj saas > 

it may be very hght, and then they would uot caro or i s 
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against tliora I’ve been thinking of it, Master William, a great 
deal, and my idea is, that it anil be at the beginning of the rainy 
season that we shall have a visit, if no hai o one at all , for you 
see that the wind don’t blow regular from one quarter, as it does 
now, but IS vanablo, and then they can make sail in their canoes, 
and come hero easily, instead of pulhng between tlurty and forty 
miles, which is liard work against wind and current Still, 
Master William, we must not be careless, and we must keep a 
good look-out even now I don’t want to fret 5 our father and Mrs 
Seagrave with my fears 011 the subject, but I tell 5 on what I 
really think, and what we ought to do ’ 

‘ I agree ivith you, Ready, and I mil t ike care to be up before 
daybreak, and examine very carefully with the spy-gloss ns soon 
as the day dawns You take the night jiart, and I wall do the 
morning part of the watching ’ 


CHiVPTER LV 


One day, as the party ictumcd to dinner, Mis Scagrare said 
with suipiise, ‘ Why, was not Tommy with you ?’ 

No, rephed Mr Seagrave , ‘ lie has not been near us all daj , 
le went with us after breakfast, but did not remain a quarter of 
an hour 


No, Missy , I tell Massa Tommy to help carry cocoa nut 
loaves, .iiid then ho go away directly ’ 

"P o'‘ the beach, ma’am,’ ro- 

‘T -nrivf “1 <^he garden X will go and see.’ 

I will go with you, Ready,’ said Wilbain 

JT ’ go to sea.’ ^ 

and followed dose by Mr Seagrave 

See™,, and Jnno, tb, Se, 
Wind was offSlln ^ ^'“^0 fo be lost, for the 

bean out to sea. would ]ia\e 

and jacl^t^andTa^^^ amved at the beach, threw off his hat 

J ‘^et, and dashed into the water ITe wots already up to 
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his middle, when old Ready, who had followed him, caught him 
by the arm and said, — 

‘Master William, go back immediately I insist upon it 
Your gomg can do no good, as you do not understand the thmg 
so well as I do , and go I will , so there wiU be double nsk for 
nothmg Mr Seagrave, order him back ’ 

‘Wdhahi/ said Mr Seagrave, ‘come back immediately, I com- 
mand you ‘ 

William obeyed , but before he was clear of the n ater, old 
Ready had swum across to the first rocks on the reef, and was now 
doshmg through the’ pools between the rocks, tow aifis the boat 
‘ Oh • father,’ said ’William, ‘if that good old man is lost, I shall 
never forgive myself I almost feel as if I did ivrong to obey you 
Look, father, one — two — three sharks, here close to us He has 
no chance. See, he is again m deep water God protect him I’ 
In the mean tune, Mr Seagrai e, whose wife was now by his 
side, and who was shuddermg at the scene, after glancing his eye 
a moment at the sharks, which were withm a few feet of the beach, 
had kept his gaze steadily upon Ready’s movements If lie 
passed tliroiigh the passage of deep water between the rocks, ho 
might be considered safe, as the boat was now beating on a reef on 
the other side, w here the water was shallow It was a moment of 
mtense anxiety At last Ready had gained the reef, and had 
his hands upon the roclis, and was chmbing on them 
‘He IS safe, is he not ? ’ whispered hirs Seagrave, famtly 
‘Yes, now- 1 think he is,’ xephed !Mr Seagrave, ns Ready had 
gamed a footing on the rocks, wliere the water was but a little 
above his ancles. I think there is no deep water between hnn 
and the boat’ 

In another minute Ready was over the rocks and had seized the 
gunnel of the boat 

‘He ism the boat,’ cned "William ‘Thank God >’ 

‘Yes, i\G must thank God, and that fervently,’ replied Mr 
Seagrai e ‘Look at those monsters,’ continued ho, pomting to 
the sharks , ‘ how quick they 8i\ im to and fro thej' hat e scented 
their prey on the water William, it is fortunate thej are here 
they might have been out there, when Ready passed through the 
deepwater.’ 

cs, indeed, papa See, he has the boat-hook, and is puslung 
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the boat oil the reef into the deep wittr. Oh 1 he » quue sdfe ‘ 


now. 


Such, hoA^ever, ^vai. not tho case. The ho-tt hatl been beulnitj 
on the rod s of the reef, and Ijad knocked a liolc m her bottnin, 
and 03 soon .la Heady had forced the boat jnb» deq* T^att'.fche 
began to hil iinraethatclj Ready i)a«hed ns hanl ns ho tatuld 
iviih tho huat'hook, and tearing off Uia nctkcloth, fen cd as much 
as he could of it into the hole Tins saacd them , but the boat 
was up to tho thnarts wth nutcr, and the It-ific motion on tho 
part of Heady, or e\cn Tommy, would ha\e up'^et her iiumc- 
diatcly, and they had etill to ))aA3 tho decji vater betas eon the 
reef and the beach, as here tho sharks astro saainuning. Heady', 
avho porceia cd his danger, Gillcd out to them to Uiross Urge stone> 
at the slxarks as fast as thea could, to dnso them nsriia 
The pelting of tho stones had the desired effect The tJsarks 
sasam aavas , and Heady j^msed through to the bcaeJi, nnd the boat 
grounded just as she as as up to the gminoliu v atcr, and uliout to 
turn oaer He handed out Master Tommy, aslio ssas to drc-id- 
fully fnghtened, that ho could not try', ba.t remained .wpolo cn n 
sheet, and his mouth aud ey cs aside open 
Ab soon as Ready lauded, iHiain sprung into lus anns, crying, 
‘Thank God you are safe, Heady ’ Mr and ifrs Scagraa o, each 
took his hand and shook it heartily . At last, M rs Scagravc, os er- 
pou^d by her feelings, sank her head ujjon "Wiiham's shoulder, 
^d hurat into tears Juno, after snuhng at Heady , took Tommy 
by the h^d, and led him aasay, saying, ‘ Come along, you nasty 
nau^tyboy get fine ashippmg to-night, soon as all tho 
work is over mcrcupon Tommy set up a miserable houhug, 
wl^ he never Idt off until long after he was in tho house, 
ili evening the prayers were more than usually solemn; and 

tie .cese oE the day. they all retrod early to bed. 


CHAPTER LVL 


WuEi, Tommy 
to his mducement 


’ssas que^xoned on the follossing morning a 
to get into the boat, to Uieir great surprise h 
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replied, that he "wanted to go round to the tents again, to see if 
the bananas were npe , that he intended to eat some of them, 
and be back before dinner-time, that he might not be found out 
* I suspect, Master Tommy, you would have been very hiingry 
before you ate^ any bananas if wo had not perceived you, said 
Eeady 

‘ I M on’t go mto the boat any more,’ said Tommy 
The stockade was now almost finished , the door was the 
occasion of a good deal of consultation , at last it was agieed 
that it would be better to have a door of stout oak plank, but 
with second door-posts mside, about a foot apart from the door, 
between which could be inserted short poles one above the 
other, so as to barricade it vutlun when required This would 
make the door os strong as any other portion of the stockade 
As soon as this was all complete, the storehouse was to bo 
altered for a divelhng-house, by takmg away the wattles of 
cocoa-ndt boughs on the sides, and filling them up mth logs of 
cocoa-nut trees 

Before the week was ended, the stockade and door were 
complete, and they now began 'to feU trees, to fonn the sides of 
-the house This was rapid work, and while Mr Seagrave, 
Wilham, and Juno felled the trees, and brought them ou the 
- wheels to the side of the stockade, all ready cut to their proper 
ieugths, Beady was employed in flooring the house with a part 
of the deal planks w hich they had brought round from the cove 
But this iveek they w ere obhged to break off for two daj^, to 
collect all their crops from the garden os soon as this was done, 
they again set to work 

A fortmght more passed away m contmual hard work, but 
the house was at last finished, and very complete, compared to 
the one they were residing m It was much larger, and divided 
mto three rooms by the deal planking the nuddie room which 
the door opened mto was the sittmg and eatmg-room, with a 
^udow behind, tbe two side-rooms were sleeping-rooms, one 
for Mis Seagrave and the children, and the other for the male 
portion of the family This made it much more comfortable 
aiid complete. 

« Master Wilham,’ said Beady, when they were alone, 

what w’e haNO been able to do by means of those deal planks , 
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why, to have floored tliH hoxwe, and nin up tlie partitionfl, x\ould 
have taken us half a year, if wo had had to saw tho wood' " , 

‘And wliat do you propose to do with the old house!’ said 
William 

* We had better put some of our stores of least value in it for 
the present-, until wo can fit up another storehouse inside the 
stockade.’ ^ , 

‘Then we’ll put those casks in, for they take np a great deal 
of room ’ ' 


‘All but that largo one, Mosler William , wo shall want that; 
I shall fix It up in a comer ’ 

‘ ^^^lat for, Ready ? ’ 

‘ To put water in, blaster William ' ' 

‘But we are closer to tlie spring than wo were at the other 
house ' 

I know that, but, pethaps, wo may not be able to go out of 
mo stockade, and then wo sbali want water. You don’t know 
how anxious I am to see them all inside of tbis defence, William, 
i shall not bo happy until they are* 

‘um should wo not come in, Ready!* 

of work, I do not like to 
11, Of ° ^^tter, lest your mamma should he fidgeted, and think 
n ^oger, but, Master William, danger there is, I have 

I "'^sh jou would propose tliat 
re-idv or once, the standing bed-places ore all 

dinncr-tinm convcraatiou, Y’llliam proposed at 
house as it wm should go into tho new' 

there at tlia Rnmo +* more handy to work there and lire 
but Mrs SeaamvA Seagnive was of the same opinion, 

tidy first. ought it better that everything should be 

lo 80 “"Jj sot thjiigB tidy la 

«P mi OMrtonirthe’TtS,^?-'"'’®'' ‘“-“OITOW oemll toko 


who 
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The uoxt day, was fa iR changiug tlieir residence, 

and sMtmg ovoi the bedding and utensils, and that night they 
slept within the stockade Heady had run up a veiy neat bttle 
out-house of plank, as a kitchen for Juno, and another week 
1 was fully employed as follows the stores were divided , those 
hf least consequence, and the salt pro^^slons, flour, and the 
garden produce, &c , w ere put into the old house , the casks of 
powder and most of the cartridges were also put there for 
security, hut a cask of beef, of pork, and flour, all the non- 
work and rnols, canvas, <kc , were stowed away for the iiresent 
under the new house, which had, when built as a storehouse, 
been raised four feet from the ground to make a shelter for the 
stock Ready also took care, by degrees, to fill the large water- 
butt fvQl of water, and had fixed mto the bottom a spigot for 
, drawmg the water, off 

‘Well, ilr Seagrave,' said Ready on the Saturday, 'we have 
done a good many hard weeks’ w oik lately , but this is the last 
of them 'Wilham and I must go and tuni some turtle if we 
can, for the season is gettmg late for them, and I must repan 
the boat, so that we may fake a tnp round to examme how the 
stock and yams get on ’ 

^ ‘ And the bananas and the gnuA as,’ said Tommy 

‘ ^Yhy, we have quite forgotten all about them,’ obseiwed Mrs 
Seagrave. 

‘Yes, ma’am, we have been so busy, that it is no wonder, 
however, there may be some left yet, and I a\t11 go round as soon 


It wiU be better, sir, if we can find tune, as we sbaU not have 
much more fine weather now , at all events, w e can get them m 
at mtervals when the weather is fine , now I shall go my lounds 
fortnrtle’ ‘ - 

WiUiam and Ready went down to the beach, but meeting 
uno conung from the kitchen, Ready desired her to collect as 
^ she could, and stack it up in a comer inside of the 
s o(^de, as it w'onld be more handy 

es, Massa Ready,\rephod Juno, ‘I uudeisland, nothing 
iiKe bemg all ready case of accident ’ 


os^tue boat is able to swun, and brmg all I can find ’ 

‘We must put our seeds aud potatoes m before the rainy season, 
Heady ’ 
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Williiim and Ready micccedcd in ivjylyig six more tnrtl&'i to 
add to their stock, and having takenfa careful survey wth the 
telescope, they came back, fastened the door of the stockade, 
and went to bed 


CHAPTER LYH 

An’OTHeh week passed avay, during which Ready repaired 
the boat, and Wilham and Mr Scagrave were ctnplojed in dig- 
ging up the garden It was also a verj busy w eok at the house, 
vs they liad not washed linen for some time ilrs Seagrave and 
nno, and even httle Caroline, were hard at work, and Master 
onimy was more useful tlian ever he had been, gomg for the 
water as they required it, and svntching little Albert Indectl, 
6 WM 30 acUvo, that Mrs Scagrave pnised luin before lus papa, 
and jJ] aster Touiinj was quite proud 

On the iMondny, William and Ready sot off in the boat to the 
httle harbour and found all the stock doing wcU, and promising 
ncrease i fany of the bananas and guaiTis had npened and 
wthered, but there were enough left to fiU the boat half full 

tents ^>0 

tents were in good order ^ ^ 

presInt'^M^ter^W^f^^^ whore it is at 

for shelter if there cocoa-nut grove 

to" ^ M ™o.gh te ten 

‘ I tlunk so too 1 

wemustnotS4^Sem^We%m whT'^^ 

shall we go back 1 ’ ^hole rainy season Now, sir 

But will you not d^^un ^ <Jclighted with our catgo'- 

Before they amved tt thTh 

threatened a storm. It did notin’ r ^ clouded over, and 
Old not, however, ram till after th^ had 
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landed, when a smart sliower announced the commencement of 
the rainy season 

The following day was beautifully fine, and ei^erytlnng 
appeared refreshed by the rain which had fallen It was, how- 
ever, agreed that Ready and WiUiam should go round the next 
mommg, bring home the tents, and as many yams as the boat 
could carry William and Ready went out at mght as usual, 
when Ready observed that the wind had chopped round to the 
eastward 

‘That will be bad for us to-morrow, Ready,’ replied Wilham 
‘We may sail to the harbour, but we shall have to puU back 
with the loaded boat.’ 

The next 'morning, just before the day dawned, Ready and 
William unfastened the door of the stockade, and went down to 
the beacli The ■wind was stdl to the eastward, and blowing 
rather fresh, and the sky was cloudy As the sim rose. Ready, 
as usual, had his telescope with him, and looked through it at 
the offing to the eastward. 

‘ Do you see anything, Ready, that you look so long in tha 


direction 1’ asked Wilhara t j f i .i 

‘ Either my old eyes deceive me, or I fear ^that I do, rep e 
Ready , ‘ but a few minutes more will decide ’ 

There was a banlc of clouds on the honzon ^o the enstwa , 
but as soon as the sun had risen above them, Ready, w o la 
the telescope fixed in the same direction, said 
‘ Yes, Master William, I am nglit I thought that those dark 
patches I saw were their brown grass sails 

‘ Sails^ of what, Ready 1’ said William, hasWy 

‘ Of the Indian canoes, iMaster Wilham. Take tlie glass, an 

look yourself ’ _ , 

‘Why, there are twenty or thirty of them, 

‘And each with twenty or thirty men in lem o , 


‘^ow fast they come down, Ready I why they will be here in 

‘No, sir, nor in two houre either , for a 

rlowever, there is no time to be lost Wn 
ew minutes till I make them more ^ jjjq and then, 

he house and beckon your father to com ^ 
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Master William, get all the incsket^ readf, and Lniig the carl's 
of powder and of made-up cirtriapfe fn>m the c-M ionbc iat^i 
the stotkade Call Juno and sLo will help ^om you 

bare done that, \ou had better come dorm and join us.' 

lu a verv' few im.'nt£s after M’lliiam rau up tet the hotire, i 
feeagrare made hu appcarance- 

‘Iicadj, then; is danger, I'm sure, WuliamwuuM not tell me, 

I presume, because he ivas afraid of alaitaisg lus mether. 
isitJ' 

‘It IS, 3fr Seagrave, that tl c sarages ore now coming down 
upon us in large force, perLaps Cre or six hnndrcd of them t 
and that we shall hare to defe id oarr-elrcs with all onr raiglu: 
and mauj ’ 


‘Well Heady, we must put our trust in the V ■rl, .uid do onr 
bes*^ I will second roa to the utmost of mj power, ard WjHiazu, 
fm su'e, will do his dut}* ’ 

I ihiuk, sir, we had better not ti iit bore any lurrc, us we 
have not long to prepare for tJiem Wc bare oulv to fix up 
wme of our strong deal planks on the inside of the slockado , 
for us to stand upon vrhou we are attacked, tlmt wo may set. 
wlmv the enemy is about and fce ab’e to fire up^n them. Bat 
nrs., we had better go to the old house, and lake cut what 
pronr.ons o.hcr artie’es we shad most want, and roll the 
casta into tbest-xihade, for to the old house thcr will go first, and 
^-baps destrov cvciwuhing in it The casks thev certainly rffl, 
for the of the iron hoops. An hour's work will do a great 
IS not vci^ g^eat I bobeve we have 
S wf r stockade; Juno Las her fuel the 

Si! ! last us two or three weeks at Iem.%iird 

"•■'I “ ““P’' 

^^hardlj need thmk of turtle just now. Readv ’ 
the ^ isave them for 

soon us ^ house. As 

brought m the uow^ and Juno had just 

break the matter to hi^, 3Ir Seagrave w ent in to 

tter to bis wife, who, he feared, would be much 
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‘ I was told that I had to expect this, lay dear,' rephed Mrs 
Seagrave, ‘so that it has not come upon me altogether unawares , 
and anytlung that a poor weak woman can do, I will I feel 
' that I have no want of courage to defend my cluldren ’ 


CHAPTER LVm. 

As they could have a very good view of the canoes from 
where the old house stood, Ready examined them with his glass 
every time that he returned from rolling up a cask to the stock- 
ade. Every one worked hard , even ilm Seagrave did all she 
could, either assisting in rolling the casks, or cairjung up what 
she "was able to hft In an hour they had got into the stockade 
all that they most cared for, and the canoes were still about six 
or seven mdes off. 

‘We ha\e a good hour before they arrive, sir,’ said Ready, 
‘ and even then the reefs iviU puzzle them not a httle , I doubt 
if they are disembarked under two hours Juno, go for the 
M heels, and WiUiam, come donii ivith the spear, and we wiU 
have some of tlie turtle into the stockade Mr Seagrave, I do 
not require your assistance, so if you vaU have the kindness to 
get out the muskets, and examine the fimts, it -will be ns ivell ’ 

‘ Yes, and then you have to load them,’ rephed Mis Seagrave. 
‘ Jimo and I can do that, at all events, ready for you to fire them ’ 
In half an hour six tiutle were brought up by Jimo and 
Wdham, and then Ready followed them mto the stockade 
They then rolled the casks and upheaded them by tlie sides 
of the stockade, and fixed up deal planks to stand upon, just 
high enough to enable them to see over the top of the pahsades, 
and to fire at the enemy Mrs Seagrave had been shonm how to 
load a musket, and Juno was now taught the same,’ 

‘Now, sir, ve aie all prepared,’ said old Ready, ‘and madam 
and Juno can go and look a httle after the children, and get 
breakfast ’ 

As soon as the children were dressed, Mr Seagrave called 
Heady, who was outside, uatchmg the c.iuoes, and they went to 

11 
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their morning devotions and prajed heartily lor •succour in this 
tunc of need 

‘Thisanfipcnse is worse than all,’ said Mrs Scagmve ‘I "niDh 
nos\ that they were come ’ 

‘Shall I go to Heady, and bear his report, my dear? I will 
not be away three minutes.’ 

In a short time !Mr Sengrave returned, fi.Tnng that the canoes 
were close to tlic beach, that the E.aA ages endenUy had a knov - 
ledge of the passages through the reefs, as they had steered 
right in, and had lowered their sails, tliat Ready and Wvlbain 
were on the look-out, but concealed belund tlic coco'i-nut trees 
Diinng tins coincrsation between Mr ind Mrs S>cagravc ivilh- 
in the stockade, William and Ilcadj were watching the motions 
of the sainges, a large portion of whom had landcil out of ton of 
the canoes, and the others were followung their example ns fast 
as they could, forcing their way through the reefs The savages 
were all painted, with their wur-cloaks and feathers on, and 
armed mth spears and clubs, endently basing come with no 
peaceable intentions At first they occupied themseKes watl> 
bcacluug the canoes, and as they were very large and hca'’y, 
this was a work of some few minutes’ cmplo\mont for the wiiolo 
of them 

Another half-minuto, and Wilham and Ready arrived at the 
door of the stockade, they on ered, shut tlie door, and thin 
hamcaded it with the cocoa-nn*" poles winch they had fitted to 
the inner door-posts. 


CHAPTER LTX 

savages struck terror into Hie heart of 
lira Sengrave , it was well that she had not seen their painted 
b^es and fierce appearance, or she would have been much more 
a me it o Albert and Caroline clung round her neck with 

looked round and 

dim? homd noise proceeded, and then 

clung faster to their mother Master To™ was vorv busy 

hmshmg aU the breakfast which had been SffoTlicre^To 
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one to clieck him ns iisnal ; J uno wns busy ouHide, and "was very 
active and courageous Mr Seagrare had been employed making 
the holes between the pab'^ades lai^ enough to admit the 
barrels of the miishcts, so that they could file at the savages 
without bemg exposed; while William and Ready, with their 
muskets loaded, wore on the look-out for their approacli 
‘They are busy vmth the ,old house just now, sir,’ observed 
Ready, ‘but that won’t detain them long ’ 

‘Here they come,’ replied Wilhaim ‘Take care they don’t 
hit you, Ready’ 

Ready now stood upon the planlc inthin, so as to show him- 
self to the savages, who gave a tremendous yeU, and, as they 
advanced, a dozeu spears were thrown at him mth so true an 
ami that, had ho not instantly dodged behind the stockade, he 
must have been lolled Three or four spears remained qmvenng 
in the pahsades, just below the top , the others went over it, and 
fell down inside of the stockade, at the further end. 

‘Now, Master Wiiham, take good mm ,’ but before 'William 
could fire, hir Seagrave, who had agreed to be stationed at the 
comer so that* he might see if the savages went round to the 
other side, fired his mus'cct, and the taU chief fell to the ground. 

Ready and 'Wilham also fired, and two more of the savages 
were seen to drop, amidst the yells of their companions Juno 
handed up the other muskets which were ready loaded, and took 
those discharged, and Mrs Seagrave turned the key of the door 
npon them, and hastened to assist Jnno m reloading the mus- 
kets 

The spears now rushed through the air, and it was well that 
they could fire from the stockade without exposing their persons, 
or they would have had hut little chance. The yells increased, 
and the savages now began to attack on every quarter , the most 
active, who climbed like wits, actnaUv succeeded m gaining the 
top of the palisades, hut, as soon ns their heads appeared above, 
they were fired at with so true an aim that they dropped down 
dead ontsiAe This combat lasted for more than an hour, when 
the savages, having lost a great many men, drew off from the 
assault, and the parties withir the stockade had tune to breathe 
* They have not gamed much in this bout, at aU events,’ said 
Ready, ‘it was well fought on our ade, and, Master Wilham, 
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jou certainly bcliaied ne if vou ]ia<l beou bryuglit nj* to i( , 1 
don’t think you ever missed jour niaii once ' 

'Do JOU think thej will go nunj non V }?iid Mrs Scngnito 
‘Oh, no, madim, not jot, they tvil! trv ns ettrj’ way "before 
they leave ns You sec these arc vorj' brave men, and it is dear 
that they know nlmt gunpovvder is, or they would have liecn, 
more astonished ’ 

‘ Are they all gone, Rcadj V said Willmni, w ho had come don n 
from the plank to his mother 

‘No, 811 , I see them liclwccn the trees now, tlicj arc sitting 
round in a cncle, and, I suppose, making spccclics it is the 
custom of these people ’ 

Yell, I’m very thirsty, at all events/ said "William, ‘Juno, 
bung mo a little water’ 


Juno went to the water-tub, to comply wafb AVilbnm’s rettuest, 
and m a few minutes aftcniards came back in great consterna- 
tion 

^ Oh, Massa ' oh, Missy i no water , watci all gone ’ ' 

Water all gone *’ cried Ready and all of thorn ni a bic^ith 
ili^j, I tmk I know now / said Juno, ‘jou remenihcr jou 
semi Massa Tommj, the two or thi'ce days we wash, to fetch 
water fioin well in bttle bucket You know how soon he come 
back, and how you say what good boy he was, and how you tell 
Massa Scagi-ave when he come to dinner Now, htissv, I quite 
certain Massa Tommy no take trouble to go to well, but fotdi 
watai fiom tub all the while, and so he emjitj it ’ 

"'ispicious were hut too true. Tommj, pl&iscd with 

the water, had taken out 

the spigot of the cask, and dravni it all off He was now emng 
and proi^^g not to take the water again ^ 

aer. „„t a d«p Wt, lino aulX*” 

eo..o,itay, 

■ for the somicr thercomc ‘ 

‘I doubt if thev walwL^ ^ decided' 

probable, and I fear the I think it very 
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‘ Why, ■what can "wo do, Ready V 

‘In the first place, sir, by nailing planks fioni cocoa-nnt tree, 
to cocoa-nut tree above the present stockade, we may make a 
great portion of it much higher, and more difficult to chmb ovei. 
Some of them were nearly in this tune If ■we do that, we shall 
not have so largo a space to watch over and defend , and then 
we must contiuo to have a large file ready for hghtmg, that wo 
may not have to fight altogether in the daik. It ivill give them 
sonic advantage in lookiiig through the palisades, and seeing 
where we are, but they "cannot well drive thou spears through, 
so it as no great matter Wo must make the fire m the ceiitic 
of the stockade, and have plenty of tar in it, to make it burn 
bright, and we must not, of course, hglit it until after we are 
attacked We shall then see where they am trying for an 
entrance, and u hero to aim with oiir muskets ’ 

As Ready had supposed, no further attack, was made by the 
savages on that day, and he, William, and' !MrSeagrave'n*ere very 
busy making their arrangements , they naded the planks on the 
trimks of the trees above the stockade', so as to make throe sides 
of thb stockade at least five foot higher, and almost impossible to 
chmb up , and they prepared a large fire m a tar-bairel full of 
cocoa-nut leaves nuxed with woOd and tai, so as to biun fiercely 
Dinner oi snppcr they had none, for them aias nothing but salt 
l>Drk and beef and hve turtle, and, by Ready^s ad^vaco, they did 
not cat, as it uould only mcicase their desire to driiik 
Tlie poor cluldren suffemd much , little Albert "u ailed and cnetl 
fin * uater, water CaYobne knew that there was none, and was 
fiuiet, poor little girl, although she suffered much , as for Tommy, 
the author of all tins misery, he "was the most impatient, and 
mai-ed for some time, till WiUiam, qmte angrj' at his bchanour, 
ga\o him a smart bov on the car, and he reduced his roar to a 
whmq^er, from fear of iccemng another, 


, CHAPTER LX 

Rut lUo moaning of the children a\,is vcrj^soini after dusk 
drowmeil b\ tho yolK of the savages, who now. advanced to the 


166 


MASTEUMAN READY J OR, 


Every jrart of tlio stockade was at ouce assailed, ftnd their at- 
tempts now made were to chmbiuto it ; a few spears were occa- 
sionally thrown, but lt^\a3 eiidciit that the object rvas to obbun 
an entrance by dint of numbers It rvaa well that Beady had 
taken the precaution of nailing the deal iilanks nhoie llie 
original stockade, or there is httlo doubt but that the savages 
would have gained their object , as it uas, before tlic flames of 
the fire, ■ftliich Juno hid hghted by Bcad\’^8 order, ga\e them 
suflicient hght, throe or four b,i\ ages had climbed up and liad 
been shot by Wilham and Mr Seagiuve, as they \\eiu on tlie top 
of the stockade. 


When the fire burnt brightly, tho ba\age.s outside ivero laora 
easily aimed at, and a great many fell lu their attempts to get 
over Tho attack continued more than an hour, when at last, 
satisfied that they could not succeed, tlie savages once more Avith- 
drew, carrying vnth them, os before, their dead and uouudcd 
*I trust that they will non retmbark, and lca\ o tho island,’ smd 
Mr Sougrave to Koady 

‘I only wish they may, sir, it is not at all impossible , but 
^ero 13 no saying You see, sir, that cocoa-nut tree,’ continued 
iteady pomtmg to one of those to which tho palisades were fust^ 
ene , is much tailor than any of tho others, non, by <lrx\ing 
spike-nails into tho tnink at about a foot apart, ne might 
^ocn it noth ease, and it would command a now of the whole 
bay ne then could know what the enemy noro about’ 
ti into the house , Beady desired William 

li S mlSf i V cf Wilhom. 
for water, notnnthstanins^'^^ ^ children stall crying 
grave, who avas sW^!, , T and soothmg of Mm Seu- 

Jmiohad gone out 
could, inthTLTCe K 

and she had just retumpri ^“'Sht bo found, but in vain, 

Carolmo only drooped and disconsolate. Little 

for two or three hours'with li/ ^Ir Seagravo remained 

^ with his wife, assisting her in pacifymgthe 
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children, and soothing her to the utmost of his power; at last he 
went out and foimd old Beady on the watch. - 
*I have come out Wtake the watch, Beady. WiB you not sleep 

forawhilel' , . 

‘I -will, sir, if you please, take a httle sleep Call me m two 
hours , It utU then he dayhght, and I can go to work, and you 
can get some repose yourself L ^ 

‘I am too aimous to sleep , I think so, at least 
‘ Master William said he was too thirsty to sleep, sir , but, poor 


follow, he 18 now fast enough ' 

‘I trust that hoy ivill be spared. Beady ’ 

‘ I hope so too , for he is a noble fellow but we are all lu thj 
bauds of the Almighty Good mght, sir.’ 

‘Good mght, Beady.’ 

At dayhght Beady woke up and reheved Mr Seagnive, who did 
not return to the house, but lay down on the cocoa-nut boughs, 
vhero Ready had been lyuig by the side of Wdliam. As soon as 
Beady had got out the spike-nails and hammer, he summoned 
Wilhain to his assistance, and they commenced driving them into 
the cocoa-nut tree, one lookmg out, in case of the savages ap- 
proaching, while the other was at woik. Li less than an hour 
they had gamed the top of the tree close to the boughs, and had 
a very commanding view of the bay, as well as inland Wilhain, 
who was dnvmg the last dozen spikes, took a survey, and then 
came down to Beady 

* I can see everythmg, Beady they ha^ e pulled down the old 
house altogether, and are most of them lying doivn outside, 
covered up uith their war-cloaks ; some women are walking to 
and fro from the canoes, ^^hlch ore lying on the beach where 
they first landed.’ - 

‘Thoyha\e pulled down the house to obtam the iron nails, I 
haic no doubt,’ rephed Beady ‘Did yon see any of their 
dead 1 ’ 

‘ ^To , I did not look ahopt veiy much, but I will go up agam 
directly. I came doini because my hands w ere jarred with huiu- 
mersng, ludtho liaiumcrMus so heavy to carry In a minute or 
two I sh ill go up light enough hly bps arc hunung, Beady, and 
tiw cuCil , the skill is jicchng off - 1 bad no idea that ivant of water 
would have been so droadfuL' 
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I "was in hopes of finding a cocoa-nut or two on tho tree, hut 
there Mas not one’ 

* And if you liad found one, it would not havo had any milk in 
it at 110=? season of tho j'car IIom oi or, JInster "V\ ilhain, if tho 
savages do not go away to-day, something must bo done. I vnsli 
now that you Mould go up again, and see if they aro not stirring 
Wilham again mounted to tho top of tho tree, nnd rcmauiod up 
for some minutes , when ho came down, lie said, * Tlioy arc all up 
now, and SMunniiig like bees. I counted two hundred and sixty 
of tho men, in their war-cloaks and feather head-dresses , tho 
women arc passing to and fro from tho m oil Math water , Ihero 
13 nobody at tho caiiocs except oiglit or ten Momon, mIio are heat- 
ing their heads, I thuik, or doing something of the kind I could 

not make it out m'cU, but they' seem all doing the same thing’ 

‘ I knoM Mhat they aro about, Master William , they are cut- 
ting themselves with kmves or other shnij) insl ruments It is the 
custom of these people Tho dead arc all put into the canoes, and 
these M'omcn arc lamontuig oierthein, pcrliaps they are going 
away, since the dead are in the canoes , but there is no saying 


CILAPTER LXI 

The second day Mas passed in keeping a look-out upon the 
saxTiges, aud aM aiting a fresh attack. They could perceive from 
the top of the cocoa-nut tree that the savages liold a council of Mwr 
in tho forenoon, sitting round m n large circle, Mhdo one got up in 
the centre, and made a speech, flounshmg his club and spear 
while he spoke In tho afternoon the council broke up, and the 
savages m ore observed to bo very" busy in aU directions, cutting 
doMUi tho cocoa-nut trees, and collecting oU tho brnshM'ood 
Beady Matclied them for n long Mhilo, and at last came doMii a 
little before simset ‘ Mr Seagravo,’ said he, ‘ m o shall hax o, in 
my opinion, no attack tlus night, but to-morrow m'c must expect 
something very serious , tlie savages aro cuttmg doM-u tho trees, 
an ma ng arge faggots , they do not got on very fast, because 
their hatchets are made of stone and don’t cut xery well , but 
porseverauco and numbers will effect eveiytlnng.’ 
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But what do yon imagine, to be their object, Eead.y,in cutting 
down trees, aud making the faggots ? 

* Either, bit, to pile tliem up joutside tlie pulisudes, so lurge us 
to be able to walk up upon them, or else to pile them up to set 
fire to them, and bum us out ’ 

’• ‘Do you tlunk they uull succeed ?’ 

‘ We'niust hope for the best, and do oui best, ^Ir Seagrave,’ 
rophed Beady , ‘ and recollect that, should anything happen to 
mie dunng the conflict, if there is any chance of youi being ovei- 
powered, you must take advantage of the smoke, to escape into 
the ivoo^, aud find j our way to the tents I have no doubt that 
you wdl be able to do that , of course the attack ■will be to wind- 
ward, if they use fire, and you must tiy and escape to leeward , 

I have shown 'William how to force a palisade if necessary Tho 
savages, if they get possession, "will not think of looking foi you 
at first, and, peilups, when they have obtamcd all that the house 
cuutains, not even afteru aids ’ 

Beady then told LIr Seagrave that he would keep the "umtch, 
and call him at tu elve o’clock Durmg these two days they had 
eaten very httle , a turtle had been killed, and pieces fried , but 
eating only added to their thirst, and even the children refused 
the meat. The sufferings were now really dreadful, and poor ^Irs 
Seagrave was almost frantic. 

As soon as hir Seagrave had gone into tho house, Beady 
called WBliam, and said, ‘ Master Wdhain, water we must haie 
I cannot bear to see the agony of tho poor children, and tho 
state of mind wluch youi pool mother is in , and more, wnthont 
uater we never sliall be able to beat off tbe savages to-monow 
Wo shall hterally die of choking in the smoke, if they use fire 
how, ’William, I lutcnd to take one of tlie seven-gallon baincos, 

, and go do'wu to the wrell for 'W'ater I may succeed, and I may 
nob but attempt it I must , and if I fall, it cannot be helped ’ 
Ready went for the barnco, a bttle cask, which held six or 
se\en gallons of w ater Ho pint on the head-dress aud war-cloak 
0 the savage who fell dead inside the stockade, and, taking the 
tamco on lus shoulder, and the spear lu his hand, the poles 
w filch barred the door were softly removed by Wdliam, and 
' ascortainiug that no one was concealed beneath tbe 
pa isadea, Beady pressed ‘William’s band, and sot off across the 
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deared space outside of the stockade, and gamed the cocoa-nut 
trees William, as duccted, closed the door, passed one pole 
through the inner door-posts for security, and remained on the 
■watcL He was in an aiidul state of suspense, listening to the 
slightest noise, even tlie shght rustling by the innd of tlio 
cocoa-nut boughs above him made luni start tliero he continued 
for some minutes, his gun ready cocked by bis side 
At last he thought he heard footsteps coming very softly 

w n “ returning, and iwthout any accident 

A^llbam had his hand upon the polo, to sbp it on one side, and 
open the door, when he heard a scuffle and a fall close to the 

fw^pnrlv*^ tiole, and opened it, just 

“ Keady called him by name Wilham seized his musket, and 

mrnrimoS ' struggling mth a savage, who uas 

uppcimost, and 'vith his spear at Eead 3 '’s breast In a second 

of 

w a ^ ^ contnve to cran 1 m if I cam’ 

^ ^ uu his knees lilr Seamwe 

door open,°Swtn?4!rm the stocLida 

aecnred, and fcy want «■“ ™n.«imto]y 

‘ Yp^ ^ Wilham. 

through my breaS ^ wkel^qi^ck^^f’ ^ 

‘We have, pana’ renl3 w ^ Seagrave. 

William ran for’a panmkm aud^t dearly’ 

some water out of the barnco" anrl the bung, poured 

It TOth eagerness. ’ ^ ^t to Eeadj', who drank 

‘Now, Wdham ]avm» 

«ud give some 4,to to thriit!" '•oeoa-mit boughs , go 
dn.nk, then com. to me i”*,?’ J""* "u 
nuhnrt Do a. 11 . 0 .“'^, “™‘ M Mrs Seagmio that 

leave ifead^' Pray,' replied William , ‘ I cajuio, 
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After returning twice tor water, to aatisfy, those in the hwse 
iir Seagrave came to the assistance of Wilham, who had been 
temoving Eead/s clothes to ascertain the nature and extent ol 
the wound which he had received 

" ‘We had better move him to ivhere the other cocoa-nut 
boughs ho , he vuU he more comfortable there,’ said Wdham 
Ready whispered, ‘Moio water’ Wdham gave him some 
more, and then, with the assistance of his father, Ready was 
removed to a more comfortable place. As soon as they had hud 
him therb, Ready turned on his side, and threw up a quantity of 
blood, ' ' 

‘ I am better now,’ said he in a low voice , ‘ bind up tho 
'Wound, Wilham , an old man like me has not much blood to 
.spare’ ' > 

Mr Seagrave and Wilham then opened his shirt, and examined 
the wound the spear had gone deep into the lungs WRham 
threw off his own shirt, tole it up into strips, and then holind up) 
the i\ouud so as to stop tho effusion of blood 
^ .Ready, who at first appeared much exhausted with hemg 
moved about, graduaUy recovered so as to be able to speak in a 
low voice, when hlrs Seagrave came out of the house. 

* ^Vhe^e is that brave, kind man 1 ’ cned she, ‘ that I may bless, 
him and thunk him.’ 


‘ He is hurt, my dear , I am afraid very much hurt,’ said Mr 
Seagrave , ‘ I did not tell you at the tune ’ 

Itfr Seagmve first hnefly related what had occurred, and then 
led her to where old Ready was lying Mrs Seagrave knelt by 
hi5 side, took his hand, and burst into tears 

Dear, good old man, whatever may he our fates, and that is 
or the Almighty to decide for us, as long as I have life, what 
jou have done for mo and mine shoR never be forgotten ’ 

Mrs Seagrave then bent over hun,mnd, kissing his forehead, 
knees, and retired weeping into the house 
ilham went softly up to Ready, and found that the old man 
doang, if not asleep , he did not therefore disturb him, but 
r urnod to his father j they earned the harnco of water mtp 
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the bouse, and put it in Mrs Sdagravo’s charge, tliat ifc might 
not be uustod , and nou that their thirst had been appeased, 
tlioy all felt the calls of hunger Juno and WiUiain uent and 
cut off steaks from the turtle, and fned them , the} all made a 
hearty meal, and perhaps ncicr had they taken one inth so 
much rehsh in their lives 

Itwasncarl} da} light, when AVilliam, uho had several times 
been softly up to Read} to nsceitani vhether he siept or not, 
found luiii with Ins c}e3 open 
‘Hou do you find } ourself, Ready?’ said William 
' I am qiuet and easy, William, and uitboiit much pain , but 
[ think I am sinking, and shall not last long Recollect that if 
yon are obliged to escape from the stockade, "Wilham, jou take 
no heed of me, but leaio mo where I am I cannot Ine, and 
uere you to inoio me, I should onl} die the sooner’ 

Wdham hesitated 

‘I point out to you your dut}, Master A\’lllmm, I know uhat 
your feelmgs arc, but you must not give u ay to them , promise - 
me this, or you uall make mo a cry miserable ’ 

Wilham squeered Ready’s baud, his heart uas too fidl to 
speak 

‘They uall come at dayhght, Wilham-I think so at least, 
you have not much tune to spare, cbmb to the look-out, and 
wait there till day dauns, watch them as long as you can in 
safety, and then come down, to tell me what you have seen ’ 
Rady’s voice became faint after this exertion of speaking so 


coMa immediately chnibed up the 

cocoa-nut tree, and waited there till daylight 

work t’< at 1 ?^ that the sav ages u ere at 

where the old hon faggots together opposite to 

every one shouldered a faLt^Ld^ ' perceived that they 
towards the stockade Wdl^n, ^ commeuced their adv-ince 
tree, and called his father -nl ™”'^l^etoly descended from the 
The muskets 'em ^ "-^th Mm Seagrave. 

their posts below the plantane Jtino took 

were fired reload them as fast as they 
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' ‘^Yo must fire tipou tfieia ns sooti ns ^ve are sure of not 
iL o!I°wZ< Jd Mr Seagrave, 'for fte monr rvo clieck tlrorr 

" men the flint sai^cs irere intlun 

and two ot the men diopped . and they *” 

Oteir iBsailaita came up, mth great sncce^ Ior the tet ten 
minutes, after nliicli the sayages advanced m 
and took tke precaution to told the faggots in front of for 

some protection as they approached By these mean y 
gamed the stockade an safety, and commenced laying tliem 
faggots Mr Seagrave and M’llliam still kept up an incessant 
fire upon them, hut uot with so much success as before 
. Although many fell, the faggots were graduaUy heaped up, 
till thej ahuost reached to the holes botneou the palisades, 
through which they ’pointed their muskets, and as t o savages 
contrived to slope them down from the stockade to e p’oun , 

It ms evident that they meant to mount np and take thein by 
escalade. At last, it appeared as if all the faggots had been 
placed, and the sainges xetu ed furthei back, to where the cocoa- 
' nut trees were stdl standing 

‘They have gone away, fathei,’ said Wilham, ‘but they null 
come agam, aud I fear it is all over n ith us ’ ^ 

' 'I should like to take a farewell embrace of your dear mother, 
said Mr SeagravCj ‘hut no, it null be weakness just ^ 

had better not Here they come, YYilham, in a swarm lYell, 
God bless you, luy hoy , we shall all, I tinst, meet lu hea- 
len’ 

The nholo body of savages wore now ndvaiicmg from the 
cocoa-nut wood m a solid mass , they raised a yell, which struck 
terror mto the hearts of Mrs Seagrave and Jmio, yet they 
ftiuched not The savages were agam nuthm fifty yards of 
them, when the fire nas opened upon them, the fire was 
answered by loud yelLs^ and the savages had already reached to 
the bottom of the sloping pile ot faggots, when the yells and the 
1 ojKu ts of the muskets were drowned by a much louder reiiort, 
fifilowod hi the cmcklmg and broakiug of the cocoa-nut trees, 
nhich made both parties start nitli surprise, another aud 
auother followed, the ground nas ploughed np, aud the savages 
fell in mmiberb. 
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‘It mTist be the camion of a ship, father,’ said "Wilhain , ‘we 
are saved — we are saved !’ 

‘It can be nothing else, we are saved, and by a miracle,’ 
rephed Mr Seagrave in utter astonishment 
The savages paused in the advance, quite stupefied , again, 
again, again, the report of the loud guns boomed tlirough the 
am, and the roiuid shot and grape came whizzing and tearing 
through the cocoa-nut grove at this last broadside, the savages 
turned and fled towards their canoes , not one was left to be seen. 

\Ve are saved !’ cned Mr Seagrave, leaping off the plank and 
embracmg his wife, who sank doivn on her 'knees, and held up 
her clasped hands m tlnnkfulness to Heaven 
Wilham had hastened up to the look-oUt on the cocoa-nut 
diRchmged”^ < 2 ned out to them below, as the guns were agam 

schooner, father, she is firing at the savages, who 
have ^ falling m every direction some 

conimc nn ’^s.tQT , there IS a boatful of armed men 

nomt Thro ^ fJie beach, by the garden 

the Btockadu hI piueTmt SrrT“1 ^oor of 

feetol thp,rd«hveS „aS 

-ond af., f„„„d “ 


CHAPTER LXm 

gr^t diaappomtmont that the 

in her not making her appearand expenenced 

seen the flags which they had^ist^^^’ especially as they had 
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The fid U,ut thoee on board of tire te>g ta-* 

.eeatheiTSiEode, bat had read tlio tbom 

tkfiaglioisted, bufcfte heavy gale wkcb 

eo far to the southward, that the master of the ^ 

^derthatheshordddohiB duty to his 

much time m heatmg up for the island a^m , tlie cargo u 
he had on board was one which would lose in value if it were 
not one of the first in the market He therefore decided upon 
making all sail for Sydney, to which port he was bound. 

When ^ptain Obhom was put into the boat by hlackintosh. 
and the seamen of the ‘Tacific,’ he was still insensible , but lO 
. gradually “recovered, and after a stormy nigbt., during which the 
mon had the greatest difficulty lu keeping the boat afloat, 
Captain Osborn was so far recovered asto hear from htackintosh 
what had taken place, and uhy it was that he found himself in 
an open boat at sea. The next mormng the wind moderated, 
and they were fortunate enough to fall ih mth a vessel bound to 
Van Diemen’s Land, which took them all on boa'rd 
Troni the account given by Mackintosh, Captain Osborn had 
no doubt m lus mmd but that the Seagrave family hod perished, 
and the loss of the vessel, with them on board, was duly 
reporfed to the owners When at Yan Diemen’s Land, Captmii 
Osborn was so much taken with the beauty and fertility of the 
country, and perhaps not so well inchnod to go to sea again 
after such danger as he had incurred in the last voyage, that he 
resolved to purchase land and settle there He did so, and had 
already stocked his farm with cattle, and had gone round to 
Sydney in a schooner to await the amiul of a large order from 
Dnaland which he bad sent for, when the bng arrived and 
ro))Orted the existence of some white people on the small island, 
and also that they had hoisted a flag with the name ‘Pacific’ 
worked on it 

Captain Osborn, hearing this, 'went to the master of the bne 
and guestion^ him He found the latitude and longitude 

Stagravo famfly had been preserved He therefore went to the 
Gm-ernorof Inew South Wales, and made him acqnomtedmth 
e foctswhich had been estabhshed, and the Gov^or instantly 
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leplied, that tho Government armed sohoonenvas at hia service, 
if he would himself go in quest of his former slnpmatcs. 
Inconvenient as the ahsenco at that tune was to Captain Osborn, 
ho at once acqmesced, and in a few daj'S the schooner sailed for 
her destmation She arrived off the island on the same morn- 
mg that the fleet of canoes with tho savages effected their land- 
ing, and, when Wilham made tho remark to Ready as they were 
hastening into tho stockade, that there was another vessel under 
sad off the garden pomt, had Ready had tune to put his eye to 
the telescope, he would have discovered that it was the schoonei, 
and uot, as he supposed, a canoe which liad separated from the 
others dunng the night 

The schooner stood m to the reefs, and then hauled off again, 
that she might send her boat in, to sound for au anchorage. 
The boat, when soundmg, perceived tho canoes and the savages, 
and afterwards heard the le^iort of fire-arms on the first 
attack On her return on board the schooner, they stated 'what 
they had seen and hcaul, and their idea that the white people 
on the island were bemg attacked by the savages As the boat 
did uot retmn on board till near dusk, they had not tune to 
canvass the question, when tho night attack ivns made, and they 
again heard tho firing of the muskets This made Captam Osborn 
most anxious to land as soon as possible, but as the savages 
neie m such lumibers, and tlie ciew of the schooner did not 
consist of more than tn enty-fivo men, the commander considered 
it vras I'ash to make the attempt He did, however, show the 
utmost aimety to bring his schooner to an anchor, so as to 
protect his men, and then agreed that they should land- 
Theboat had lepoited deep water and good auclioi'age close 
to the garden point, and evevy preparation was made for running 
at dayhght on the following morning , but unfortunately, it fell 
calm for the best part of tho day, and it was not until tlic 
luornmg after, just as the savages Mere makuig their last attack 
upon the stockade, that she could get in As soon as she did, 
she opened the fire of her carronados, and tho insult is alinady 
known , the savages fled in all directions, the boat was then 
manned, and Captain Osborn led tho party w'ho landed, and 
came so opportunely to their relief 

That is Captain Osborn, I know,’ said Ready m a faint 
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voico. ' You have come in good time, sir, I knew you would 
come, and I alwaj's said so you liaTO the thanks of a dying 
man/ 

J hope it IS not so bad as that, Ready , we have a surgeon on 
board, and I will send for him at once ’ 

‘ RTo siugcon can help me, sir,’ rephed Ready , ‘ another hour 
of time will not pass before I shall bo m Eterruty I thank 
God for the preservation of the family, but. Captain Osborn, my 
tune IB come ’ 

'We had better leave,’ said Captam Osborn, 'heunshes not 
to be interrupted ’ 

Mr and Jlrs Seagrave walked away ivith Captam Osborn, all 
of them much affected with the scene WiUiam still remamed 
by Ready’s side to gi\o lum water when he asked for it A few 
mmutes afteru aids, Ready opened his eyes 
‘ Aie you tliere, WiUiara ? I can’t see you Listen to me, my 
dear boy. Let nio be buned imder the trees on the mound abov o 
the Avell I MTsh to ho there Poor httle Tommy , don't let hun 
know that he was the cause of my death Bnng him here now, 
and Juno andCarohne, to say good-bye, Wdham ’ 

Wilham, with the tears rolling down his cheeks, hastened mlo 
the house, and commumcated Ready s ivish to his father and 
mother They all went out m a body, to take a last farewell , 
Ready called them all by name, one after anotlier They knelt 
doum as he called them, and kissed him Ho bade them fare- 
well in a faint voice, which at last was changed to a more 
whisper They stdl remained, in sdence and in tears, standing 
round hun, Wilham only kneeling and holding his hand, when the 
old man’s head fell back, and he was no more ! 

‘It IS all over,’ said Mr Seagmve mournfully, ‘and he has, I 
have no doubt, gone to receive the reward of a good and just 
man “ Happy are those who die m the Lord ” ’ 

Wilham closed up the eyes, and Juno went and fetched the 
ship’s ensign, which they laid over the body, after uhich they 
jomed the rest of the party in the house 

During the time that Wilham had remamed vath old Ready, 
the commander of the schopner had landed with another party 
of men, whom he despatched to scour the island in pursuit of any 
savages who might romam , but they could find none. Capto n 
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Osborn introdncerl }iiin to Mr anS Mrs Sengmvc, nnd nrrftnge- 
mcnts \rer0 commenced for Iho embarkation Ifc tras decided 
tJiat tJio foUorving day sbonld be passed m packing tip and 
getting on board tlicir luggage, and tlmi tlio daj' after flio family 
should embark WiUiam then mentioned the Mash of poor old 
Ready, ns to Ins burial The commander jinmcdmtch gave direc- 
tions for a coffin to bo made, nnd for his men to dig the grave 
at the spot that William should point out 
The boats were on sboro early the next morning, and the 
luggage was taken on board, but Mr.Scagravc uotdd not take 
aii}'thing which could prove useful to any people ulio might lie 
■uTecked on the island , the furniture, tools, inm-work, nails, beef 
nnd pork, nnd flour, wore aU put into the lionso and locked up , 
the luggage therefore earned nuay \rns not very great, and was 
soon on board 


CmVPTim LXIV 

The day follomng they waited for tlio arrival of Captain 
Osborn and the crow of the scliooner to attend the funeral of poor 
ohl Read}’- Wilham, who had gone out occnsioimlly to look at 
the vessel, non came in, and said Hint tuo boats ucre pulling on 
slioTo A few nunutos aftoruards, Captain Osborn and the 
commander of the schooner made their appearance, and after a 
short conversation, they went out to give directions The cofiin 
had been brought on shore , the body of Ready uas put into it, 
and it was screv ed down William attended the process, and the 
tears fell fast doivn liis cheeks as the hd was put over, and he sau 
the last of his old friend 

In half an hour all was prepared, nnd the family were sum- 
moned from the house It was arranged that Wdham, Mr Saa- 
grave, Captain Osborn, and Juno (at her own request) should bo 
the pall-bearers. 

The coffin, ebrered with tlio Union Jack ns a pall, was raised on 
the shoulders of six of the seamen, and they boro it to the grave 
followed by Mrs Seagrave nnd the cluldren, the commander of 
the schooner, and several of the men, Air Seagrave read the 
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funeral service, 'uhich. was occasionally uitermpted by the sobbing 
of Juno, tbe grave was filled up, and they all walked back in 
silence At the request of Wilham, the commander of the 
schooner had ordered the carpenter to prepare an oak pahng to 
put round the^ave, and a board, on which was written the name 
of the deceased and day of his death As soon as this had been 
fixed up WiUiam ivith a deep sigh follow od the commander of the 
schooner to the house, to auuounco that all was fimshed, aud that 
the boat w'aited for them to embark 
* Come, my dear,’ said j\Ir Scagi-ave to his wufe. 

‘ I will, I will,' rephcd Mrs Seagrave, ' but I don’t know how it 
IS, now that the hour is come, I really feel such pain at qmttiug 
this dear island Had it not been for poor Ready’s death, I 
really do think I shmdd wash to remain.' 

‘ I don’t doubt but that you feel sorrow, my dear , but we must 
not keep Captain Osborn w aitmg ’ 

‘ I should like to have time to iisit once more all our httio 
property, — the garden, the fish-pond, the turtle-pond , I should 
like to wTsh good-bye even to the anmials, Seagiiivo , it may be 
a w eakuess, but I caunot help it ’ 

‘Do we leave Nanny, mamma,' said Carolme, ‘and all the 
chickens 1’ > 

‘Yes, my dear, we leave aU the goats and fow’ls for other 
people, if they come to the island.' 

ilr Seagrave was aware that the commandor of the schooner 
was anxious to get clear of the islands before mgbt, be now led 
bis wife down to tbe boat. They all embarked and were soon on 
the deck of the schooner, from whence they contmued to fix their 
eyes upon the island, while the men were heaving up the anchor 
At last sail wus made upon the" vessel, the garden point was 
cleared, and as they ran away mth a fair wind, each object on the 
shore became more indistinct StiD their eyes were turned m that 
direction Jimo and ^^'■llham stood abaft , Wilham had the spy- 
glass, and was looking through it very steadily as the vessel ran 
ou, when Captam Osboru inquired what he was looking at ‘ I 
am takmg my last farewell of Read/s grave,' rephed ‘Wdluin 
‘ He really a good man,' said Juno ui a low voice. 

As they ran dowm to the westward, they passed the cove w’here 
they had first landed, and Mr Seagrave directed Mrs Seagravo’s 
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attention to it Mrs Soogmve remained /or some time looking at 
it in silence, and then said as she turned away— 

‘ W© shall never bo more happy than wo wore on that island, 
Scagmva’ 

'It will indeed ho well, my dear, if wo never are less happy,* 
replied her husband 

Tho schooner now ran fast through the water, and the island 
was every minute less distinct , after a lime, tho land was below 
the homon, and the tops of tho cocoa-nut trees only to ho seen ' 
these gradually disappeared Juno watched on, and when at last 
nothmg could bo seen she waicd licr handkerchief in tlie direc- 
tion of tho island, as if to bid it farowcH, and tiicn went down 
below to hide her gnof 

Tho wind continued fair, and, after a faiounible jiassagc of 
little more than four weeks, they arnicd at Sydnc5 Cove, the 
port to which they wore bound when they embarked from Eng- 
land on board of tho good ship 'rncifia' 


P S —As my young leaders will probably wish to know a little 
more about tho Seagravo family, Iwill infonn them thatMr Sea- 
grave, like the pntnarch Job after his tnbiilation, found Ins flocks 
and herds greatly increased on his nrmal at Sydiiej The agent 
whom ho had loft in charge of lus property had been diligent and 
honest, and although it was fully boheved that the whole of the 
family had ponshed, and that tho estates would go to distant heirs, 
still tho delay of law proceedings, and tho many months which it 
required to commumcato with England, added to tho want of 
positive knowledge of their loss, lind not yet permitted the estates 
to pass aw ay, and they wore still in tho hands of tho avecutors 
Mr and kira Seagrave hved to see aU their children grown up 
Wilham inherited the greater part of the property from lus 
father, after having for many years assisted him in the manage- 
ment of it He married and had a numerous family Tommy, 
notwithstandrag all bis scrapes, grew up a very fine fellow, and 
entered the army He is now a major, and is said to retain his 
juvenile tastes so far, that, among his many arduous duties, ho 
IS still a very sedulous and efficient officer at the Mess Table 
Oarobne mamed a young clergyman and made him an oicellent 
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wife , little Albert "went into tiie navy, and ib at present a com- 
mander 

Mr and Mrs Seagrave are both dead, bnt poor Juno is still 
alive, and hves at Seagrave Plantation ivith Wilham , and her 
greatest pleasure is to take his children on her knee, and tell 
them long stones about the island, and make them cry -when she 
goes through the historj’- of old Eead/s death and bunal 

And now, my dear children, havmg given you all the mfonn- 
ahon that I possess, I have only to add, that I hope you like 
uhat I have wntten for you, and bid you heartily farev ell 






